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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1. Pegasus Group have been commissioned by Conrad Energy (Developments) II Limited to prepare 

a Landscape and Visual Assessment (LVA) to accompany a full planning application for the 
“Installation of a Synchronous Condenser with associated ancillary infrastructure, access 
and landscaping”, from here on referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’. 

1.2. The site of the Proposed Development (the ‘Site’) is at Pound Farm, Tonteg, Pontypridd, CF38 1SU, 
as shown on the Site Location Plan at Figure 1. 

1.3. Desk study was carried out to review published information relevant to the Site and its context, 
including planning policy and guidance, environmental designations, and landscape character 
assessment. Field assessment was carried out on 20th June 2022 to review the findings of the 
desk study, to determine Site visibility from its context, and to assess the potential effects of the 
Proposed Development on landscape and views. 

1.4. The main objectives of the LVA are as follows: 

• To identify, evaluate and describe the current landscape character of the site and its 
surroundings, and any notable landscape elements and features within the site; 

• To determine the sensitivity of the landscape to the type of development proposed; 

• To identify potential visual receptors (i.e. people who would be able to see the 
development) and evaluate their sensitivity to the type of changes proposed; 

• To identify and describe any effects of the development in so far as they affect the 
landscape and/or views of it; 

• To evaluate the magnitude of change due to these effects; and 

• To evaluate the overall effects on landscape and views. 
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2. METHOD 
2.1. The LVA has been undertaken with regard to the following best practice: 

• Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd edition) – Landscape 
Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2013); 

• GLVIA3 Statement of Clarification 1/13, 2/13, 1/14, and 2/14 – Landscape Institute (2013 and 
2014); 

• An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment - Natural England (2014);  

• An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment – to inform spatial planning and land 
management - Natural England (2019); 

• Visual Representation of Development Proposals, Technical Guidance Note 06/19 - 
Landscape Institute (2019); and 

• Assessing Landscape Value Outside National Designations, Technical Guidance Note 
02/21 - Landscape Institute (2021). 

2.2. In accordance with published guidance, landscape and visual effects are assessed separately.  

2.3. The detailed LVA method is provided in Appendix A. 

Scope 

2.4. The physical scope of this LVA has been informed by desk study and field assessment and an 
understanding of the landscape and visual sensitivities at the Site and in the wider area. 

2.5. As part of the desk study, topography shown on Figure 5 and aerial photography was reviewed, 
and Screened Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping shown on Figure 6 was prepared for 
up to 5km from the Site’s boundary. 

2.6. A preliminary study area was defined as 3km radii from the Site’s boundary with consideration to 
zones of theoretical visibility shown on Figure 6 across part of the rising valley and higher ground 
to the northwest, north, northeast and east of the Site, (between areas of woodland screening), 
and with consideration to potential visibility of the Proposed Development from higher ground at 
Craig yr Allt to the southeast and at Garth Hill to the south. 

2.7. Following field assessment, assessment viewpoints were selected within the 3km study area to 
show typical views towards the Site experienced by people in the LVA study area and to show 
baseline landscape character at the Site and in the surrounding area. Assessment viewpoints are 
predominantly within 2km of the Site boundary, where landform and mature tree and hedgerow 
screening does not restrict visibility of the Site and potential visibility of the Proposed 
Development. 

2.8. A description of site visibility and assessment viewpoints is provided in section 4 below, with 
reference to Screened ZTV mapping and assessment viewpoints shown on Figure 6. Photography 
from each assessment viewpoint is shown on Figure 7 and is presented in accordance with LI 
technical guidance. 
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Nature of Effect 

2.9. The degree of landscape or visual effect is identified by means of a descriptive scale as per the 
GLVIA 3rd Edition guidance. However, it is also necessary to consider the nature of the landscape 
and visual effects. GLVIA 3 assists on this point noting paragraph 5.37 concerning landscape 
effects which states that: 

“One of the more challenging issues is deciding whether the landscape effects should be categorised 
as positive or negative. It is also possible for effects to be neutral in their consequences for the 
landscape. An informed professional judgement should be made about this and the criteria used in 
reaching the judgement should be clearly stated. They might include, but should not be restricted 
to:  

• The degree to which the proposal fits with existing character. 

• The contribution to the landscape that the development may make its own right, usually by 
virtue of good design, even if it is in contrast to existing character. 

• The importance of perceptions of landscape is emphasised by the European Landscape 
Convention, and others may of course hold different opinions on whether the effects are 
positive or negative, but this is not a reason to avoid making this judgement, which will 
ultimately be weighed against the opinions of others in the decision making process.” 

2.10. A precautionary approach is applied to this LVA that assumes all landscape and visual effects are 
considered to be negative or adverse unless otherwise stated. 

Duration and Reversibility of Effects 

2.11. Duration and reversibility of effects has been assessed with the following considerations: 

• Short term: 0-5 years during the construction period and during the operation of the 
finished development; 

• Medium term: 0-15 years, which represents the establishment phase of planting proposed; 
and 

• Long term: 15 years onwards for the life of the development proposed. 
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3. PLANNING POLICY AND GUIDANCE 
3.1. This section of the LVA sets out planning policy considerations and guidance contained both in 

national and local planning guidance which specifically relate to the Site, with a focus on those 
policies relevant to landscape and views. 

National Planning Policy Guidance 

Planning Policy Wales, Edition 11 (February 2021) 

3.2. National planning policy is set out in the Welsh Assembly Government’s Planning Policy Wales, 
Edition 11 (PPW11), dated February 2021. 

3.3. Paragraphs 3.9 and 3.10 discuss Character and identify that: 

“The special characteristics of an area should be central to the design of a development. The layout, 
form, scale and visual appearance of a proposed development and its relationship to its 
surroundings are important planning considerations. A clear rationale behind the design decisions 
made, based on site and context analysis, a strong vision, performance requirements and design 
principles, should be sought throughout the development process and expressed, when 
appropriate, in a design and access statement. 

In areas recognised for their particular landscape, townscape, cultural or historic character and 
value it can be appropriate to seek to promote or reinforce local distinctiveness. In those areas, the 
impact of development on the existing character, the scale and siting of new development, and the 
use of appropriate building materials (including where possible sustainably produced materials from 
local sources), will be particularly important.” 

3.4. Paragraph 3.60 refers to Development in the Countryside. It states that: 

“Development in the countryside should be located within and adjoining those settlements where 
it can best be accommodated in terms of infrastructure, access, habitat and landscape conservation. 
Infilling or minor extensions to existing settlements may be acceptable, in particular where they 
meet a local need for affordable housing or it can be demonstrated that the proposal will increase 
local economic activity. However, new building in the open countryside away from existing 
settlements or areas allocated for development in development plans must continue to be strictly 
controlled. All new development should be of a scale and design that respects the character of the 
surrounding area.” 

3.5. Chapter 6, section 6.3 of PPW11 refers to Landscape and its contribution to the Distinctive and 
Natural Places theme of planning policy topics. Paragraph 6.3.3 of PPW11 states that:  

“All the landscapes of Wales are valued for their intrinsic contribution to a sense of place, and local 
authorities should protect and enhance their special characteristics, whilst paying due regard to the 
social, economic, environmental and cultural benefits they provide, and to their role in creating 
valued places. Considering landscape at the outset of formulating strategies and polices in 
development plans and when proposing development is key to sustaining and enhancing their 
special qualities, and delivering the maximum well-being benefits for present and future 
generations as well as helping to deliver an effective and integrated approach to natural resource 
management over the long term. Collaboration and engagement with adjacent planning authorities, 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW), Cadw and the third sector will be necessary to draw on a wide 
range of expertise and evidence. This means: 

• Ensuring Wales contributes to meeting international responsibilities and obligations for 
landscapes;  
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• Ensuring statutorily designated sites are properly protected and managed; 

• Ensuring that the value of all landscapes for their distinctive character and special qualities 
is protected; and 

• Ensuring the opportunities landscapes provide for tourism, outdoor recreation, local 
employment, renewable energy and physical and mental health and well-being are taken 
into account and multiple well-being benefits for people and communities secured.” 

3.6. Paragraph 6.3.4 states that: 

“Where adverse effects on landscape character cannot be avoided, it will be necessary to refuse 
planning permission.” 

3.7. Paragraphs 6.3.5 to 6.3.11 discuss the statutory landscape designations that apply in Wales, 
referring to National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The Site is not in a 
National Park or AONB or in the setting of any of these designated areas. 

3.8. Paragraph 6.3.13 refers to Special Landscape Areas (SLAs), stating that SLAs are: 

“non-statutory designations that define local areas of high landscape importance, which may be 
unique, exceptional or distinctive to the area. Planning authorities should apply these designations 
where there is good reason to believe that normal planning policies cannot provide the necessary 
protection.” 

Technical Advice Notes 

3.9. Technical Advice Note (TAN) 12 provides advice on how ‘Promoting sustainability through good 
design’ and ‘Planning for sustainable building’ may be facilitated through the planning system. 

3.10. Paragraph 4.8 states that: 

“Appraising ‘character’ involves attention to topography; historic street patterns, archaeological 
features, waterways, hierarchy of development and spaces, prevalent materials in buildings or 
floorscape, architecture and historic quality, landscape character, field patterns and land use 
patterns, distinctive views (in and out of the site), skylines and vistas, prevailing uses and plan 
forms, boundary treatments, local biodiversity, natural and cultural resources and locally distinctive 
features and traditions (also known as vernacular elements).” 

3.11. Paragraph 4.11 states that: 

“Appraisal of the landscape should focus on its quality in terms of geology and geomorphology, 
vegetation and habitats, visual and sensory quality and historic and cultural quality. ‘LANDMAP’ is 
one method of assessment which has the potential to provide a framework and information base 
from which good design and management can be developed…Further detailed site appraisals may 
also provide information on local hydrology, microclimate, soils, plant communities and features, 
and all visual qualities including views and vistas.” 

3.12. Section 4 of TAN 12 also identifies the key objectives of good design and how to respond to these 
objectives following an appraisal of the context with reference to the five aspects of good design 
- Access; Character; Community Safety; Environmental Sustainability; and Movement. Design 
solutions relating to Character objectives, such as sustaining or enhancing local character, refer 
to landscape design, scale, amount, layout of development and appearance.  
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Local Planning Policy and Guidance 

3.13. Planning applications in Tonteg are currently considered against policy and guidance set out in 
the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan up to 2021 (adopted March 2011). 

3.14. Policies relevant to the Site and this LVA include:  

• Policy Area Wide (AW) 5 – New Development; 

• Policy AW6 – Design and Placemaking;  

• Policy AW12 – Renewable & Non-renewable Energy; and 

• Policy Southern Strategy Area (SSA) 23 – Special Landscape Areas. 

Policy AW5 – New Development 

3.15. The part of Policy AW5 most relevant to this LVA states that: 

“Development proposals will be supported where:-  

1. Amenity  

a) The scale, form and design of the development would have no unacceptable effect on the 
character and appearance of the site and the surrounding area; 

b) Where appropriate, existing site features of built and natural environment value would be 
retained;  

c) There would be no significant impact upon the amenities of neighbouring occupiers;  

d) The development would be compatible with other uses in the locality;  

e) The development would include the use of multi-functional buildings where appropriate;  

f) The development designs out the opportunity for crime and anti social behaviour.” 

Policy AW6 – Design and Placemaking 

3.16. Part of Policy AW6 most relevant to this LVA state that: 

“Development proposals will be supported where:-  

1. They are of a high standard of design, which reinforces attractive qualities and local 
distinctiveness and improves areas of poor design and layout;  

2. They are appropriate to the local context in terms of siting, appearance, scale, height, 
massing, elevational treatment, materials and detailing;  

7. Landscaping and planting are integral to the scheme and enhance the site and the wider 
context; 

14.The design protects and enhances the landscape and biodiversity;  

15.The development promotes energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy; and  
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16.The design promotes good water management, including rainwater storage, sustainable 
urban drainage, porous paving etc. 

Policy AW12 – Renewable and Non-renewable Energy 

3.17. Policy AW12 encourages the provision of renewable and non-renewable energy where it can be 
demonstrated that there is “no unacceptable effect upon the interests of soil conversion, 
agriculture, nature conservation, wildlife, natural and cultural heritage, landscape importance, 
public health and residential amenity.” 

Policy SSA23 – Special Landscape Areas 

3.18. The Local Plan Policies Map shows that the Site is in the northern most part of the Special 
Landscape Area (SLA) identified as SSA23.8. This SLA refers to the ‘Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw 
Western Slopes’. 

3.19. Policy SSA23 identifies eleven SLAs across Rhondda Cynon Taf’s Southern Strategy Area.   

3.20. The Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA (SLA23.8) and other SLAs in the Site’s 
context are shown on Figure 2.  

3.21. SLAs with potential intervisibility with the Site and the Proposed Development, include: 

• SLA23.10 Taff Vale Eastern Slopes, to the north, northeast, east and southeast of the Site; 

• SLA23.9 Craig yr Allt, further to the southeast; and 

• SLA23.11 Treforest Western Slopes, to the northwest. 

