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 Introduction
 Pegasus Group has been commissioned by Conrad Energy 

(Developments) Ltd to prepare a Historic Impact Statement to 

consider the proposed synchronous condenser at Pound Farm, 

Tonteg (a village to the south of Pontypridd) as shown on the 

Site Location Plan provided at Plate 1. 

 
Plate 1: Site location plan (site outlined in red) 

 The aims of the Heritage Statement are: 

• To assess the significance of recorded historic 
assets within the site and to assess the potential for 

and likely significance of previously-unrecorded 
archaeological remains within the site; 

• To assess any contribution that the site makes to 
the heritage significance of proximate designated 
historic assets; and 

• To identify any harm or benefit to known and 
potential historic assets, which may result from the 
implementation of the development proposals, 
along with the level of any harm caused if relevant.  

 These objectives are in line with Sections 6.1.9 and 6.1.26 of 

the Welsh Planning Policy Wales, Edition 11, Chapter 6 

(February 2021; PPW11), which provide that: 

 This Heritage Statement has been informed by the Standard and 

guidance published by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

(CIfA 2014). 
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 Site Description and Planning History 
Site Description 

 The proposed development site, henceforth referred to as ‘the 

Site’, is an area of land located to the northeast of Tonteg and 

to the south of Hawthorn – villages on the boundary of the 

communities of Pontypridd and Llantwit Fadre within the 

Rhondda Cynon Taf. 

 

Plate 2: Two storey structure within the Site 

 The Site comprises a single parcel of land formed by 

approximately two-thirds of a single agricultural field and a 

small area of woodland covering a total area of c.3.72ha. At the 

time of writing the agricultural field portion of the proposed 

development site is grassed. Two informal structures, one 

single-storey and one two-storey, are contained within the small 

areas of woodland at the Site’s southern extent (Plate 2). 

 The Site is bound to the south by Pound Farm Lane beyond 

which is agricultural land. To the Site’s east and west is further 

agricultural land. The Site is bound to the north by the Taff Vale 

Railway beyond which is the Treforest Industrial Estate. 

 The Site’s boundaries are formed by a mixture of embankments, 

hedgerows and tree-planting, with some post-and-wire fencing 

present along its southern boundary. The Site has no physical 

boundary to its east. 

Site Development 

 The Site appears to have been in agricultural use from at least 

the middle-19th century and is likely to have been in a similar 

use for some time prior to this. A full outline of the Site’s 

development is contained within Section 5 of this report. 

Planning History 

 No planning history for the site was identified within recent 

planning history records held online by Rhondda Cynon Taf 

County Borough Council. 
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 Methodology 
 The aims of this Heritage Statement are to assess the 

significance of the heritage resource within the site, to assess 

any contribution that the site makes to the significance of the 

identified historic assets, and to identify any harm or benefit that 

may result from implementation of the development proposals, 

along with the level of any harm caused, if relevant. This 

assessment considers archaeology, built heritage (setting), and 

historic landscape.  

Sources of information 

 The following key sources have been consulted as part of this 

assessment: 

• Cadw data regarding designated historic assets; 

• National Monuments Record of Wales (NMRW) data 
regarding recorded historic assets; 

• The Glamorgan-Gwent Historic Environment Record 
(HER) for information on recorded historic assets 
and previous archaeological works; 

• Historic maps and documentary sources held by 
Pontypridd Library and the National Library of 
Wales and available online; 

• Historic aerial photographs within the collections of 
the Welsh Government Aerial Photography Unit – 
available online; 

• 1m resolution digital terrain model LiDAR imagery; 

• Other online resources, including Ordnance Survey 
Open Source data; Google Earth satellite imagery; 
the British Geological Survey and the Cranfield Soils 
and Agrifood Institute; and The Genealogist and 
Promap; 

 Spatial data was sourced for a 1km study area measured from 

the boundaries of the site. Information gathered is discussed 

within the text where it is of relevance to the potential heritage 

resource of the site. A gazetteer of recorded sites and findspots 

is included as Appendix 1, and selected data are illustrated on 

figures in Appendix 2.  

 Available historic mapping was reviewed for the site, and beyond 

this where professional judgement deemed necessary.  

Site visit  

A site visit was undertaken by Senior Heritage Consultant from 

Pegasus Group on 17th May 2022, during which the site and its 

surrounds were assessed. Selected heritage assets were 

assessed from publicly accessible areas.  

The visibility on this day was clear and the weather was sunny. 

Surrounding vegetation was in full leaf at the time of the site 

visit, and thus the potential screening that this affords was also 

considered when assessing potential intervisibility between the 

site and surrounding areas.  
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Assessment of significance 

 The Welsh Government's Technical Advice Note 24 defines 

heritage significance as: 

 Cadw’s Conservation Principles for the sustainable management 

of the historic environment in Wales defines significance as 

deriving from a combination of any, some or all of the following 

four component values: 

• Evidential value: deriving from the potential of a 
place to yield evidence about past human activity; 

• Historic value: deriving from the ways in which past 
people, events and aspects of life can be connected 
through a place to the present; 

• Aesthetic value: deriving from the ways in which 
people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation 
from a place; and 

• Communal value: deriving from the meaning of a 
place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it 
figures in their collective experience or memory. 

 This approach allows for a detailed and justifiable determination 

of significance and the values from which that significance 

derives. 

 In relation to designated historic assets, Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas are designated for their special architectural 

and historic interest, while Scheduled Monuments are primarily 

(but not exclusively) designated for their archaeological interest, 

i.e. their evidential value. 

 Setting is defined in TAN24 as: 

 Setting can thus contribute to, detract from or have a neutral 

effect upon significance. In addition, whilst a physical or visual 

connection between a historic asset and its setting will often 

exist, it is not essential or determinative. 

 Of particular relevance, TAN24 further provides that: 

 As such, any impacts will be described in terms of how they 

affect the significance of a historic asset, and any heritage 

values that contribute to that significance, through changes to 

setting. 
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 Settings assessments will be undertaken in accordance with 

industry-standard methodology provided by Cadw's Setting of 

Historic Assets in Wales. This guidance promotes a ‘staged’ 

(iterative) approach, as follows: 

• Stage 1: Assess which assets would be affected and 
identify their setting; 

• Stage 2: Define and analyse the settings to 
understand how they contribute to the significance 
of the historic assets and, in particular, the ways in 
which the assets are understood, appreciated and 
experienced1; 

• Stage 3: Assess the effects of the proposed 
development, whether beneficial or harmful, on 
that significance or on the ability to appreciate it; 

• Stage 4: Consider options to mitigate or improve the 
potential impact of a proposed change or 
development on that significance. 

 Under TAN24, an ‘historic asset’ is defined as: 

 
1 The guidance includes a (non-exhaustive) check-list of elements that may 
contribute to a historic asset through setting including: functional and physical 
relationships, topographic features, physical surroundings, original layout, buried 
or archaeological elements, views to/from/across, formal or planned vistas, 
prominence, views associated with aesthetic / functional / ceremonial purposes, 

 Designated historic assets include World Heritage Sites, 

Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Protected Wreck Sites 

and Conservation Areas2. Registered historic assets include 

Registered Historic Parks and Gardens and Registered Historic 

Landscapes. Listed Buildings are designated in three grades as 

follows: 

• Grade I – buildings of exceptional, usually national 
interest. 

• Grade II* - particularly important buildings of more 
than special interest. 

• Grade II – buildings of special interest which 
warrant every effort being made to preserve them. 

 Registered Parks and Gardens are also registered Grade I, II* 

or II, depending on their comparative significance. In a similar 

way, Historic Landscapes are registered as either ‘outstanding’ 

or ‘special’. 

 Archaeological remains that are not designated may still be 

nationally important, i.e. of a significance commensurate to a 

Scheduled Monument, these are referred to as non-scheduled 

nationally important archaeological remains. 

historical / artistic / literary / place name / cultural / scenic associations, noise, 
smell, tranquillity / remoteness / wildness. 
2 TAN 24: Appendix 
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 Other historic assets include those of special local interest and 

non-designated historic assets of less than national importance. 

 Potential development effects (impacts) upon the significance of 

known and potential historic assets identified within the site 

have been determined with reference to ‘harm’ and/or ‘benefit’, 

consistent with PPW10.  

 The identification of harm would apply where the proposals 

would be anticipated to reduce an historic asset's significance. 

An attempt is made to qualify more precisely the level of any 

identified harm, taking into account the significance of the asset 

affected and the nature of any impact.  

 The identification of benefit would apply where the proposals 

would be anticipated to enhance (i.e. increase) significance. It 

is also possible that the development proposals would cause no 

harm or that they would preserve significance. 

 The assessment of anticipated development effects have been 

undertaken in accordance with a robust methodology, 

formulated within the context of current best practice, relevant 

policy provisions, and key professional guidance. Both potential 

direct development effects, i.e. truncation of archaeological 

remains, and potential non-physical effects, i.e. resulting from 

changes to setting, have been identified.