3.22. Policy SSA23 states that “Development within the defined Special Landscape Areas will be expected 
to conform to the highest standards of design, siting, layout and materials appropriate to the 
character of the area.” 

3.23. Policy SSA23 also states that: 

  “Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) have been designated to protect areas of fine 
landscape quality within Rhondda Cynon Taf. The designation of these landscape areas 
has been undertaken at local level using a regionally agreed methodology. The 
methodology used to identify the SLAs in Rhondda Cynon Taf builds on the Countryside 
Council for Wales LANDMAP methodology and considers factors such as: 

• Prominence; 

• Spectacle – dramatic topography and views; 

• Unspoilt areas - Pre-industrial patterns of land use; 

• Remoteness and tranquillity; 

• Vulnerability and sensitivity to change; 

• Locally rare landscape; 

• Setting for special landscapes. 
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In order to protect the visual qualities of each SLA, development proposals within 
these areas will be required to conform to the highest possible design standards. 

In the Southern Strategy Area SLAs have been identified to protect the distinctive 
landscape of the area. Particular consideration has been given to the protection of the 
unspoilt low lying farmland, common land and gentle valley slopes which form a visual 
backdrop to the settlements of the area. 

Details of the SLAs are contained in the Rhondda Cynon Taf Special Landscape Area 
Study (2007).” 

Proposals for Designation of Special Landscape Areas in Rhondda Cynon Taff – Draft Report 
(2008) 

3.24. The ‘Proposals for Designation of Special Landscape Areas’ report dated February 2008 is a 
document accessible in Rhondda Cynon Taf Council’s Evidence Base library (document reference 
EB49) that has informed relevant Local Development Plan (LDP) policies and proposals. Relevant 
parts of the ‘Proposals for Designation of Special Landscape Areas’ report are referred to below. 

3.25. The objective of the study reported was to identify and justify a revised set of SLAs for use in the 
LDP, based on a more holistic assessment of nature conservation, landscape and geological value. 

3.26. Paragraph 3.7 of the 2008 report provides a table that sets out specific local criteria for defining 
effective proposed SLAs, backed up and refined by the LANDMAP data. Under the ‘Prominence – 
major’ local need criteria the explanation states that the ”slopes throughout Taff Vale and adjacent 
ridges are some of the most important landscapes in Wales, forming for many people the main 
impression of ‘The Valleys’, when travelling to and from Cardiff.” The explanation for the 
‘Prominence – moderate’ local need criteria states that “as the settlements are mainly deep within 
the valleys, the valley sides, bluffs and ends of ridges that overlook these form a highly visible, 
ever present backdrop to all the activities of the valleys.” 

3.27. Section 4 of the 2008 report includes Statements of Value (SoV) for each SLA, intended to inform 
decisions relating to the relevance or details of the proposed SLAs. 

3.28. The SoV for the Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA is included at Appendix B of 
this LVA. The SoV identifies that the Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA comprises 
two distinct parts; the larger western part comprising rolling plateau, and the eastern part which 
the Site is in, comprising the Taff Vale sides and floor. The Site is in the northern extent of the 
eastern part of this SLA. These two landscape types are noted as being inter-linked comprising 
“mainly rolling farmland of coherent character, plus distinct wooded slopes and valley floor to east.” 

3.29. The SoV for the Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA refers to the prominent wooded 
valley slopes in the eastern part of the SLA seen from the A470 and providing a backdrop to 
Treforest Industrial Estate. The primary landscape qualities and features identified in the SoV, and 
of most relevance to the Site and its surroundings, include: 

• “Wooded slopes to Taff Vale are important part of views from A470 and Treforest
Industrial Estate.

• These form part of the mainly wooded western sides of Taff Vale, all of which are very
important to the overall impression of the Valleys from the major north/south route
through Wales.

• Mix of broadleaf and coniferous woodlands.”
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3.30. Relevant key policies and management refer to “management to conserve wooded slopes” and 
“conserve hedges and small woods.” 

3.31. The Treforest Western Slopes SLA (23.11) is to the northwest of the Site, north of Church Village 
with the edge of Treforest and the railway to the east. This SLA has similar primary landscape 
qualities and features to the Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA, referring to the 
mainly wooded western sides of Taff Vale, which are an important part of views from the A470 
and Treforest and the overall impression of the Valleys from the A470. 

3.32. The Taff Vale Eastern Slopes SLA (23.10), to the north, northeast, east and southeast of the Site is 
noted in the relevant SoV as comprising a “continuous stretch of main valley side plus hilltops”, 
with the edges of the settlements and roads in the busy Taff Vale forming the western boundary 
of this SLA.  

3.33. The SoV for the Craig yr Allt SLA (23.9) southeast of the Site refers to Craig yr Allt “forming 
prominent enclosing landform opposite Garth Hill” and “fine views of Taff Vale from ridge top.” 

3.34. LANDMAP data is referred to in the 2008 report but is discussed in section 4 below with reference 
to the latest LANDMAP data. 
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4. BASELINE LANDSCAPE 
4.1. This section considers the relevant environmental designations in the Site and surrounding area, 

summarises characteristics of the landscape described in published character assessments and 
provides a description of the Site and its context. This section also considers and concludes with 
a judgement on landscape value. 

Environmental Designations 

4.2. Environmental designations in the Site and surrounding area are shown on Figure 2. 

4.3. The Site is not in any international or national landscape designations. 

4.4. The Site is in the northern most part of the Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes Special 
Landscape Area (SLA), a local landscape designation discussed in section 3 above. 

4.5. Cultural and natural heritage assets in the Site’s context include: 

• Tomen y Clawdd Scheduled Monument, southwest of the Site, within 1km radius from the 
Site boundary, (identified at Appendix 1 of the Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) 
submitted with the planning application); 

• Treforest Textile Printers Grade II Listed Building, southeast of the Site within 1km radius 
from the Site boundary, (identified at Appendix 1 of the HIA submitted with the planning 
application); 

• Gwaun Gledyr Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), approximately 3km east of the Site; 
and 

• Several Sites of Important Nature Conservation (SINCs) shown on the Rhondda Cyon Taf 
Local Plan Policies Map, including a The Willowford SINC encompassing woodland 
approximately 140 metres to the southeast of the Site beyond sloping farmland and 
Maesmawr Road; and northwest of the Site encompassing woodland on higher ground; 
and 

• Ancient woodland including to the immediate southwest and north of the Site and to the 
southeast beyond Maesmawr Road. 

4.6. Due to distance and intervening topography, vegetation and/or built development, the above 
cultural heritage assets and the SSSI make no material contribution to landscape character and 
visual amenity at the Site or in the area potentially influenced by the Proposed Development. 

4.7. SINC habitats and ancient woodland surrounding the Site also does not appear materially different 
in the landscape to other woodlands. 

Published Landscape Character Assessment 

4.8. The following paragraphs identify the key characteristics of the landscape described in published 
landscape character assessments. Relevant published landscape character types and areas are 
shown on Figure 3. 
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National Landscape Character Areas 

4.9. National Landscape Character Areas (NLCAs) prepared by Natural Resources Wales (NRW), form 
the broadest scale of landscape character assessment in Wales. 

4.10. The Site is in the south-eastern part of NLCA 37: South Wales Valleys. The published description 
of this NLCA is included at Appendix C of this LVA. 

4.11. The key characteristics of NLCA 37 refer to the: 

• “Extensive Upland plateaux – typically wild and windswept, often with unenclosed tracts, 
running roughly north-south as ‘fingers’ parallel between intervening deep valleys. 

• Numerous steep-sided valleys - typically aligned in parallel, flowing in southerly directions, 
shaped by southward flowing glaciers, leaving behind distinctive corrie ('cwm') and crag 
features. Major rivers include the Tawe, Taff and Rhymney. 

• Ribbon urban and industrial areas in valleys – in places extending up valley sides and to 
valley heads. The area is sometimes regarded as being part of a ‘city region’. Middle and 
eastern valleys tend to be the most heavily and continuously developed, e.g Rhondda 
Valley. The uplands by comparison have little or no settlement.  

• Extensive remains of heavy industry – with a mix of derelict, preserved and largely 
redeveloped areas, notably for coal mining. Preserved as heritage (World heritage Site) at 
Blaenafon this typically includes old railway alignments, buildings and former tips. 

• Contrast of urban valley activity next to quiet uplands – e.g. busy roads, new developments, 
traffic noise, night lighting, versus the adjacent wilder, remoter, quieter uplands. 

• Large blocks of coniferous plantation and deciduous woodland fringes – covering many 
steep hillsides and hilltops, most notably in the middle to western portion of the area, 
providing a softer contemporary landscape where there was once industry. 

• Heather, rough grassland and steep bracken slopes – dominate many plateaux and are 
grazed mainly by sheep. Much is common land. 

• Improved pastures on some lower valley sides - grazed by sheep and some dairy cattle. 

• Field boundaries - dry stone walls mark the boundary of common land while fields on lower 
slopes are bounded by dense hawthorn hedges, interspersed with swathes of broadleaved 
woodland. 

• Transport routes restricted to valleys – the intervening topography makes valley to valley 
travel difficult, except at heads and bottoms of valleys. Occasionally there are roads that 
climb steeply over passes with dramatic views and ‘hair pin’ bends. 

• Iconic cultural identify – many popular images of a tough, rugby-playing, religious, 
radically-minded society still remain associated with the South Wales Valleys, however 
today’s post-industrial, internet-connected reality is somewhat different.” 

4.12. The Visual and Sensory profile description for NLCA 37 includes a panorama showing ‘the new 
landscape’, referring to Treforest Industrial Estate “occupying the flat land in the valley 
bottom…anchored into its setting by maturing woodlands and thick hedgerows.”  

4.13. The Site is on the lower valley slopes of the Taff valley, separated from the Trefforest Industrial 
Estate to the north and east by the Taff Valley railway line and adjacent mature tree cover. 
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4.14. The description of landscape habitats in NCLA 37 refers to the ”livestock-grazed, improved 
grassland bounded by hawthorn rich hedgerows” prevalent on the lower slopes of the valleys, 
“together with linear stands of deciduous woodland.”  

4.15. The description of the cultural landscape in NCLA 37 refers to the telecommunication masts, 
pylons and wind turbines across the plateaux, in what is described as “an upland landscape 
otherwise devoid of development.” 

LANDMAP 

4.16. LANDMAP is landscape guidance for Wales developed by the Countryside Council for Wales 
(CCW) now part of NRW.  Landscape characteristics, qualities and influences on the landscape 
are recorded and evaluated into nationally consistent data and retained as a Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) based landscape resource.  LANDMAP comprises five spatially related 
datasets referring to:  

• Visual and Sensory; 

• Geological Landscape; 

• Landscape Habitats; 

• Historic Landscape; and 

• Cultural Landscape. 

4.17. Within each of the five layers, there are ‘aspect areas’.  Each ‘aspect area’ is evaluated from a local 
to a national scale of landscape importance.  The evaluation terms used include: 

• Outstanding - nationally important; 

• High - regional or county importance;  

• Moderate - local importance; and  

• Low – little or no importance.  

4.18. The Site is in the following LANDMAP aspect areas, identified below by Unique ID and Area name: 

• CYNONVS142 Mynydd y Glyn (visual and sensory aspect area, see Figure 4.1); 

• CYNONGL015 Taff Valley (geological landscape aspect area, see Figure 4.2); 

• CYNONLH096 (landscape habitat aspect area, see Figure 4.3); 

• CYNONHL284 Llanilltud Faerdref and Beddau (historic landscape aspect area, see Figure 
4.4); and 

• CYNONCLS014 Mynydd y Glyn (cultural landscape aspect area, see Figure 4.5). 

4.19. The above LANDMAP aspect areas, and other areas in the 3km study area with potential inter-
visibility with the Site and Proposed Development as shown on ZTV mapping (Figure 6), are 
considered. Evaluation results are identified where relevant below. 
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CYNONVS142 Mynydd y Glyn (visual and sensory aspect area) 

4.20. The Site is in the most eastern extent of the Mynydd y Glyn visual and sensory aspect area and 
adjoins part of the area’s southern boundary. The summary description describes the area as a: 

“rural area of rolling topography descending from the dominating hills of Mynydd y Glyn, Pen y 
Craig, and Maendy...views out to west south and east from most areas, and to the north from 
elevated viewpoints, many of these attractive/scenic... minor valleys within the landscape create a 
wide spectrum of scales from small (valley) to large (elevated upland)... woodland blocks in river 
valleys and conifer blocks on higher slopes add to visual complexity... urban edge to north detracts 
slightly from what is essentially an upland area... upland ridge areas of rough sheep grazed 
grassland have strong upland feel of remoteness, over approximately 300m AOD. Housing 
expansion at Penygraig has altered boundary at change detection.” 

4.21. The Site is in an aspect area evaluated as having: 

• High scenic quality, (some attractive views both in and out to uplands); 

• Moderate integrity, (pylon corridors in the east detract); 

• Moderate character, (strong upland feel in higher elevated areas, away from the ‘negative’ 
influence of the urban edge); and 

• Moderate rarity. 

4.22. The overall evaluation for this area is moderate. It is noted that “scenic quality resulting from some 
attractive views only notable quality.” 

4.23. There is potential inter-visibility between the Site and Proposed Development and the following 
visual and sensory aspect areas: 

• CYNONVS999 – Llantrisant (eastern edge, northwest and southwest of the Site); 

• CYNONVS709 – Pontypridd (northeast of the Site); 

• CYNONVS143 – Llanfabon (north, northeast, east and southeast of the Site); 

• CYNONVS317 – Mynydd Eglwysilon & Mynydd Meio (northeast of the Site); 

• CYNONVS271 – Rhymney Valley South of Caerphilly (southeast of the Site); and 

• CYNONVS004 – Garth Hill (south of the Site). 

 

CYNONCLS014 – Mynydd y Glyn (cultural landscape aspect area) 

4.24. The Mynydd y Glyn cultural landscape aspect area covers the same area as the Mynydd y Glyn 
visual and sensory aspect area. As identified above, the Site is in the most eastern extent of this 
area and adjoins part of the area’s southern boundary. 

4.25. The area is classified as comprising ‘hills, lower plateau and scarp slopes.’ Attractive views are 
noted as being both in and out of the area, and slight night-time light pollution is noted. 
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4.26. The Site is in an aspect area evaluated as having: 

• Moderate sense of place/local distinctiveness; 

• Overall moderate visual and sensory landscape value, “with some areas (e.g. higher 
elevations) with greater integrity and character of probable high value”; 

• High scenic quality; and 

• Moderate character. 

CYNONGL015 – Taff Valley (geological landscape aspect area) 

4.27. The Site is in the southern part of the Taff Valley geological landscape aspect area. The area is 
noted as being a glacial mountain valley. Notable components include coal or mineral spoil tips; 
artificial and natural river channels; flood plain; river terrace; hilltop; dip slope; opencast mine 
gravel or sand pit; and urban or industrial development.  

4.28. The area is evaluated as having high value, (being “part of extensive, dissected Pennant sandstone 
plateau of lower Taff valley”), and is in good condition, noted as being a “dominantly rural area 
with limited significance development.” 

4.29. The principal management recommendation for the area states “Maintain natural systems and 
ensure that RIGS are safeguarded using Local Plan policies and constraint mapping and that other 
features of particular geological or geomorphological significance in the area are not 
lost/damaged due to development, forestry, etc.” 

CYNONLH096 (landscape habitat aspect area) 

4.30. The Site is in the centre of this landscape habitat aspect area referenced CYNONLH096. Peat soil 
is noted as being the dominant soil type in this area, and the five most dominant Phase 1 habitat 
types include semi-natural broadleaved woodland (24% of the area); planted coniferous 
woodland (8%); improved grassland (17%); bracken (11%), and buildings (10%). 

4.31. The area is noted as including a good mixture of valuable habitats, much of the area is designated 
including a SSSI, and there are several priority habitats present. The overall evaluation for this area 
is high. 

4.32. The principal management recommendation for the area refers to “Encourage appropriate 
management of habitat.” 

CYNONHL284 – Llanilltud Faerdref and Beddau (historic landscape aspect area) 

4.33. The Site is in the north-eastern part of the Llanilltud Faerdref and Beddau historic landscape 
aspect area, which is described as “a heavily urbanised aspect area consisting of three 
settlements; Beddau, Llanilltud Faerdref and Church Village.” The traditional boundary types 
prevailing in the area are noted as being hedgerow; mortared wall; wooden fence; and iron railings. 

4.34. The overall evaluation for this area is low. The justification for this evaluation states that it is “An 
area dominated by mid to late 20th century housing development, which has largely obliterated 
the pre-1950s irregular fieldscape and pattern of isolated, dispersed settlement.” 
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Landscape Character of the Site and the Surrounding Area 

4.35. Field assessment was undertaken to assess the landscape character of the Site and its 
surroundings and to consider the extent to which this is consistent with the findings of the desk-
based assessment. The Site visit was undertaken on 20th June 2022 on a sunny dry day with good 
visibility. Vegetation was in full leaf. The screening and filtering that vegetation provides at this 
time of year was considered during field assessment. 

4.36. The topography of the Site and the surrounding area is shown on Figure 3.  The Site is on the lower 
western slopes of the Taff Valley separated from the valley floor to the north and east of the Site, 
(comprising industrial and commercial development in Treforest Industrial Estate), by the Valleys 
to Cardiff railway line and adjacent woodland. 

4.37. The land rises to the south and west of the Site, reaching 130m above ordnance datum (AOD) in 
the southeast and 150m AOD in the northwest referring to localised high ground north of Tonteg. 
The settlement of Tonteg is on higher ground to the west and southwest of the Site beyond the 
A473 and the B4595 and is largely screened from the Site by mature woodland on rising ground. 

4.38. Residential properties on higher ground to the northwest, including along the B4595, and on higher 
ground to the southwest on the eastern edge of Tonteg, are glimpsed from the Site, as shown on 
the Site photographs included below. 

Photograph 1: Looking towards the eastern edge of Tonteg from lower ground in the Site.  
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Photograph 2: Looking towards Pound Farm, and residential properties on higher ground 
beyond, from higher ground in the Site. 

4.39. The land to the north, east and southeast of the Site, beyond the valley floor, rises across the 
eastern slopes of the Taff Valley, reaching 321m AOD at Mynydd Meio to the northeast of the Site. 
The Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk (long distance footpath) runs across this higher ground and 
runs southeast over Mynydd Meio towards its lower slopes in the southeast. 

4.40. Approximately 3km southeast of the Site, the land rises steeply to approximately 273m AOD at 
Craig yr Alt. The higher ground across this distinctive landform largely comprises registered 
common land and the TER Walk (long-distance footpath) runs roughly southwest northeast 
across the southern and western elevations of this hill. 

4.41. Approximately 3km to the south of the Site is the distinctive and steeply rising Garth Hill, reaching 
307m AOD. Garth Hill largely comprises statutory access land. A public right of way (PRoW) runs 
northeast southwest up and over this hill and connects to the wider footpath network. 

4.42. Landscape features at the Site and in its surroundings are shown on Figure 5. 

4.43. The Site is to the east and southeast of Pound Farm accessed off the A473 and Pound Farm Lane. 
The Site can be accessed from Pound Farm through temporary fencing along the western 
boundary of the Site or via Pound Farm Lane through a field gate in the centre of the south-
western boundary of the Site. 

4.44. The Site is approximately 3.9 hectares (ha) in area and comprises an irregular shaped agricultural 
field, consisting of sloping grassland grazed by sheep, and a small area of woodland on steeper 
ground in the south behind post and wire fencing. There are two informal temporary structures, 
one single-storey and one two-storey, in the small area of woodland. 
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4.45. The Site falls significantly to the northeast from a level of approximately 70m AOD by the field 
gate on the Site’s south-western boundary, to approximately 52 metres AOD on the north-
eastern Site boundary, and there are localised undulations across the Site. 

4.46. The Site’s boundaries comprise: 

• Hedgerow, woodland and Pound Farm Lane along the Site’s south-western boundary; 

• Woodland and hedgerow along the Site’s south-eastern boundary, (see Viewpoint 1); 

• Woodland, grassed embankment and the Valleys to Cardiff railway line along and close 
to the Site’s north-eastern boundary; 

• Woodland and earth embankment along the Site’s north-western boundary; and 

• Grass and earth bank along the Site’s western boundary beyond which is a low stone 
wall, post and wire fencing, temporary fence panels, and plastic pallets defining the 
boundary to the farmyard at Pound Farm, (see Viewpoint 2). 

4.47. There is horse pasture, woodland and agricultural land beyond Pound Farm Lane along the Site’s 
south-western boundary. Adjoining the Site’s south-eastern boundary there is a sloping grassy 
field, which includes a public right of way (PRoW) running west east across it. To the north of the 
Site and the railway line, bound by mature woodland, is the Upper Boat substation on land lower 
than the Site. To the northeast and east, is the Treforest Industrial Estate, comprising a number of 
industrial and commercial units, of varying sizes, extending across the valley floor alongside the 
River Taff. 

4.48. The ‘Agricultural Land Classification’ (ALC) report prepared by Amet Property Ltd and submitted 
with the planning application identifies that 2.2 ha of the Site is graded as Grade 4, and 1.3 ha is 
Grade 3a land. 0.2 ha of the Site is non-agricultural land, referring to woodland in the southern 
part of the Site and mature trees along the north-western boundary of the Site. 

4.49. Grade 4 agricultural land is described in Appendix 4 of the ALC report as “poor quality agricultural 
land. Land with severe limitations which significantly restrict the range of crops and/or level of 
yields. It is mainly suited to grass with occasional arable crops (e.g. cereals and forage crops) the 
yields of which are variable. In moist climates, yields of grass may be moderate to high but there 
may be difficulties in utilisation. The grade also includes very droughty arable land.” 

4.50. Grade 3a agricultural land is described in Appendix 4 of the ALC report as “good quality 
agricultural land. Land capable of consistently producing moderate to high yields of a narrow 
range of arable crops, especially cereals, or moderate yields of a wide range of crops including 
cereals, grass, oilseed rape, potatoes, sugar beet and the less demanding horticultural crops.” 

4.51. High voltage overhead lines run across the northern part of the Site and run across the 
surrounding landscape towards the Upper Boat substation sited on lower ground to the north of 
the Site, screened from the Site by intervening mature trees along the railway line. 

4.52. There is a high voltage electricity pylon near the centre of the Site, (see photography 5 below), 
and pylons are seen in the immediate surroundings of the Site above intervening mature 
woodland and on higher ground. 
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4.53. Near the centre of the Site, there is a mature Ash tree close to the overhead line, which has been 
managed to avoid interaction with the electricity conductors, see photography 3 below. 

Photograph 3: Looking south-eastwards across the Site, towards hedgerow and woodland on the 
Site’s south-eastern and south-western boundaries, beyond the overhead line and Ash tree near 
the centre of the Site. 

  

Landscape Value 

4.54. Section 2 of the LVA Method at Appendix A explains the factors used to inform judgements about 
landscape value. 

4.55. Table 1 below provides a summary of pertinent information for each factor used to inform 
judgements about landscape value and concludes with an overall judgement on the value of the 
landscape of the Site and its surroundings potentially affected by the Proposed Development. 

Table 1: Landscape Value 

Factor Summary Information 

Natural Heritage 

The Site comprises grassland grazed by sheep, a solitary Ash tree and a 
small area of woodland to the south. There is mature hedgerow and 
woodland along the Sites boundaries. There are no ecological 
designations across the Site. 

Cultural Heritage 
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings in the Site or its 
surroundings that contribute to the landscape character of the Site or 
its surroundings potentially affected by the Proposed Development. 
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Landscape 
Condition 

Woodland and hedgerow along the site’s south-western boundary 
generally are in good condition and mature trees along the Site’s north-
western and north-eastern boundaries are in good condition and 
provide some enclosure of the Site along these boundaries.  

Mature hedgerow along the south-eastern boundary of the Site requires 
some management to replace timber covering hedgerow gaps with new 
planting. 

The ALC report for the Site identifies that the majority (2.2ha) of the Site 
comprises Grade 4 ‘poor quality’ agricultural land and 1.3ha of the Site is 
Grade 3a ‘good quality’ agricultural land.  There is no apparent 
distinction of landscape character or features across farmland in the 
Site, where the quality of farmland varies. 

The landscape surrounding the Site varies in character and quality as 
discussed below. 

Associations 

The landscape of the Site and its surroundings potentially affected by 
the Proposed Development has no known associations with renowned 
artists or writers. The popular Welsh singer Tom Jones was born in 
Treforest, Pontypridd, at the north-western edge of the 3km study area. 

Distinctiveness 

The Site and its surroundings include a number of the characteristics 
described in the relevant NRW National Landscape Character Area 
(NLCA) and LANDMAP aspect area descriptions. 

There is no indication from published information that the Site and its 
surroundings are of a specific character and/or contain features or 
elements which are considered particularly important examples. 

Recreational Value 

There is no public access to the Site and it offers no recreational value.  

PRoW 45/1 runs west east across the field adjoining the Site to the 
southeast. PRoW 44/1 runs west of PRoW 45/1 and Pound Farm Lane, 
separated from the Site by intervening woodland. 

There are a number of published footpaths and cycle routes in the Sites 
context including the Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk on high ground in 
the northeast; TER Walk on Craig yr Allt in the southeast; Taff Ely 
Ridgeway Walk on Garth Hill in the south; National Cycle Network (NCN) 
Route 8 and the Taff Trail on the lower eastern slopes to the north and 
east, and a NCN Link Route northwest of the Site (see Figure 5).  

There are numerous PRoW (with potential visibility of the Proposed 
Development) on the rising slopes to the north and east of the Site. Field 
assessment identified that the routes of several of these PRoW were not 
identifiable and access was restricted in some instances by vegetation 
or fencing. 