 

P22-0919 │ RGO │ June 2022                                    Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg  7 

 Planning Policy Framework 
 This section of the Report sets out the legislation and planning 

policy considerations and guidance contained within both 

national and local planning guidance which specifically relate to 

the site, with a focus on those policies relating to the protection 

of the historic environment. 

Legislation 

 Legislation relating to the built historic environment is primarily 

set out within the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) Act 1990,3 which provides statutory protection for Listed 

Buildings and Conservation Areas. 

 Section 66(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) Act 1990 states that: 

“In considering whether to grant planning permission 
[or permission in principle] for development which 
affects a listed building or its setting, the local 
planning authority or, as the case may be, the 
Secretary of State, shall have special regard to the 
desirability of preserving the building or its setting or 
any features of special architectural or historic 
interest which it possesses.”4 

 In the 2014 Court of Appeal judgement in relation to the 

 
3 UK Public General Acts, Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990. 
4 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, Section 66(1). 

Barnwell Manor case, Sullivan LJ held that: 

“Parliament in enacting section 66(1) did intend that 
the desirability of preserving the settings of listed 
buildings should not simply be given careful 
consideration by the decision-maker for the purpose 
of deciding whether there would be some harm, but 
should be given “considerable importance and 
weight” when the decision-maker carries out the 
balancing exercise.”5 

 With regards to development within Conservation Areas, Section 

72(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 

Act 1990 states: 

“In the exercise, with respect to any buildings or 
other land in a conservation area, of any powers 
under any of the provisions mentioned in subsection 
(2), special attention shall be paid to the desirability 
of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of that area.” 

 Unlike Section 66(1), Section 72(1) of the Act does not make 

reference to the setting of a Conservation Area. This makes it 

plain that it is the character and appearance of the designated 

Conservation Area that is the focus of special attention. 

 Scheduled Monuments are protected by the provisions of the 

5 Barnwell Manor Wind Energy Ltd v (1) East Northamptonshire DC & Others 
[2014] EWCA Civ 137. para. 24. 
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Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 which 

relates to nationally important archaeological sites.6 Whilst 

works to Scheduled Monuments are subject to a high level of 

protection, it is important to note that there is no duty within 

the 1979 Act to have regard to the desirability of preservation 

of the setting of a Scheduled Monument.  

 In addition to the statutory obligations set out within the 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservations Area) Act 1990, 

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 

2004 requires that all planning applications, including those for 

Listed Building Consent, are determined in accordance with the 

Development Plan unless material considerations indicate 

otherwise.7 

National Planning Policy Guidance 

Planning Policy Wales, Edition 11 (February 2021) 

 National policy is set out within the Welsh Government’s 

Planning Policy Wales, Edition 11 (PPW11). PPW11 Chapter 6 

deals with the historic environment and its contribution to the 

Welsh Government's seven well-being goals for a sustainable 

Wales. PPW11 emphasises that the positive management of 

change in the historic environment is based on a full 

understanding of the nature and significance of historic assets 

and the recognition of the benefits that they can deliver in a 

 
6 UK Public General Acts, Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

vibrant culture and economy. 

 Paragraph 6.1.5 of PPW11 provides that: 

 Paragraph 6.1.6 sets out the Welsh Government’s specific 

objectives for the historic environment as follows: 

• Protect the Outstanding Universal Value of the 
World Heritage Sites;  

• Conserve archaeological remains, both for their 
own sake and for their role in education, leisure and 
the economy;  

• Safeguard the character of historic buildings and 
manage change so that their special architectural 
and historic interest is preserved;  

• Preserve or enhance the character or appearance of 
Conservation Areas, while at the same time helping 
them remain vibrant and prosperous;  

• Preserve the special interest of sites on the register 
of historic parks and gardens; and  

• Protect areas on the register of historic landscapes 

7 UK Public General Acts, Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Section 
38(6). 
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in Wales.  

 In relation to the setting of Listed Buildings, paragraph 6.1.10 

provides that: 

 In relation to Conservation Areas, Paragraph 6.1.14 provides 

that: 

 In relation to Historic Parks & Gardens, Paragraphs 6.1.18 and 

6.1.19 provide that: 

 In relation to archaeological remains, paragraphs 6.1.23–6.1.25 

provide as follows: 

Technical Advice Note 24 

 Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment (TAN24) 

provides a detailed supplement to PPW10, and as such is 

consistent with those national policies. It contains detailed 



 

P22-0919 │ RGO │ June 2022                                    Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg  10 

guidance on how the planning system considers the historic 

environment during development plan preparation and decision 

making on planning and listed building consent applications. It 

replaces Welsh Office Circulars 60/96, 61/96, and 1/98.  