Perceptual (Scenic) 
Quality 

The Site is in the northern most part of the ‘Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw 
Western Slopes’ Special Landscape Area (SLA), which is a local 
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landscape designation that protects areas of ‘fine landscape quality’ 
within Rhondda Cynon Taf. SLA Policy is discussed in section 3 above. 

The Site comprises sloping grassland on the lower valley slopes partially 
enclosed by mature trees on its boundaries, and perceptible to varying 
degrees from the valley floor, eastern valley slopes and high ground to 
the southeast and south.  

High voltage overhead lines are a feature on the Site and in its 
surroundings, seen running into and across the valley and onto higher 
ground. Upper Boat substation is on the valley floor north of the Site, 
sited adjacent to development in Treforest Industrial Estate, including 
large commercial and industrial buildings. Beyond the industrial estate, 
A-roads run northwest southeast at the bottom of the valley and 
development extends up the lower slopes of the eastern side of the 
valley. 

Perceptual 
(Wildness and 
Tranquillity) Value 

The Site comprises sloping grassland grazed by sheep, contained by 
mature woodland to the north and south. The Site is close to Treforest 
Industrial Estate to the northeast and Tonteg to the west separated by 
mature tree cover. The Site and surrounding area is influenced by high 
voltage overhead lines. 

The Site’s immediate context includes the Valleys to Cardiff railway, 
Upper Boat substation, Treforest Industrial Estate, and a busy road 
network including the A473 and A470. The Site does exhibit some 
tranquillity due to its wooded boundaries and setting and inter-visibility 
with the eastern valley slopes and hills, including Craig yr Allt in the 
distant southeast. 

Function 
The Site comprises grassland grazed by sheep, and a small area of 
woodland in its southern extent.  

Conclusion 

With consideration to the above table; the LANDMAP evaluations; and 
the LVA Method at Appendix A, the Site landscape and higher ground 
in the surrounding valley landscape largely designated as Special 
Landscape Areas (SLAs) are of medium value overall.  

The valley floor landscape comprising extensive development including 
Treforest Industrial Estate, retail development and main roads is of low 
value. 
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5. BASELINE VIEWS 
5.1. This section describes site visibility in the 3km study area and identifies visual receptors (i.e. 

people that experience views of the Site and who are likely to experience views of the 
development proposed). Assessment viewpoints also are identified below and a summary of 
existing receptor views is provided. 

Site Visibility 

5.2. The Screened ZTV mapping shown on Figure 6 indicates areas of land from which the Proposed 
Development theoretically would be visible. The ZTV is based on 12m high synchronous condenser 
buildings proposed in the Site. 

5.3. The terrain model used to produce this ZTV includes areas of woodland and existing buildings 
(shown on Figure 6 also), thereby indicating the degree to which these features would screen the 
Proposed Development.  The ZTV does not account of the localised screening effects of 
vegetation such as hedgerows, individual trees, small tree groups or shrubs. 

5.4. ZTV mapping and field assessment has informed the scope of the LVA through identifying which 
visual receptors the LVA should focus on and identifying viewpoints that would be best situated 
to inform the baseline description and assessment of effects.   

5.5. Views of the Site and potential views of the Proposed Development are mainly from: 

• The immediate surroundings of the Site; 

• Higher ground to the northwest and southwest on the edge of Tonteg, within 0.5km of 
the Site; 

• Localised parts of the developed Taff valley floor and lower eastern slopes to the 
northeast of the Site, mostly within 1km of the Site; 

• Rising ground to the northeast and east between 1 and 2km from the Site; and 

• High ground to the north, southeast, and south of the Site beyond 2km. 

5.6. Mature trees and woodland along the Site’s north-western and north-eastern boundaries (along 
the railway line) provides screening and filtering of the Site from the north and northeast.  

5.7. Roadside hedgerow and mature woodland along the Site’s south-western boundary provide 
screening and filtering of the Site in views from the immediate south and southwest. Woodland 
to the immediate south of the Site and in the southwest, beyond Pound Farm Lane, enclose the 
Site from this direction. A property under construction on higher ground to the northwest of the 
Site, and several residential properties on higher ground on the B4595 and the wooded edge of 
Tonteg, (glimpsed from the Site) likely would have elevated views southeast and northeast of the 
Site on lower ground, partially screened by intervening woodland in some views. 

5.8. Mature hedgerow along the Site’s south-eastern boundary provides low level screening of the Site 
from the south and southeast. Woodland south of farmland in the southern context of the Site 
and beyond Maesmawr Road encloses the Site from the south. 
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5.9. From low lying land in the Taff valley there are occasional glimpsed views of sloping grassland, 
hedgerow and woodland in the eastern part of the Site (where new development is proposed) 
beyond intervening buildings and/or mature trees along the railway line running along the north-
eastern boundary of the Site. 

5.10. In more distant and elevated views from the rising valley slopes in the northeast and east 
(between 1 and 2km from the Site), sloping grassland, boundary hedgerow and woodland in the 
Site and along its northern and southern boundaries, is perceptible. The Site is seen on the lower 
slopes of the valley beyond Treforest Industrial Estate, adjacent to agricultural fields divided by 
hedgerow and contained by valley side woodland. The Site is seen in elevated distant views 
northwest from Craig yr Allt and is barely distinguishable in views north from Garth Hill. 

5.11. Large industrial and commercial buildings at the Treforest Industrial Estate on the valley floor to 
the north, east and southeast of the Site are noticeable in elevated more distant views towards 
the Site. The light coloured buildings at the industrial estate contrast with the darker hues of 
vegetation and fields in the landscape surrounding the industrial estate.  Pylons and overhead 
lines also feature in views towards the Site. 

Visual Receptors 

5.12. Visual receptors i.e. those individuals who would see the Site and may experience a change in 
their view as a result of the Proposed Development have been identified as follows: 

5.13. This LVA considers the visual receptors listed below and referred to in Table 2 below: 

Persons on PRoW and Published Walking Routes 

• Persons on PRoW 45/1 southeast of the Site, (between Maesmawr Road in the east and 
Pound Farm Lane in the west); 

• Persons on the Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk (long distance footpath) on high ground in 
the northeast; 

• Persons on PRoW 30/1 northeast of the Site; 

• Persons at Craig yr Allt in the southeast; 

• Persons on PRoW 26#1 on the northern side of Garth Hill in the south; 

Train Passengers and Road Users 

• Passengers on the Valleys to Cardiff railway along the north-eastern boundary of the Site; 

• Persons on Pound Farm Lane to the west and southwest of the Site; 

• Persons travelling south of the Upper Boat interchange, (south of the A470 roundabout), 
and along the A473 Gwaelod-Y-Garth Road over the River Taff; 

• Persons on Ffynnonbwla Road and Eglwysilan Road northeast of the Site; 
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Shoppers, Persons engaged in Leisure Activity and Workers 

• Persons at Maddison House and Korbuild on the B4595 on higher ground northwest of the 
Site; 

• Workers at Treforest Industrial Estate to the northeast, east and southeast; 

• Persons at Midway Retail Park car park, (Pontypridd); 

• Persons at Taff Valley Activity Centre off Ffynnonbwla Road northeast of the Site; 

Residents 

• Residents at Pound Farm; 

• Residents at the property on lower ground southeast of the Site off Maesmawr Road, 
(Brynglas House); 

• Residents on the B4595 (at Tonteg) on higher ground northwest of the Site; 

• Residents on Cherition Grove on the eastern edge of Tonteg, on higher ground southwest 
of the Site; 

• Residents at properties on the A4054 Cardiff Road (at Hawthorn); 

• Residents on Ffynnonbwla Road northeast of the Site; and 

• Residents at Rhydyfelin, Pontypridd in the north. 

5.14. The land use planning system considers that public views are of greater value than views from 
private property.  The LVA considers effects on both public and private views. 

Assessment Viewpoints 

5.15. This visual assessment is informed by twelve viewpoints discussed in the table overleaf and 
shown on Figure 6. The viewpoints are fixed points in the LVA study area and provide information 
that informs the description of the visual (and landscape) baseline and the assessment of effects. 

5.16. Figure 7 provides photography that shows the existing view towards the Site from each viewpoint. 
Viewpoint photography also assists in understanding the baseline landscape and visual 
environment at the Site and in its context. 
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Table 2: Assessment Viewpoints 

Viewpoint 
Reference 

Viewpoint Location Approximate Distance 
from the Site and the 
Direction of the View 
towards the Site 

Visual Receptors 

1 

PRoW 45/1 running 
west east between 
Maesmawr Road and 
Pound Farm Lane 

100m 

Looking northwest and 
north. 

Persons on PRoW 45/1. 

Residents at the property 
off Maesmawr Road, on 
lower ground southeast of 
the Site (Brynglas House). 

2 

Pound Farm 
farmhouse and 
farmyard 

15m 

Looking northeast to 
south. 

Residents at Pound Farm. 

3 

Parking area opposite 
residential properties 
on the B4595 (at 
Tonteg) 

360m 

Looking southeast. 

Residents on the B4595 (at 
Tonteg) and persons at this 
parking area.  

4 

Road off the B4595 
(Tonteg) near the 
southern end of the 
NCN Link Route 

215m 

Looking northeast to 
southeast. 

Persons on this road and at 
the southern end of the 
NCN Link Route 

 

5 

Properties on the 
A4054 Cardiff Road 
(at Hawthorn) 

615m 

Looking southwest. 

Residents of these 
properties on the A4054 
Cardiff Road at Hawthorn. 

6 
Midway Retail Park 
car park, Pontypridd  

845m 

Looking southwest. 

Persons at Midway Retail 
Park car park, Pontypridd. 

7 

Rhymney Valley 
Ridgeway Walk on 
Eglwyslian Road 

1.9km 

Looking southwest. 

Persons on the Rhymney 
Valley Ridgeway Walk (long 
distance footpath) on 
Eglwyslian Road. 

8 

Ffynnonbwla Road 
near Flynnonblwa 
(farm properties) and 
PRoW 30/1 

1.6km 

Looking southwest. 

Persons on Ffynnonbwla 
Road (near Flynnonblwa 
farm properties).  

Persons on PRoW 30/1. 

9 
Eglwyslian Road 1.9km 

Looking southwest. 

Persons on Eglwyslian Road. 
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10 
Eglwyslian Road  1.8km 

Looking southwest. 

Persons on Eglwyslian Road. 

 

11 

Masefield Way, 
Rhydyfelin, 
Pontypridd  

2km 

Looking southeast. 

Persons and residents on 
Masefield Way, Rhydyfelin, 
Pontypridd. 

12 

PRoW 26#1 on the 
northern side of 
Garth Hill 

2.9km 

Looking north. 

Persons on PRoW 26#1 on 
the northern side of Garth 
Hill. 

 

5.17. The following paragraphs summarise existing views towards the Site, experienced by the visual 
receptors listed above, and with reference to relevant assessment viewpoints. Viewpoint 
photography is shown at Figure 7. 

Baseline Public Views 

Persons on PRoW and Published Walking Routes 

5.18. Views of the Site are experienced by persons on PRoW 45/1 running across a sloping field adjacent 
to the Site to the southeast, see Viewpoint 1, and by persons on PRoW 30/1 on the eastern valley 
slopes to the northeast, see Viewpoint 8. 

5.19. Section 2 of the Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk, between Eglwysilan in the north and Cefn Onn in 
the southeast, runs southwards within 3 and 2km of the Site boundary, along Eglwysilan Road and 
the upper slopes of Mynydd Meio northeast of the Site. The Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk is a 
published 28-mile walking route that winds around the ridgetops of the Caerphilly basin encircling 
the River Rhymney, running along a mix of ridgeway tracks, woodland paths and hedged lanes. 
Wide vistas across large parts of South East Wales are noted along the ridges.  

5.20. Viewpoint 7 shows an elevated view from the Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk along Eglwysilan 
Road, looking southwest towards the Site. Viewpoint 9 is on Eglwysilan Road south of the route of 
this Walk which runs onto higher ground. 

5.21. The Site is perceptible in distant elevated views northwest from Craig yr Allt, distinguishable as 
farmland on the lower valley slopes in the immediate context of Treforest Industrial Estate. 

5.22. The Site is barely distinguishable in distant panoramic views experienced by persons on PRoW 
26#1 on the northern side of Garth Hill in the south. 

Train Passengers and Road Users 

5.23. Passengers on the Valleys to Cardiff railway along the north-eastern boundary of the Site have 
some views into the Site where intervening landform and gaps in woodland allow partial views of 
sloping grassland in the Site. Views are fleeting and from a short section of this railway line. The 
Site likely would be more visible in the winter when there would be reduced screening and filtering 
of the Site by intervening woodland. 
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5.24. Views from rural lanes in the Sites context are often enclosed by tall mature roadside hedgerow 
and trees. Persons on Pound Farm Lane to the west and southwest of the Site have close views 
of the hedgerow along the Sites south-western boundary and have views into the Site at a field 
gate along this boundary. Views include grassland in the southern part of the Site before it falls 
northwards towards woodland along the north-eastern boundary of the Site.  