Local Planning Policy and Guidance 

 Planning applications within Rhondda Cynon Taf county borough 

are currently considered against the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local 

Development Plan up to 2021 (adopted March 2011). Policy AW 

7 – Protection and Enhancement of the Built Environment 

states: 
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 The Historic Environment
 This section provides a review of the recorded heritage resource 

within the site and its vicinity in order to identify any extant 

historic assets within the site and to assess the potential for 

below-ground archaeological remains within the site.  

 Scheduled Monuments are referenced using their SAM Number, 

prefixed by ‘GM’. Listed Buildings are referenced using their 

Record Number, comprising four or five digits.  

 GGAT HER ‘monument’ records are referred to by their PRN, 

comprising three to six digits followed by a single lowercase 

letter. GGAT HER ‘Event’ records are referred to by their PRN, 

prefixed with an ‘E’. 

 A gazetteer of heritage data is included as Appendix 1 and key 

records are illustrated on Figures 1-3 within Appendix 2. 

Previous Archaeological Works 

 The proposed development site is contained within the study 

area for three instances of previous archaeological works, 

comprising: 

• A Desk-Based Assessment for an overhead 
electricity line from Aberthaw to Cilfynydd via 
Upper Boat in 2013 (ref. E005468); 

• An Environmental Statement for the Church Village 
Bypass completed in 2004 (ref. E003223); and 

• Field visits and a hedgerow survey as part of the 
Church Village Bypass scheme in 2004 (ref. 
E003224). 

 The results of selected previous investigations within the study 

area are discussed below, where relevant to understanding the 

known and potential archaeological resource of the site.  

Geography, Topography and Geology 

 The land of the Site is at its highest elevation along its southern 

corner at approximately 75m aOD. The land drops steeply to the 

north to approximately 60m aOD along the northern extent of 

the Site adjacent to the Taff Valley Railway. 

 The recorded geological composition of the site has been 

mapped by the British Geological Society. The bedrock geology 

of the site is composed entirely of Brithdir Member sandstone. 

The superficial geology of the Site is primarily composed of a 

diamicton Till although a small area of sand and gravel 

glaciofluvial deposits are present within the northeastern extent 

of the Site adjacent to the Taff Valley Railway.   

Archaeological Baseline 

Prehistoric (pre- 43 AD) and Romano-British (AD 43 – 410) 

 No instances of prehistoric or Romano-British activity have been 

identified within the proposed development or within a 1km 
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radius of the Site’s boundary. 

 Wales was properly settled during the Mesolithic (c.8000 B.C. – 

c. 4000 B.C.) with continuous occupation evident through to the 

Iron Age. Most notable evidence of prehistoric activity within 

Wales during prehistoric periods comprise burial or ceremonial 

features which are often sited in prominent locations. Examples 

of these outside of the study area comprise a set of five 

Scheduled round barrows approximately 2.9km south of the Site 

and Cross-Ridge Dykes recorded approximately 33km north of 

the proposed development site. 

 Following the initial invasion of Britain by the Roman army in 

43AD, Wales proved a difficult place to conquer. Anglesey was 

the final area to be taken, in AD60; however, the troops were 

withdrawn from much of Wales soon thereafter due to the 

Boudiccan Rebellion and did not return until AD77/78. Wales 

was rich in natural resources, exploited variously by the Romans 

for gold, copper and lead as well as silver and zinc. Beyond the 

1km study area the nearest instance of Roman activity identified 

for Scheduling by CADW comprises the Pen-y-Coedcae Roman 

Camp, a temporary marching camp, located approximately 

3.2km northwest of the Site. 

Early medieval (410 AD – 1066) and Medieval (1066 – 1539) 

 The early medieval period is of importance in Welsh history for 

the development of the Welsh language and identity; however, 

the archaeological record for the early medieval period is 

relatively poorly represented. No archaeological remains or 

other features dating to the early medieval period have been 

identified within the proposed development site or its 1km study 

area. 

 

Plate 3: Tomen Y Clawwd, Scheduled Monument 

 Within the 1km study area, one Scheduled Monument, Tomen Y 

Clawdd (Plate 3), has been dated to the medieval period. This 

monument comprises the remains of a steep-sided motte which 

is circular in plan and has a flattened top. It is surrounded by a 

ditch which is described as ‘boggy’ and speculated to have been 

a water-filled moat. Tomen Y Clawdd is located on high ground 

at the confluence of two streams and is considered to potentially 

have marked the frontier between areas controlled by the Welsh 

and Normans during the Medieval period. No further designated 
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historic assets dated to the medieval period have been identified 

within the study area. 

Post-medieval (1540 – 1900) and Modern (1901 – present)  

The Site 

 

Plate 4: 1844 Lantwit Vardre (Llantwit Fadre) Tithe Map 

 No post-medieval or modern assets or features have been 

identified within the proposed development site with HER or 

CADW datasets. The development of the Site during the later 

post-medieval and modern period is detailed on historic 

mapping. The 1844 Lantwit Vardre (Llantwit Fadre) Tithe Map 

details the Site as comprising the entirety of one field and 

portions of a further two as well as an area of woodland (Plate 

4). All four portions of the Site are recorded under the ownership 

of the Reverend Doctor Casberd and tenanted to a William 

Israel. The Reverend Doctor was a large landowner within 

Llantwit Vadre at the time of the Tithe Map’s creation, although 

he does not appear to have been resident within the parish 

himself. William Israel is also the recorded tenant at Llwarren (a 

homestead now known as Pound Farm (Plate 5). Note, the 

modern farm is not considered to be a heritage asset. 

 

Plate 5: Pound Farm from near the Site’s northern extent 

 Limited change within the proposed development site is seen on 

the 1885 Ordnance Survey Map (Plate 6) when compared to the 
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Tithe Map. In the Site’s surrounds, the expansion of railways in 

the area can be seen to the west of the Site. Furthermore, initial 

colliery works are seen within the Site’s immediate surrounds 

focused particularly on the Maes-Mawr Colliery to the south of 

the Site. 

 

Plate 6: 1885 Ordnance Survey Map 

 Observed change within the Site in plan is again limited on the 

1947 Ordnance Survey Map (Plate 7). The only change of note 

comprises the establishment of two overhead powerlines 

running through the Site – both on a roughly northeast-by-

southwest orientation. In the immediate surrounds of the Site 

the Treforest business estate can be seen as well as the decline 

of colliery works in the area. 

 

Plate 7: 1947 Ordnance Survey Map 

 Later changes within the Site include the loss of internal field 

boundaries and one set of overhead powerlines within the Site 

during the later 20th century. The former field boundaries are 

still visible as cropmarks on modern satellite imagery. 

Study Area 

 All of the ‘monuments’ recorded within the 1km study area by 

GGAT are dated to the post-medieval or modern period. Those 

identified within HER datasets can be broadly grouped by 

historic functional purpose, comprising: 

• Transport features; 
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• Industrial features; and 

• Miscellaneous ‘monuments’. 

 Examples of transport features identified within HER datasets 

comprise the series of linear features demarking existing and 

former railways (including the Taff Vale Railway immediately 

north of the Site), canals and former tramways which run 

through the Taff Valley. 

 The only Listed Building, comprising the Grade II Listed 

Treforest Textile Printers is located c.860m southeast of the Site 

(ref. 24885). The textile printer building was constructed in 

1937 and was one of the first structures which formed the 

modern Treforest Trading Estate.  

 Other industrial features identified within the study area include 

the Maes-Mawr Colliery which operated from the mid/late 19th 

century until the early 20th century. The colliery was located 

approximately 170m south of the proposed development site 

(ref. 07570m). Two sets of trial levels, likely associated with 

Maes-Mawr Colliey are also identified within the study area, the 

nearest of which is located immediately south of the proposed 

development site beyond Pound Farm Lane (ref. 07028m).  

 The only other instance of post-medieval/modern features 

identified within HER datasets comprises two unknown 

structures located approximately 540m west of the Site (ref. 

07516m). These features are first noted on the 2nd Ed. Ordnance 

Survey Map although appear to have been demolished during 

the mid-20th century. 

Statement of Archaeological Potential and Significance 

 Although upstanding prehistoric remains have been identified 

within the wider landscape surrounding the Site, limited 

evidence for any such remains (or any other prehistoric 

remains) has been identified within the Site. The potential for 

significant prehistoric remains to be present within the Site is 

therefore considered to be low. 

 As above, limited recorded evidence for Romano-British activity 

has been identified within the Site’s study area. The potential 

for remains of Roman date to be present within the proposed 

development site is therefore low. 