5.25. Persons on Ffynnonbwla Road and Eglwysilan Road northeast of the Site have some oblique 
elevated views southwest towards the site where roadside hedgerow, grassy banks and trees do 
not restrict views. 

5.26. Persons travelling south of the Upper Boat interchange, (south of the A470 roundabout), and along 
the A473 Gwaelod-Y-Garth Road over the River Taff has a fleeting view towards the Site on the 
lower valley slopes beyond intervening industrial development. 

Workers and Shoppers 

5.27. Views southwest towards the Site experienced by workers at Treforest Industrial Estate and by 
shoppers at Midway Retail Park car park in Pontypridd are restricted by intervening mature tree 
cover and built development. Sloping grassland in the Site (in particular its eastern extent) and 
boundary woodland is perceptible in these receptor views, as shown at Viewpoints 5 and 6.  

Baseline Private Views 

5.28. There are few residential properties close to the Site, within 0.5km of the Site boundary. The 
closest residential properties include Pound Farm to the northwest and west, and a single 
property on lower ground southeast of the Site off Maesmawr Road, (Brynglas House). Viewpoints 
1 and 2 show the nature of views towards the Site. 

5.29. Residents of properties alongside the B4595 on higher ground northwest of the Site have upper 
storey elevated views southeast towards the Site, like the view shown from Viewpoint 3 located 
at the parking area adjacent to the B4595 opposite these residential properties. 

5.30. Elevated views southeast from Maddison House, and Korbuild, on the B4595 towards the Site 
were restricted by intervening roadside trees during field assessment. There is the potential for 
upper storey winter views from these properties towards the Site on lower ground, where not 
obscured by intervening landform. 

5.31. Photograph 1 in section 4 above shows a glimpsed view of residential properties on the eastern 
wooded edge of Tonteg, on higher ground southwest of the Site. These properties are anticipated 
to be on Cheriton Grove and the nature of the view is anticipated to be similar to the view from 
Viewpoint 3. 

5.32. Viewpoint 5 shows the restricted views towards the Site experienced by persons living at a limited 
number of terraced residential properties along the A4054 Cardiff Road at Hawthorn. 

5.33. There are a few farm properties along the Ffynnonbwla Road northeast of the Site. Viewpoint 8 
illustrates the nature of views southwest across the valley towards Site grassland on the lower 
western valley slopes, seen beyond development on the valley floor.  

5.34. There are some residents at Rhydyfelin, Pontypridd in the north, between 1.5 and 2.5km of the Site 
boundary, that have distant elevated views southwards towards grassland within the Site, seen 
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beyond intervening built development and woodland screening. Viewpoint 11 indicates the nature 
of these views. 
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6. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
6.1. The Proposed Development is shown on the Layout Plan and the Elevations drawing submitted 

with the planning application. The proposed layout and embedded landscape proposals are 
shown on the Landscape Strategy at Appendix E. 

6.2. The Proposed Development includes two synchronous condensers each inside a 12m high 
building. A synchronous condenser is a rotating electrical machine that resembles a generator in 
design. Its purpose is to support the transmission system voltage by supplying and absorbing 
reactive power and providing synchronous inertia. 

6.3. The proposed synchronous condenser buildings, and associated equipment and electrical 
infrastructure, would be arranged side by side on development platforms on different levels. 
Access in the proposed compound would be along concrete pathways and the remainder of the 
compound would have a permeable gravel surface. The proposed compound would be secured 
by a 2.4m high green palisade security fence and accessed via a green security gate. 

6.4. Construction of the Proposed Development would commence with the ground works and civil 
construction. Once the majority of this is completed, the main equipment would be delivered and 
installed. Once in-situ, there would be a period of commissioning to get the site operational before 
going live. 

6.5. Each synchronous condenser building would have a dark (holly) green paint finish, like some of 
the agricultural buildings seen at Pound Farm. The holly green paint finish would assist in blending 
proposed buildings into the landscape and views which include mature woodland that would 
partially screen and/or background proposed buildings. 

6.6. Proposed equipment and electrical infrastructure would be lower in height than the synchronous 
condenser buildings and would be similar to the existing equipment seen at the Upper Boat 
substation to the north.  Proposed equipment includes: 

• Cable sealing end (which would link to an underground cable in the north, (which is not 
assessed as part of this LVA)); 

• Disconnector with two earth switches; 

• Circuit breaker; 

• Current transformer; 

• Relay room; and 

• Ventilation equipment to the southeast of both synchronous condenser buildings. 

6.7. The proposed access track to the proposed compound would enter the Site off Pound Farm Lane, 
through a new gap in roadside hedgerow. A short section of existing hedgerow would be removed 
to accommodate the proposed access track. The access track would run along the western part 
of the south-western boundary of the site of the Proposed Development and would have a 
permeable gravel surface. 
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Proposed Earthworks 

6.8. The ‘Proposed Sectional Elevations’ drawing (Drawing No: UPP-SYNCO-SEL-005) shows that the 
Proposed Development would alter existing ground levels to create separate development 
platforms for proposed buildings and associated equipment and electrical infrastructure. 

6.9. The Landscape Strategy at Appendix E shows approximate proposed spot heights (relating to 
the section lines on the ‘Proposed Sectional Elevations’ drawing) and indicates the approximate 
location of potential retaining structures. Proposed alterations to Site topography is discussed 
further in section 7 below. 

Proposed Lighting and CCTV 

6.10. Proposed lighting would include lighting on each synchronous condenser building and around the 
compound.  Lighting would be fixed onto the buildings to illuminate the general circulation routes. 
The compound would require more focussed task lighting via hinged columns.  Lighting would 
comprise motion-sensitive lighting, designed to be downward facing to minimise light-spill. 

6.11. The Proposed Development would require 24-hour operation and monitoring due to the 
infrequency of visits by operational staff. Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) would be installed to 
monitor the perimeter of the Proposed Development. 

Mitigation and Enhancement 

6.12. Potential effects have been reviewed throughout the assessment process and measures 
identified to avoid or reduce landscape and visual effects. Several configurations for the Proposed 
Development have been considered including reducing the levels across the entire compound 
area to create one development platform. This however would make safe vehicle access to the 
compound difficult and would comprise a complex engineering operation. 

6.13. The proposed approach involving the creation of development platforms on different levels 
minimises ground disturbance, allows for safe vehicle access to the compound and would assist 
in reducing visibility of the Proposed Development, (specifically the tallest components, the 
synchronous condenser buildings), in the landscape and views. Proposed buildings and fencing 
also would be a dark (holly) green colour to assist in blending new development into the landscape 
and views. 

6.14. Consideration also has been given to Rhondda Cynon Taf Council’s pre-application advice dated 
22nd June 2022, which states: 

 “…it is considered that the proposal could be viewed in context with existing industrial buildings 
which would limit its overall visual impact both in terms of the local and wider area. It is also noted 
the site is currently well screened to the northern and southern boundaries by numerous trees and 
hedgerows which would help to screen the development from more localised viewpoints, and it is 
recommended that every effort is made to retain these trees and hedgerows in any future scheme.” 

6.15. The Proposed Development has been designed to avoid or minimise direct effects on landscape 
elements such as trees and hedgerow, and includes new planting discussed below. 

6.16. The Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) at Appendix D shows tree and hedgerow retention 
and removal resulting from the Proposed Development. The majority of existing vegetation would 
be retained. 
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6.17. Planting also is proposed as shown on the Landscape Strategy at Appendix E. 

6.18. Landscape proposals for the Proposed Development are a response to the existing landscape of 
the Site and the opportunities presented for the enhancement of existing features and the 
creation of new landscape features. Landscape proposals include: 

• Hedgerow along the south-eastern and south-western field boundaries retained, and 
where necessary infilled with native species to enhance this landscape element and local 
landscape character; 

• Woodland management along the edges of the Proposed Development to maintain tree 
health and the landscape, screening and ecological value of existing woodland; 

• New native hedgerow planting parallel to the north-western boundary of the proposed 
compound to provide some screening of the Proposed Development and to create a new 
field boundary replicating previous field boundaries lost; 

• New native hedgerow planting parallel to the north-eastern boundary of the proposed 
compound to provide additional enclosure and screening of the Proposed Development 
in views from the railway and from the north and northeast, and to reinforce and enhance 
this green edge; 

• New woodland structure planting, comprising new tree planting with an understorey of 
shrubs along the south-eastern boundary of the proposed compound, to provide 
screening in views from the southeast and south and to reinforce existing tree cover; and 

• Species-rich meadow grassland surrounding and to the northwest of the proposed 
compound, improving Site biodiversity. 

6.19. The assessment of landscape and visual effects below takes account of existing vegetation and 
proposed planting, and its screening value, on completion (at Year 0) and at Year 15 onwards. 
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7. EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 
7.1. Landscape elements in the Site potentially affected by the Proposed Development include 

grassland, topography, boundary hedgerow, trees and woodland. Potential effects on these 
landscape elements are assessed below. 

Grassland 

7.2. The Site largely comprises grassland grazed by sheep. 

7.3. One of the key characteristics of NLCA 37: South Wales Valleys, discussed in section 4 above, 
refers to “Improved pastures on some lower valley sides - grazed by sheep and some dairy cattle.”  

7.4. The Site and adjacent grassland and arable farmland to the southeast and south are included in 
the northern part of the Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA. The Site and adjacent 
fields are surrounded by mature tree cover, including woodland to the south which separates the 
Site and adjacent fields from the wider SLA. 

7.5. Grassland in the Site is of medium value. It also is assessed as having a low susceptibility to the 
change proposed, as the Site could be returned to grassland relatively quickly following the 
decommissioning of the Proposed Development.  

7.6. Grassland in the Site has a medium sensitivity to the Proposed Development. 

7.7. The Proposed Development would result in the partial loss of grassland, within the proposed 
compound and along the proposed access track off Pound Farm Lane. This would result in a 
medium magnitude of change on this landscape element. 

7.8. Grassland also would be replaced by proposed woodland structure planting and hedgerow shown 
on the Landscape Strategy at Appendix E. The proposed landscape strategy also would replace 
grassland in the remainder of the Site with species-rich meadow grassland, resulting in a 
beneficial effect on this landscape element and on Site biodiversity. 

7.9. There would be a permanent loss of grassland within part of the site of the Proposed Development 
resulting in adverse effects on this landscape element. Grassland in the remainder of the Site 
would however be replaced by species-rich meadow grassland, (and proposed hedgerow and 
woodland), resulting in a beneficial effect on this landscape element.  The overall effect on 
grassland in the Site would be moderate beneficial. 

Topography  

7.10. The Site is on the lower western slopes of the Taff Valley. Land in the Site generally slopes from 
south to north with localised undulations across the Site.   

7.11. The value of the Site’s topography is medium, and Site topography has a medium susceptibility 
to the Proposed Development. The overall sensitivity of the Site’s topography is assessed as 
medium. 

7.12. The Proposed Development has been designed to integrate into the Site’s sloping landform. 
Proposed alterations to existing ground levels have been minimised as far as possible. 
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7.13. Sections A and B on the ‘Proposed Sectional Elevations’ drawing (Drawing No: UPP-SYNCO-SEL-
005) show the Proposed Development orientated northwest southeast across sloping ground. 
Ground levels would be lowered across the south-eastern part of the development footprint, to 
minimise the height of the proposed synchronous condenser buildings above ground, see also 
Section C. 

7.14. Sections C and D show the proposed change to topography falling southwest to northeast 
towards the northern boundary of the Site and show a greater alteration to topography to 
accommodate each synchronous condenser building and associated equipment on separate 
development platforms. 

7.15. Proposed cut and fill is subject to detailed assessment, and any retaining walls and/or structures 
required would be designed by an experienced and competent engineer. 

7.16. The Proposed Development would result in a partial alteration to topography across the Site. The 
magnitude of change on this landscape element would be medium. The overall effect on this 
landscape element would be moderate adverse. 

Hedgerow 

7.17. Field boundary hedgerows are identified in section 4 above as a key characteristic of NLCA 37. 
The Site is in the northern part of the Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA. One of 
the key policies and management for this SLA, (identified in the SLA Statement of Value included 
at Appendix B of this LVA), refers to conserving hedges and small woods. 

7.18. Site hedgerows have medium value. Hedgerows are limited to those on the south-eastern and 
south-western boundaries of the Site and have a low susceptibility to the proposed change. The 
sensitivity of the Site’s hedgerows is assessed as medium. 

7.19. The AIA at Appendix D summarises anticipated impacts on hedgerow (and trees) resulting from 
the Proposed Development. The Landscape Strategy at Appendix E also shows hedgerow to be 
removed and shows hedgerow proposed. 

7.20. A short section of roadside hedgerow would be removed to accommodate the proposed access 
track off Pound Farm Lane. The magnitude of change would be low. 

7.21. New hedgerow is proposed parallel to the north-western edge of the proposed compound, on 
the northern side of the overhead line. Proposed hedgerow would create a new field boundary 
between existing roadside hedgerow in the southwest and mature trees on the Site boundary in 
the northeast. Whilst this new field boundary would not be reinstating a historic field boundary in 
the exact location from which it has been lost or removed, it would restore the smaller scale field 
pattern lost or removed previously, see section 5.0 of the Historic Impact Assessment submitted 
with the planning application. 