 No early medieval archaeological remains have been identified 

with in the Site or a 1km radius from its boundary. The potential 

for early medieval remains to be contained within the Site is 

therefore considered to be low. 

 A single instance of medieval archaeological remains, 

comprising a scheduled Motte and Bailey Castle, is contained 

within the study area. Whilst the presence of a motte and bailey 

may indicate some potential for contemporary remains in its 

vicinity, there is no indication that such remains extend into the 

proposed development site. The potential for medieval 

archaeology within the Site is low. 

 Historic mapping indicates that the proposed development site 

has been in agricultural use from at least the early-mid 19th – a 
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use which it is considered likely to have held for some time prior 

to this. Historic colliery works in the nearer vicinity of the Site 

do not appear to have ever extended into the proposed 

development Site. The potential for significant archaeological 

remains of post-medieval or modern date to be present within 

the Site is therefore considered to be low. 
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 Setting Assessment
 Development proposals may adversely impact historic assets 

where they remove a feature that contributes to the significance 

of a historic asset or where they interfere with an element of a 

historic asset’s setting that contributes to its significance, such 

as interrupting a key relationship or a designed view. 

  Consideration was made as to whether any of the historic assets 

within or beyond a 1km radius of the site include the site as part 

of their setting and therefore may be affected by the proposed 

development. 

Stage 1 

 Stage 1 of the methodology recommended by Cadw’s guidance 

Setting of Historic Assets in Wales (see Section 2 above) is to 

identify which assets and their settings might be affected by a 

proposed development. All designated historic assets within a 

1km radius of the site are listed in Appendix 1 and illustrated on 

Figure 1. 

 Consideration of the Site’s location, lack of proximity and 

intervisibility to any designated historic assets, as well as no 

readily apparent historic functional connection between the Site 

and any designated historic asset was undertaken. This initial 

assessment determined that no designated historic asset would 

be considered sensitive to the Site’s development. Therefore, no 

heritage assets have been progressed to Stage 2 of a detailed 

settings assessment.   
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 Conclusions 
Archaeology 

 No recorded instances of activity from any prehistoric period, 

the Romano-British period or the early medieval period have 

been identified within the proposed development site or a 1km 

radial study area. The potential for remains dating to any of 

these periods to be present within the Site is therefore low. 

 Tomen y Clawdd, a scheduled motte and bailey castle is located 

approximately 680m west of the proposed development and is 

the only instance of identified medieval activity identified within 

1km of the Site boundary. It is considered unlikely that any 

remains relating to this asset extend into the proposed 

development site. Furthermore, no other indications of medieval 

activity, such as ridge and furrow earthworks, have been 

identified within the Site. The potential for significant 

archaeological remains dating to the medieval period to be 

present within the Site is low. 

 The Site has been in agricultural use since the early-mid 19th 

century and is considered likely to have been in similar use for 

some time prior to this. The potential for subsurface remains of 

such activity to be of any heritage significance is low. 

Setting Assessment 

 No designated historic assets were considered to derive any 

significance from the proposed development site or be subject 

to any notable change to the setting through the Site’s 

development. Therefore, the development of the Site would not 

be anticipated to result in any harm to any designated historic 

asset through changes to setting. 
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Appendix 1: Gazetteer of Historic Environment 
Record Data 
Cadw 

Scheduled Monuments within 3km of the site 

SAM Number Name Easting Northing 

GM064 Tomen y Clawdd 309161 186476 

 

Listed Buildings within 5km of the site 

RecordNumber Name Grade Location 

24885 Treforest Textile Printers II 

Set back from Main Avenue SE of the junction with Powys 

Road. 
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Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Historic Environment Record 

Events recorded within 1km of the site 

PRN Name Event Type 

E005468 Aberthaw - Upper Boat - Cilfynydd Desk Based Assessment 

E003224 Church Village Bypass Scheme ES (Cultural Heritage) Field Visit 

E003223 Church Village Bypass Scheme ES (Cultural Heritage) Environmental Statement 

 

Monuments recorded within 1km of the site 

PRN Site Name Period NGR 

07517m Pond Post-Medieval to Modern  

07570m Maes-Mawr colliery & levels Post-Medieval to Modern  

07568m Old trial levels Post-Medieval to Modern  

07028m Old level Post-Medieval to Modern  

07516m 2 structures Post-Medieval to Modern  

01570.4s  Post-Medieval to Modern  
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02998.0s CARDIFF RAILWAY Post-Medieval to Modern ST0835988537 

02766.0m SITE NAME NOT KNOWN Post-Medieval to Modern ST0941287271 

02430.0s BARRY-TREHAFOD RAILWAY Post-Medieval to Modern ST133690 

06422.0m Taff Vale Railway Post-Medieval to Modern ST018803 

01682.0s Glamorganshire Canal Post-Medieval to Modern ST1875576365 
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Appendix 2: Figures
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	1. Introduction
	1.1 Pegasus Group has been commissioned by Conrad Energy (Developments) Ltd to prepare a Historic Impact Statement to consider the proposed synchronous condenser at Pound Farm, Tonteg (a village to the south of Pontypridd) as shown on the Site Locatio...
	1.2 The aims of the Heritage Statement are:
	 To assess the significance of recorded historic assets within the site and to assess the potential for and likely significance of previously-unrecorded archaeological remains within the site;
	 To assess any contribution that the site makes to the heritage significance of proximate designated historic assets; and
	 To identify any harm or benefit to known and potential historic assets, which may result from the implementation of the development proposals, along with the level of any harm caused if relevant.
	1.3 These objectives are in line with Sections 6.1.9 and 6.1.26 of the Welsh Planning Policy Wales, Edition 11, Chapter 6 (February 2021; PPW11), which provide that:
	"Any decisions made through the planning system must fully consider the impact on the historic environment and on the significance and heritage values of individual historic assets and their contribution to the character of place.”
	“Where archaeological remains are known to exist or there is a potential for them to survive, an application should be accompanied by sufficient information, through desk-based assessment and/or field evaluation, to allow a full understanding of the i...
	1.4 This Heritage Statement has been informed by the Standard and guidance published by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA 2014).

	2. Site Description and Planning History
	Site Description
	2.1 The proposed development site, henceforth referred to as ‘the Site’, is an area of land located to the northeast of Tonteg and to the south of Hawthorn – villages on the boundary of the communities of Pontypridd and Llantwit Fadre within the Rhond...
	2.2 The Site comprises a single parcel of land formed by approximately two-thirds of a single agricultural field and a small area of woodland covering a total area of c.3.72ha. At the time of writing the agricultural field portion of the proposed deve...
	2.3 The Site is bound to the south by Pound Farm Lane beyond which is agricultural land. To the Site’s east and west is further agricultural land. The Site is bound to the north by the Taff Vale Railway beyond which is the Treforest Industrial Estate.
	2.4 The Site’s boundaries are formed by a mixture of embankments, hedgerows and tree-planting, with some post-and-wire fencing present along its southern boundary. The Site has no physical boundary to its east.
	Site Development
	2.5 The Site appears to have been in agricultural use from at least the middle-19th century and is likely to have been in a similar use for some time prior to this. A full outline of the Site’s development is contained within Section 5 of this report.
	Planning History
	2.6 No planning history for the site was identified within recent planning history records held online by Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council.