7.22. Proposed hedgerow would increase habitat connectivity and Site biodiversity and would provide 
some screening of the Proposed Development in views from the west and northwest, particularly 
in views from Pound Farm on lower ground to the west and northwest of the proposed compound. 

7.23. New hedgerow also is proposed along the northern boundary of the Site, between gaps in existing 
tree cover. Overtime, this hedgerow would provide additional screening of the Proposed 
Development in train passenger views from the railway to the immediate north of the proposed 
compound and would provide habitat connectivity and increase Site biodiversity. 
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7.24. The Landscape Strategy also proposes management of the existing hedgerow along the south-
eastern boundary of the Site, shown Viewpoint 1. This hedgerow boundary would be allowed to 
grow taller to provide additional screening and filtering of the Proposed Development in PRoW 
(footpath) and residents views northwest and north. 

7.25. The proposed Landscape Strategy would result in a net gain in Site hedgerow and improvements 
to the existing hedgerow along the south-eastern edge of the Proposed Development. This would 
result in a high magnitude of change. The overall effect on hedgerow would be major beneficial. 

Individual Trees and Woodland 

7.26. Tree cover in the Site includes woodland in the south and along the north-eastern and north-
western boundaries of the Site. In the Site, tree cover is limited to an Ash tree near the centre of 
the Site on the southern side of the high voltage overhead line running across the Site. This Ash 
tree has previously been pruned to avoid the overhead line, resulting in the removal of a large 
proportion of the western part of its crown. This tree has low landscape value.  

7.27. Woodland in the south of the Site and on the boundaries of the Site has greater landscape (and 
ecological) value and contributes to the wooded character of the lower western slopes of the Taff 
Valley, which is recognised as a primary landscape quality and feature of the Efail Isaf, Garth and 
Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA which the Site is included in. 

7.28. Site woodland has medium value and has a low susceptibility to the proposed change. The 
sensitivity of the Site’s woodland is assessed as medium. 

7.29. The AIA at Appendix D identifies that the Ash tree near the centre of the Site and the Oak tree in 
the south would be removed to accommodate the proposed compound. The magnitude of 
change and the overall effect on individual trees in the Site would be low and the overall effect 
would be minor. 

7.30. The Landscape Strategy at Appendix E proposes native woodland structure planting between 
existing boundary hedgerow and the south-eastern edge of the Proposed Development. 
Proposed woodland would reinforce the wooded boundaries of the Site and the wooded 
character of the valley slopes and would provide additional screening of the Proposed 
Development in views northeast and north from the PRoW (footpath) running northwest across 
the adjacent sloping field and in views northwest from the residential property on lower ground 
to the southeast. Proposed woodland also would increase habitat connectivity and Site 
biodiversity. 

7.31. The proposed Landscape Strategy would result in a partial gain in Site woodland as a result of the 
Proposed Development. This would result in a medium magnitude of change. The overall effect on 
woodland would be moderate beneficial. 

Summary of Effects on Landscape Elements 

7.32. The effects on landscape elements in the Site resulting from the Proposed Development are 
summarised in the table overleaf. 
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Table 3: Summary of Effects on Landscape Elements 

Landscape 
Elements 

Value Susceptibility Sensitivity Magnitude 
of Change 

Overall Effect 

Grassland 
Medium Low Medium Medium Moderate 

beneficial 

Topography 
Medium Medium Medium Medium  Moderate 

adverse 

Hedgerow 
Medium Low Medium High Major 

beneficial 

Individual trees Low Low Low Low Minor adverse 

Woodland 
Medium Low Medium Medium Moderate 

beneficial 
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8. EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE 
8.1. The assessment of landscape effects considers the sensitivity of the landscape and the 

magnitude of change to come to an overall judgement in accordance with the LVA Method at 
Appendix A. 

Landscape Sensitivity 

8.2. Landscape sensitivity combines judgements of the landscape’s susceptibility to change of the 
type of development proposed and the value attached to the landscape as defined in the 
landscape baseline. 

Landscape Value 

8.3. As identified in section 4 above, the Site landscape and higher ground in the surrounding valley 
landscape largely designated as Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) are of medium value overall. 

8.4. The valley floor landscape comprising extensive development including Treforest Industrial Estate, 
retail development and main roads is of low value. 

Landscape Susceptibility to Change 

8.5. The susceptibility of a landscape to change is dependent on the characteristics of the receiving 
landscape and the nature of the development proposed. 

8.6. The Proposed Development would alter ground levels and introduce new buildings, equipment, 
electrical infrastructure and hard standing onto part of a large sloping agricultural field partially 
contained by mature woodland and hedgerow on its boundaries. 

8.7. Overall, the Site has a medium susceptibility to change to the Proposed Development because:  

• High voltage overhead lines run across the Site and its immediate surroundings and there 
is a pylon near the centre of the Site; 

• The Site’s context includes the Upper Boat substation to the north and industrial and 
commercial development at Treforest Industrial Estate to the north and east, beyond the 
railway line along the Site’s north-eastern boundary; 

• Existing mature woodland along the Site’s boundaries and in the Site’s immediate context 
partially contains and screens the Site and provides a backdrop to the Site; 

• There are some opportunities for landscape and visual mitigation; and  

• The landscape has a medium capacity to accommodate the type of development 
proposed. 

8.8. The landscape influenced by the road network to the west and northwest of the Site, and the 
valley floor landscape in the immediate context of the Site has a low susceptibility to the change 
proposed given the presence and nature of existing development and restricted inter-visibility 
with the Site due to intervening development and/or woodland screening. 
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8.9. The eastern valley slopes and distant hills to the southeast and south (referring to Craig yr Allt 
and Garth Hill) also have a low susceptibility to the change proposed due to distance, the location 
of the Site on the lower slopes and the presence of significant development on the valley floor in 
the immediate context of the Site. 

8.10. The susceptibility of NLCA 37 to the Proposed Development is low.  There are some significant 
areas of built development present in the NLCA, including on the Taff valley floor and in the 
immediate context of the Site. 

Landscape Sensitivity 

8.11. The sensitivity of each landscape receptor identified is provided in the table below. 

Table 4: Landscape Sensitivity 

Receptor Value Susceptibility to 
Change 

Sensitivity 

The Site Medium Medium Medium 

Efail Isaf, Garth and 
Nantgarw Western Slopes 
SLA and SLA in the Sites 
context 

Medium Medium Medium 

Immediate surroundings - 
Landscape to the west 
and northwest and the 
valley floor landscape to 
the north, northeast, east 
and southeast of the Site 

Low Low Low 

Wider landscape - Eastern 
valley slopes and distant 
hills to the southeast and 
south 

Medium Low Medium 

NLCA 37: South Wales 
Valleys 

Medium Low Medium 

 

Effects on Landscape during Construction 

8.12. During construction, sloping grassland in the Site would be replaced in part with a temporary 
construction site resulting in the Proposed Development. There would be an increased level of 
activity and movement of construction vehicles and plant within the Site. This would occur 
alongside the provision of temporary infrastructure such as access; parking; the storage of 
materials; and general construction works. All are uncharacteristic features of the Site landscape, 
but generally would have a temporary and short-term effect on landscape character at the Site 
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and adjacent to it. All construction works would be carried out in accordance with best practice 
to avoid, reduce or limit the extent of effects as far as possible.  

8.13. During construction, there would be a moderate magnitude of change on the Site and in its 
immediate surroundings for the short-term. Given the moderate magnitude of change predicted, 
and the medium sensitivity of the Site landscape, the overall effect of construction activity on the 
landscape character of the Site would be moderate. 

8.14. Construction activity would introduce some localised disturbance within LANDMAP aspect areas 
and NLCA 37 and would have the potential to affect aesthetic and perceptual aspects of 
landscape character beyond the Site boundary.  The change to land use and activity within the 
Site would be perceptible (to varying degrees) from higher ground to the northwest and 
southwest; from the eastern slopes of the Taff Valley to the north, east and southeast of the Site; 
and from higher ground to the southeast and would be seen in the context of Treforest Industrial 
Estate. 

8.15. The construction stage would be of relatively short duration (between 9 and 12 months) and any 
potential effects would be similar to those identified during the long-term operational phase of 
the Proposed Development. This assessment therefore focuses on the longer-term operational 
stage of the Proposed Development provided below. 

Effects on Landscape during Operation 

Effect on Landscape at the Site 

8.16. The Proposed Development would introduce two 12m high dark green buildings and associated 
equipment and electrical infrastructure onto part of a large, grassed field on the lower western 
slopes of the Taff Valley influenced by high voltage overhead lines and in the immediate context 
of a development on the valley floor to the north, east and southeast. 

8.17. The Proposed Development would be partly contained by existing mature woodland on its 
boundaries and backgrounded by woodland on the valley slope. Proposed hedgerow 
management and new hedgerow planting along with new woodland structure planting would 
enhance and reinforce the green edges of the Proposed Development and would soften the 
appearance of the new development. 

8.18. The Proposed Development has been designed to integrate new built development into the 
surrounding landscape and to minimise its effects on landscape. Mitigation measures include 
lowering ground levels to create development platforms that allow the tallest components (the 
12m high synchronous condenser buildings) to be sited on lower ground reducing their influence 
and visibility; the proposed dark (holly) green paint finish on proposed buildings and compound 
security fence; and the retention and management of mature hedgerow and trees on the 
boundaries of the Proposed Development supplemented with new hedgerow and woodland 
structure planting. 

8.19. Overall, the Proposed Development would result in a notable scale of change on landscape 
character within the Site.  The magnitude of change would be medium. The overall effect would 
be moderate on completion (at Year 0). Landscape effects would reduce following successful 
management of the existing hedgerow in the south-east and the establishment of new hedgerow 
in the short-term, however the overall effect would remain as moderate for the medium-term. 
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8.20. At Year 15 onwards, the Proposed Development would be established in the landscape and 
proposed woodland structure planting would be maturing reinforcing the south-eastern edge of 
the Proposed Development and softening the appearance of the development. Adverse effects 
on the Site landscape would reduce however the overall effect on the Site would remain 
moderate for the duration of the Proposed Development. 

Effect on Special Landscape Areas (SLA) 

8.21. As stated in section 3 above, SLAs have been designated to protect areas of ‘fine landscape 
quality’. 

8.22. The Proposed Development would be introduced onto part of a large agricultural field in the 
northern most part of the ‘Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes’ SLA and would occupy 
a small part of this SLA which extends approximately 2.5km to the south towards Garth Hill and 
approximately 4.4km to the southwest. The sloping agricultural fields to the south of the Proposed 
Development and Pound Farm Lane, (see Figure 5), also in this part of the SLA, would not be 
affected and mature woodland to the southeast and south of the Proposed Development and 
adjacent farmland would define and contain the southern context of the Proposed Development. 

8.23. Policy SSA23 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan requires development in SLAs to 
be of the highest possible design standards. 

8.24. As discussed in section 6 above, potential effects have been reviewed throughout the 
assessment process and measures have been identified to avoid or reduce landscape and visual 
effects. The layout, design, and appearance of the Proposed Development have been carefully 
considered and hedgerow management and new hedgerow and woodland planting is proposed 
to minimise landscape and visual effects. 

8.25. The Proposed Development would result in a low magnitude of change on the eastern part of the 
Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA comprising the Taff Vale sides and floor, 
discussed in section 3 above. The overall effect would be minor at year 0. 

8.26. Hedgerow management and new woodland structure planting along the south-eastern edge of 
the Proposed Development would provide additional enclosure and screening of the Proposed 
Development from the SLA in the south. The overall effect would however remain as minor at year 
15 and for the long-term. 

8.27. The magnitude of change and overall effect on this SLA overall would be negligible at year 0 and 
year 15. 

8.28. The Proposed Development would not affect the primary landscape qualities and features of 
other SLAs in the surrounding landscape with potential intervisibility with the Proposed 
Development, referring to SLA23.9; SLA23.10 and SLA23.11. 

Effect on the Landscape Surrounding the Site 

8.29. Beyond the Site, the Proposed Development would not result in the physical alteration or removal 
of landscape features and elements important to the baseline. Effects would be on aesthetic and 
perceptual aspects of landscape character. 

8.30. The Proposed Development would result in a permanent change in landcover across the eastern 
part of the Site from pasture to electrical infrastructure in the settlement fringe landscape. This 



         

AUGUST 2022 | LH | P22-0919  41 

would result in a localised medium magnitude of change, and a moderate overall effect on 
landscape in close proximity. The perception of this change would be limited to a very small part 
of the landscape within 0.5km of the Proposed Development. Whilst hedgerow management and 
new hedgerow and woodland planting would contribute to local landscape character, it would not 
be sufficient to reduce the magnitude of change by year 15. 

8.31. In the wider landscape surrounding the Site, the Proposed Development would be seen, to varying 
degrees depending on screening by vegetation, landform and built-form, elevation and distance 
from the Proposed Development. The Proposed Development would be seen in conjunction with 
existing infrastructure such as pylons and development at Treforest Industrial Estate.  

8.32. The character of part of the Site would change as a result of the Proposed Development; however, 
the Proposed Development would not be totally uncharacteristic in the landscape and would 
retain and include key landscape elements characteristic of the wider landscape including 
hedgerow and woodland.  

8.33. The Proposed Development would be appropriate in terms of its type, scale and massing with 
consideration to existing electrical infrastructure on the Site and in its immediate surroundings, 
including Upper Boat substation to the north, and with consideration to large-scale built 
development at Treforest Industrial Estate to the north, east and southeast, beyond the railway 
line along the north-eastern edge of the Proposed Development. 

8.34. The Proposed Development would have low magnitude of change and a minor overall effect on 
the scenic quality, integrity, character and sense of place of the eastern part of the Mynydd y 
Glyn visual and sensory and cultural landscape LANDMAP aspect areas. 

8.35. The magnitude of change on landscape character of the surrounding landscape would be low or 
negligible and the overall effect would be minor or negligible. 

Effect on NLCA 37: South Wales Valleys 

8.36. The Proposed Development would be introduced into the south-eastern part of NLCA 37: South 
Wales Valleys. It would occupy sloping ground and agricultural land that occurs throughout the 
NLCA and contributes to the character of the NLCA as a whole. The Proposed Development would 
not result in the alteration or removal of landscape elements or features of particular importance 
to landscape character.  

8.37. The Proposed Development would be seen from localised parts of the western valley slopes and 
the valley floor within 1km of the Site and would be seen from the eastern valley slopes to the 
north, northeast, east and southeast, as well as from Craig yr Allt and Garth Hill to the southeast 
and south of the Site.  The Proposed Development would be seen in the context of Treforest 
Industrial Estate and would be a minor element or barely distinguishable in distant views from 
elevated locations.  

8.38. Changes at a Site level resulting from the Proposed Development would be small scale and not 
likely to affect landscape character as defined by the NLCA. The magnitude of change and overall 
effect on landscape character of the NLCA as a whole would be negligible at both year 0 and 
year 15. 
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Summary of Effects on Landscape 

8.39. The table below summarises the magnitude of change and overall effect on landscape character 
assessed above. 

Table 5: Summary of Effects on Landscape During Operation 

Landscape Receptor Sensitivity Development 
Phase 

Magnitude of 
Change 

Overall Effect 

The Site 

Medium Year 0 Medium Moderate 

Year 15 Same as at year 
0. 

Same as at year 0. 

Efail Isaf, Garth and 
Nantgarw Western 
Slopes SLA 

Medium Year 0 Low (eastern 
part of this SLA) 

Negligible (SLA 
overall) 

Minor (eastern 
part of this SLA) 

Negligible (SLA 
overall) 

Year 15 Same as at year 
0. 

Same as at year 0. 

Local Landscape 
Context of the Site 

Low Year 0 Low (northwest 
and southwest 
comprising 
landscape on the 
edge of Tonteg) 

Negligible (north 
and east across 
valley floor) 

Minor (northwest 
and southwest 
comprising 
landscape on the 
edge of Tonteg) 

Negligible (north 
and east across 
valley floor) 

Year 15 Same as at year 
0. 

Same as at year 0. 

Wider Landscape 
Context of the Site 
(largely within SLAs) 

Medium Year 0 Low (northeast 
and east) 

Negligible 
(southeast and 
south) 

Minor (northeast 
and east) 

Negligible 
(southeast and 
south) 

Year 15 Same as at year 
0. 

Same as at year 0. 

NLCA 37: South Wales 
Valleys 

Medium Year 0 Negligible Negligible 

Year 15 Same as at year 
0. 

Same as at year 0. 
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9. EFFECTS ON VIEWS 
9.1. This section assesses the sensitivity of the views potentially affected by the Proposed 

Development, the magnitude of the predicted change, and the overall effect on each view 
assessed. 

Sensitivity of Visual Receptors 

9.2. The sensitivity of visual receptors depends on the susceptibility of the visual receptor to changes 
in views as a result of the development and the value of the view (as set out in the LVA Method in 
Appendix A). This LVA assesses the potential effect on both public and private views, however in 
planning terms there is no private right to a view. 

Susceptibility to Change 

9.3. The criteria for assessing the susceptibility to change of views is shown in Table 7 of the LVA 
Method at Appendix A. 

Value of View 

9.4. Views towards the Site from the surrounding area are of medium value where they are 
experienced by persons in Special Landscape Areas (a local landscape designation that protects 
areas of ‘fine landscape quality’) or are of low value. 

Receptor Sensitivity 

9.5. In accordance with the LVA Method at Appendix A, the sensitivity of each identified visual 
receptor is set out in the table below. 

Table 6: Visual Receptor Sensitivity 

Receptor Viewpoints Value Susceptibility 
to Change 

Sensitivity 

Walkers on 
published long 
distance 
footpaths 

7 Medium High High 

Walkers on PRoW 1, 8, 12 Medium High High 

Train passengers Not applicable. Low Medium Medium 

Persons on main 
roads 

3 Low Low Low 

Persons on rural 
roads 

7, 8, 9, 10 Medium Medium Medium 

Shoppers 6 Low Low Low 
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Workers Not applicable. Low Low Low 

Residents 
2, 3, 5, 8, 11 Medium 

and Low 
High High and 

Medium 

Effects on Views during Construction 

9.6. During construction visual effects would arise from construction activities including increased 
human activity on the Site, the establishment of a construction compound and parking; the 
storage of materials; and the temporary operation of machinery engaged in soil-stripping, 
earthworks and building operations. 

9.7. Where high-level construction activity such as cranes would be visible from beyond the Site's 
immediate surroundings, it would be seen in the context of existing high voltage pylons and/or 
industrial and commercial development at Treforest Industrial Estate. 

9.8. The effects of construction activity on visual amenity would be incremental and would vary during 
the construction period. Visual effects would be short term and temporary. All construction works 
would be carried out in accordance with best practice to avoid, reduce or limit the extent of 
adverse visual effects as far as possible. 

9.9. The greatest change on views during construction would be experienced by persons with 
predominantly open close views of construction activity, including walkers on PRoW 45/1 running 
west east between Maesmawr Road and Pound Farm Lane and residents of a property southeast 
of the Site; and including residents at Pound Farm to the west and northwest, as well as persons 
on Pound Farm Lane and on the railway line adjacent to the Site. This is due to the proximity to 
the Site and the extent of construction works that would be visible. Views of construction activity 
from Pound Farm Lane and the adjacent railway however would be transient and experienced 
from short sections of these routes due to screening by intervening hedgerow and/or mature 
woodland along these linear routes. 

9.10. The construction stage would be of relatively short duration and any potential effects would be 
similar or lower than those identified during the long-term operation of the Proposed 
Development. This assessment therefore focuses on the longer-term operational stage of the 
Proposed Development. 

Effects on Views during Operation 

9.11. Following the completion of the Proposed Development the greatest levels of effects would still 
be experienced by those receptors closest to the Site. Such effects have been mitigated by the 
design of the Proposed Development in conjunction with proposed planting, which over time 
would become established and help to filter and soften views. 

9.12. The assessment of effects on views during operation, on completion (at Year 0) and at Year 
15, from each of the 12 assessment viewpoints is provided in Table 7 below.
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Table 7: Operational Effects on Views from Assessment Viewpoints 

Assessment 
Viewpoint 

Receptor 
Sensitivity 

Development 
Phase 

Magnitude of Change Overall Effect 

1) PRoW 45/1
between Maesmawr
Road and Pound
Farm Lane

High Year 0 The Proposed Development would introduce two green 
synchronous condenser buildings and associated 
equipment and electrical infrastructure into the middle 
distance of the view, partly visible above intervening 
sloping farmland with mature woodland beyond, 
including on high ground in the distance looking 
northwest.  

The Proposed Development would be clearly visible and 
would result in a partial change to the view from this 
viewpoint. In closer views from the western section of 
this footpath, the Propsoed Development would result in 
a major change in the view from this PRoW. 

The magnitude of change on views from this PRoW 
would be moderate and high. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a major 
deterioration in the 
closest views from the 
western part of this 
PRoW, for the 
medium-term 
(between year 0 and 
year 15). 

There would be a clear 
deterioration in the 
view from the eastern 
part of this PRoW. 

The overall effect on 
views from this PRoW 
would be major. 

Year 15 Taller hedgerow along the south-eastern edge of the 
Proposed Development and mature woodland proposed 
along part of the south-eastern edge of the Proposed 
Development would provide a greater degree of 
screening and filtering of proposed synchronous 
condenser buildings in views . 

The magnitude of change would reduce to being 
medium. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a clear 
deterioration in the 
view for the long-
term. The overall 
effect on the view 
would reduce to being 
moderate. 
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2) Pound Farm 
farmhouse and 
farmyard 

High Year 0 

 

The Proposed Development would remove the individual 
Ash tree from a small part of the view and would 
introduce additional lower height electrical equipment 
into the view beyond rising grassland and new hedgerow 
planting. New electrical infrastructure would be seen 
alongside the existing high voltage pylon. 

The upper part of the two green condenser buildings 
likely would be perceptible in the distance above 
intervening landform and beyond proposed electrical 
infrastructure. 

A short section of hedgerow would be removed from a 
small part of the view and the stone access track 
replacing grassland, likely would be perceptible from 
upper storey property windows. 

In the short-term (between year 0 and year 5), 
proposed hedgerow in the middle distance of the view, 
would establish and mature up to approximately 3m 
high, providing a greater degree of screening and 
filtering of proposed electrical infrastructure. 

Overall, the Proposed Development would be partly 
visible in the middle distance. It would result in some 
change in the view, forming an important but not a 
defining element in the view. 

The magnitude of change would be medium. 

 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a clear 
deterioration in the 
view. 

The overall effect on 
the view would be 
moderate. 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as medium. The overall effect on 
the view would remain 
as moderate. 
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3) The B4595 near
residential
properties adjacent
to this road (Tonteg)

Low (road users) 

High (residents) 

Year 0 The Proposed Development would introduce additional 
lower height electrical equipment into the view beyond 
proposed hedgerow planting and would introduce two 
new buildings into a small part of the elevated 
panoramic view that extends across the valley. New 
electrical infrastructure would be seen alongside the 
existing high voltage pylon. 

The upper part of the two green condenser buildings 
likely would be perceptible in the distance above 
intervening landform and beyond proposed electrical 
infrastructure. 

A short section of hedgerow would be removed from a 
very small part of the view and the stone access track 
replacing grassland, likely would be perceptible from 
upper storey property windows. 

In the short-term (between year 0 and year 5), 
proposed hedgerow in the middle distance of the view, 
would establish and mature up to approximately 3m 
high, providing a greater degree of screening and 
filtering of proposed electrical infrastructure. 

Overall, the Proposed Development would result in a low 
alteration to the existing view which includes large 
warehouse development and electricity pylons. A small 
proportion of the view would be affected. 

The magnitude of change would be low. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a slight 
deterioration in the 
view overall from 
residential properties 
and in transient road 
user views. 

The overall effect on 
the view would be 
minor. 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as low. The overall effect on 
the view would remain 
as minor. 
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4) Road off the 
B4595 Main Road 
(Tonteg) near the 
southern end of the 
NCN Link Route 

Low Year 0 

 

Intervening woodland restricts views of the Site. The Site 
would be heavily filtered in winter views. The magnitude 
of change would be negligible. 

 

Negligible 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as negligible. 

 

Negligible  

5) Properties on the 
A4054 Cardiff Road 
(Hawthorn) 

High Year 1 

 

The Proposed Development, in particular the 
synchronous condenser buildings would be partly visible 
in a very small proportion of the view, seen above 
intervening buildings within Treforest Industrial Estate 
and beyond existing electrical infrastructure. 

The magnitude of change would be negligible. 

 

Negligible 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as negligible. 

 

Negligible 

6) Midway Retail 
Park car park, 
Pontypridd  

Low Year 0 

 

The Proposed Development would be partly visible in a 
very small proportion of the view, seen above 
intervening development within Treforest Industrial 
Estate. The Proposed Development would be 
backgrounded by woodland and seen in the context of 
high voltage pylons on the horizon. 

The magnitude of change would be negligible. 

 

Negligible 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as negligible. 

 

Negligible 
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7) Rhymney Valley 
Ridgeway Walk on 
Eglwyslian Road 

High Year 0 

 

The Proposed Development would result in a low 
alteration to the existing view and the introduction of 
features already present in the view, referring to 
industrial buildings at Treforest Industrial Estate, and 
Upper Boat substation. The Proposed Development 
would be seen in the immediate context of Treforest 
Industrial Estate with partial screening and 
backgrounding by mature woodland. 

The magnitude of change would be low. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a slight 
deterioration in the 
view. The overall 
effect on the view 
would be minor. 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as low. Minor 

8) Ffynnonbwla Road 
near Flynnonblwa 
(farm properties) 
and PRoW 30/1 

High Year 0 

 

The Proposed Development would result in a low 
alteration to the existing view and the introduction of 
features already present in the view, referring to 
industrial buildings at Treforest Industrial Estate, and 
Upper Boat substation. The Proposed Development 
would be seen in the immediate context of Treforest 
Industrial Estate with partial screening and 
backgrounding by mature woodland. 

The magnitude of change would be low. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a slight 
deterioration in the 
view. The overall 
effect on the view 
would be minor. 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as low. Minor 

9) Eglwyslian Road Medium Year 0 

 

The Proposed Development would be introduced onto 
lower ground in the middle distance of the elevated 
panoramic view. A small proportion of the view would be 
affected and there would be a low alteration to the view. 

The magnitude of change would be low. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a slight 
deterioration in the 
view. The overall 
effect on the view 
would be minor. 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as low. Minor 
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10) Eglwyslian Road Medium Year 0 The Proposed Development would be introduced onto 
lower ground in the middle distance of the elevated 
panoramic view. A small proportion of the view would be 
affected and there would be a low alteration to the view. 

The magnitude of change would be low. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a slight 
deterioration in the 
view. The overall 
effect on the view 
would be minor. 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as low. Minor 

11) Residents off
Masefield Way,
Rhydyfelin,
Pontypridd

Medium Year 0 The Proposed Development would replace farmland on 
the lower valley slopes with new buildings and electrical 
infrastructure, in the context of existing overhead lines 
and beyond intervening built development. A small 
proportion of the limited view from this road and from 
residential properties in this location would be affected 
and there would be a low alteration to the view. The 
magnitude of change would be low. 

The Proposed 
Development would 
result in a slight 
deterioration in the 
view. The overall 
effect on the view 
would be minor. 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would remain as low. Minor 

12) PRoW 26#1 on
the northern side of
Garth Hill

High Year 0 The Proposed Development would not be 
distinguishable in distant elevated panoramic views 
across the valley. 

Negligible 

Year 15 The magnitude of change would be negligible. Negligible 
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10. CONCLUSIONS 
10.1. This Landscape and Visual Assessment (LVA) has been prepared by Pegasus Group in relation to 

a planning application for the provision of a synchronous condenser with associated ancillary 
infrastructure, access and landscaping. 

10.2. The effects of the Proposed Development on the landscape and visual amenity have been 
assessed in accordance with the Guidelines for Visual and Impact Assessment Third Edition 
(GLVIA3). Effects have been assessed during the construction and operational phases of the 
Proposed Development and have taken account of the establishment of proposed mitigation 
planting and of mitigation planting in the long-term (year 15). The assessment of effects is based 
on the submitted planning application drawings. 

10.3. Potential effects have been reviewed throughout the assessment process and measures 
identified to avoid or reduce landscape and visual effects. Several configurations for the Proposed 
Development have been considered and the proposed approach involving the creation of 
development platforms on different levels minimises ground disturbance, allows for safe vehicle 
access to the compound and would assist in reducing visibility of the Proposed Development, 
(specifically the tallest components, the synchronous condenser buildings), in the landscape and 
views. Proposed buildings and fencing also would be a dark (holly) green colour to assist in 
blending new development into the landscape and views.  

10.4. Consideration also has been given to Rhondda Cynon Taf Council’s pre-application advice dated 
22nd June 2022, which states: 

 “…it is considered that the proposal could be viewed in context with existing industrial buildings 
which would limit its overall visual impact both in terms of the local and wider area. It is also noted 
the site is currently well screened to the northern and southern boundaries by numerous trees and 
hedgerows which would help to screen the development from more localised viewpoints, and it is 
recommended that every effort is made to retain these trees and hedgerows in any future scheme.” 

10.5. The description of existing views at section 5 above refers to the presence of existing 
development at Treforest Industrial Estate and tree and hedgerow screening of the Site (and the 
Proposed Development). 

10.6. The Proposed Development has been designed to minimise direct effects on Site trees and 
hedgerow and effects on these landscape elements are summarised below.  

10.7. The proposed Landscape Strategy also includes hedgerow management, and new hedgerow and 
tree planting to reinforce and enhance the existing green edges of the Site, to replicate former 
hedgerow along the north-western edge of the proposed compound as far as possible, and to 
provide additional screening of the Proposed Development. 

Effects on Landscape Elements 

10.8. Landscape elements in the Site potentially affected by the Proposed Development include 
grassland, topography, boundary hedgerow, trees and woodland. 

10.9. There would be a permanent loss of grassland within part of the site of the Proposed Development 
resulting in adverse effects on this landscape element. Grassland in the remainder of the Site 
would however be replaced by species-rich meadow grassland, (and proposed hedgerow and 
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woodland), resulting in a beneficial effect on this landscape element.  The overall effect on 
grassland in the Site would be moderate beneficial. 

10.10. The Proposed Development has been designed to integrate into the Site’s sloping landform. 
Proposed alterations to existing ground levels have been minimised as far as possible. The partial 
alteration to topography across the Site would result in a moderate overall effect on Site 
topography. 

10.11. The proposed Landscape Strategy would result in a net gain in Site hedgerow and improvements 
to the existing hedgerow along the south-eastern edge of the Proposed Development. This would 
result in a major beneficial overall effect on Site hedgerow. 

10.12. The AIA at Appendix D identifies that the Ash tree near the centre of the Site and the Oak tree in 
the south would be removed to accommodate the proposed compound. The overall effect on 
individual trees in the Site would be minor. 

10.13. The proposed Landscape Strategy would result in a partial gain in Site woodland resulting in a 
moderate beneficial overall effect on this landscape element. 

Effect on Landscape Character of the Site 

10.14. The most evident element of the Proposed Development would be the two 12m high synchronous 
condenser buildings. The Proposed Development would replace grassland and individual site 
trees with new electrical infrastructure in part of a large sloping field on the lower western valley 
slopes of the Taff Valley. The Proposed Development would be close to the wooded edge of 
Tonteg in the west, separated by road infrastructure, woodland and rising landform and would be 
south of Upper Boat substation and southwest and west of large-scale development at Treforest 
Industrial Estate beyond woodland and the Valleys to Cardiff railway line. 

10.15. The Proposed Development would result in a notable scale of change on landscape character 
within the Site and the overall effect would be moderate on completion (at Year 0). Landscape 
effects would reduce following successful management of the existing hedgerow in the south-
east and the establishment of new hedgerow in the short-term, however the overall effect would 
remain as moderate for the medium-term. 

10.16. At Year 15 onwards, the Proposed Development would be established in the landscape and 
proposed woodland structure planting would be maturing reinforcing the south-eastern edge of 
the Proposed Development and softening the appearance of the development. Adverse effects 
on the Site landscape would reduce however the overall effect on the Site would remain 
moderate for the duration of the Proposed Development 

Effect on SLA 

10.17. The Proposed Development would be introduced onto part of a large agricultural field in the 
northern most part of the ‘Efail Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes’ SLA and would occupy 
a small part of this SL. Mature woodland to the southeast and south of the Proposed Development 
and adjacent farmland would define and contain the southern context of the Proposed 
Development. The layout, design, and appearance of the Proposed Development have been 
carefully considered and hedgerow management and new hedgerow and woodland planting is 
proposed to minimise landscape and visual effects. 
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10.18. The Proposed Development would result in a minor overall effect on the eastern part of the Efail 
Isaf, Garth and Nantgarw Western Slopes SLA comprising the Taff Vale sides and floor and a 
negligible overall effect on this SLA overall, on completion and for the long-term. 

10.19. The Proposed Development would not affect the primary landscape qualities and features of 
other SLAs in the surrounding landscape with potential intervisibility with the Proposed 
Development, referring to SLA23.9; SLA23.10 and SLA23.11. 

Effect on the Landscape Surrounding the Site 

10.20. Beyond the Site, effects would be on aesthetic and perceptual aspects of landscape character. 

10.21. The Proposed Development would result in a permanent change in landcover across the eastern 
part of the Site from pasture to electrical infrastructure in the settlement fringe landscape. This 
would result in a moderate overall effect on landscape in close proximity, limited to a very small 
part of the landscape within 0.5km of the Proposed Development. Whilst hedgerow management 
and new hedgerow and woodland planting would contribute to local landscape character, it would 
not be sufficient to reduce the effect on landscape. 

10.22. In the wider landscape, the Proposed Development would be seen, to varying degrees depending 
on screening by vegetation, landform and built-form, elevation and distance from the Proposed 
Development, and would be seen in conjunction with existing infrastructure such as pylons and 
development at Treforest Industrial Estate. The Proposed Development would not be totally 
uncharacteristic in the landscape and would retain and include key landscape elements 
characteristic of the wider landscape including hedgerow and woodland.  

10.23. The Proposed Development would be appropriate in terms of its type, scale and massing with 
consideration to existing electrical infrastructure on the Site and in its immediate surroundings, 
including Upper Boat substation and large-scale built development at Treforest Industrial Estate. 

10.24. The Proposed Development would have a minor overall effect on the scenic quality, integrity, 
character and sense of place of the eastern part of the Mynydd y Glyn visual and sensory and 
cultural landscape LANDMAP aspect areas. 

10.25. The overall effect on landscape character of the surrounding landscape would be minor or 
negligible. 

Effect on NLCA 37: South Wales Valleys 

10.26. The Proposed Development would be introduced into the south-eastern part of NLCA 37: South 
Wales Valleys. It would occupy sloping ground and agricultural land that occurs throughout the 
NLCA and contributes to the character of the NLCA as a whole. The Proposed Development would 
not result in the alteration or removal of landscape elements or features of particular importance 
to landscape character.  

10.27. The Proposed Development would be seen from localised parts of the western valley slopes and 
the valley floor within 1km of the Site and would be seen from the eastern valley slopes to the 
north, northeast, east and southeast, as well as from Craig yr Allt and Garth Hill to the southeast 
and south of the Site.  The Proposed Development would be seen in the context of Treforest 
Industrial Estate and would be a minor element or barely distinguishable in distant views from 
elevated locations.  
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10.28. The overall effect on the landscape character of NLCA 37 as a whole, would be negligible at both 
year 0 and year 15. 

Effect on Views 

10.29. Views of the Site and potential views of the Proposed Development are mainly from: 

• The immediate surroundings of the Site including from PRoW 45/1 to the southeast; the 
adjacent railway line; Pound Farm Lane, Pound Farm; and a residential property on lower 
ground to the southeast (Brynglas House); 

• Some residential property on higher ground to the northwest and southwest on the 
wooded edge of Tonteg, within 0.5km of the Site; 

• Localised parts of the developed Taff valley floor and the lower eastern slopes to the 
northeast of the Site, mostly within 1km of the Site; 

• Rising ground to the northeast and east between 1 and 2km from the Site; and 

• High ground to the north, southeast (including Craig yr Allt), and south of the Site (Garth 
Hill) beyond 2km. 

10.30. The most visible element of the Proposed Development would be the two 12m high synchronous 
condenser buildings. Proposed buildings would be on lowered ground and would have a dark (holly) 
green finish to assist with blending proposed buildings into the landscape and views. Electrical 
equipment would be seen in the context of the existing pylon on the Site and in its surroundings, 
including on higher ground, and would be backgrounded by the rising landform and mature 
woodland, minimising its visibility. 

10.31. The greatest overall effect on views would be experienced by persons in close proximity to the 
Proposed Development, including persons on PRoW 45/1 running across the adjoining field 
southeast of the Proposed Development; passengers on the Valleys to Cardiff railway line and 
running along Pound Farm Lane along the edges of the Proposed Development; residents at Pound 
Farm in the northwest and west; and residents at  a single property on lower ground in the 
southeast, (Brynglas House). Hedgerow and woodland structure planting is proposed to minimise 
adverse effects on these receptors views.  

10.32. A major overall effect is predicted in views from PRoW 45/1 southeast of the Proposed 
Development reducing to moderate at year 15 onwards. A moderate overall effect is predicted 
on views from the closest residential properties at Pound Farm in the northwest and west, and at 
Brynglas House in the southeast.  

10.33. There would be a moderate overall effect on close oblique transient views from short sections of 
the Valleys to Cardiff railway line reducing to minor following the establishment of proposed 
hedgerow along the north-eastern edge of the Proposed Development. There would be a 
moderate overall effect on close oblique transient views from Pound Farm Lane along the edges 
of the Proposed Development. 

10.34. Long-term overall effects on views from the local and wider landscape would be minor or 
negligible, as described for Viewpoints 3 to 12 in Table 7 above. 
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APPENDIX A: LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT METHOD 
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APPENDIX B: ‘PROPOSALS FOR DESIGNATION OF SPECIAL LANDSCAPE 
AREAS IN RHONDDA CYNON TAFF – STATEMENTS OF VALUE’ (2008) 
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APPENDIX C: RELEVANT NATIONAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
ASSESSMENT 
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APPENDIX D: ARBORICULTURAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
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APPENDIX E: LANDSCAPE STRATEGY 
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