	3. Methodology
	3.1 The aims of this Heritage Statement are to assess the significance of the heritage resource within the site, to assess any contribution that the site makes to the significance of the identified historic assets, and to identify any harm or benefit ...
	Sources of information
	3.2 The following key sources have been consulted as part of this assessment:
	 Cadw data regarding designated historic assets;
	 National Monuments Record of Wales (NMRW) data regarding recorded historic assets;
	 The Glamorgan-Gwent Historic Environment Record (HER) for information on recorded historic assets and previous archaeological works;
	 Historic maps and documentary sources held by Pontypridd Library and the National Library of Wales and available online;
	 Historic aerial photographs within the collections of the Welsh Government Aerial Photography Unit – available online;
	 1m resolution digital terrain model LiDAR imagery;
	 Other online resources, including Ordnance Survey Open Source data; Google Earth satellite imagery; the British Geological Survey and the Cranfield Soils and Agrifood Institute; and The Genealogist and Promap;
	3.3 Spatial data was sourced for a 1km study area measured from the boundaries of the site. Information gathered is discussed within the text where it is of relevance to the potential heritage resource of the site. A gazetteer of recorded sites and fi...
	3.4 Available historic mapping was reviewed for the site, and beyond this where professional judgement deemed necessary.
	Site visit
	A site visit was undertaken by Senior Heritage Consultant from Pegasus Group on 17th May 2022, during which the site and its surrounds were assessed. Selected heritage assets were assessed from publicly accessible areas.
	The visibility on this day was clear and the weather was sunny. Surrounding vegetation was in full leaf at the time of the site visit, and thus the potential screening that this affords was also considered when assessing potential intervisibility betw...
	Assessment of significance
	3.5 The Welsh Government's Technical Advice Note 24 defines heritage significance as:
	"the sum of the cultural and natural heritage values of a place, often set out in a statement of significance."
	3.6 Cadw’s Conservation Principles for the sustainable management of the historic environment in Wales defines significance as deriving from a combination of any, some or all of the following four component values:
	 Evidential value: deriving from the potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity;
	 Historic value: deriving from the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be connected through a place to the present;
	 Aesthetic value: deriving from the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from a place; and
	 Communal value: deriving from the meaning of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or memory.
	3.7 This approach allows for a detailed and justifiable determination of significance and the values from which that significance derives.
	3.8 In relation to designated historic assets, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas are designated for their special architectural and historic interest, while Scheduled Monuments are primarily (but not exclusively) designated for their archaeologi...
	Setting and significance
	3.9 Setting is defined in TAN24 as:
	"the surroundings in which [an historic asset] is understood, experienced, and appreciated embracing past and present relationships to the surrounding landscape. Its extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surrounding evolve. Elements ...
	3.10 Setting can thus contribute to, detract from or have a neutral effect upon significance. In addition, whilst a physical or visual connection between a historic asset and its setting will often exist, it is not essential or determinative.
	3.11 Of particular relevance, TAN24 further provides that:
	"setting is not a historic asset in its own right but has value derived from how different elements may contribute to the significance of a historic asset.”
	3.12 As such, any impacts will be described in terms of how they affect the significance of a historic asset, and any heritage values that contribute to that significance, through changes to setting.
	Settings assessment methodology
	3.13 Settings assessments will be undertaken in accordance with industry-standard methodology provided by Cadw's Setting of Historic Assets in Wales. This guidance promotes a ‘staged’ (iterative) approach, as follows:
	 Stage 1: Assess which assets would be affected and identify their setting;
	 Stage 2: Define and analyse the settings to understand how they contribute to the significance of the historic assets and, in particular, the ways in which the assets are understood, appreciated and experienced0F ;
	 Stage 3: Assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or harmful, on that significance or on the ability to appreciate it;
	 Stage 4: Consider options to mitigate or improve the potential impact of a proposed change or development on that significance.
	Levels of significance
	3.14 Under TAN24, an ‘historic asset’ is defined as:
	"An identifiable component of the historic environment. It may consist of or be a combination of an archaeological site, a historic building or area, historic park and garden or a parcel of historic landscape. Nationally important historic assets will...
	3.15 Designated historic assets include World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Protected Wreck Sites and Conservation Areas1F . Registered historic assets include Registered Historic Parks and Gardens and Registered Historic Land...
	 Grade I – buildings of exceptional, usually national interest.
	 Grade II* - particularly important buildings of more than special interest.
	 Grade II – buildings of special interest which warrant every effort being made to preserve them.
	3.16 Registered Parks and Gardens are also registered Grade I, II* or II, depending on their comparative significance. In a similar way, Historic Landscapes are registered as either ‘outstanding’ or ‘special’.
	3.17 Archaeological remains that are not designated may still be nationally important, i.e. of a significance commensurate to a Scheduled Monument, these are referred to as non-scheduled nationally important archaeological remains.
	3.18 Other historic assets include those of special local interest and non-designated historic assets of less than national importance.
	Assessment of harm
	3.19 Potential development effects (impacts) upon the significance of known and potential historic assets identified within the site have been determined with reference to ‘harm’ and/or ‘benefit’, consistent with PPW10.
	3.20 The identification of harm would apply where the proposals would be anticipated to reduce an historic asset's significance. An attempt is made to qualify more precisely the level of any identified harm, taking into account the significance of the...
	3.21 The identification of benefit would apply where the proposals would be anticipated to enhance (i.e. increase) significance. It is also possible that the development proposals would cause no harm or that they would preserve significance.
	3.22 The assessment of anticipated development effects have been undertaken in accordance with a robust methodology, formulated within the context of current best practice, relevant policy provisions, and key professional guidance. Both potential dire...

	4. Planning Policy Framework
	4.1 This section of the Report sets out the legislation and planning policy considerations and guidance contained within both national and local planning guidance which specifically relate to the site, with a focus on those policies relating to the pr...
	Legislation
	4.2 Legislation relating to the built historic environment is primarily set out within the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990,2F  which provides statutory protection for Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas.
	4.3 Section 66(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 states that:
	“In considering whether to grant planning permission [or permission in principle] for development which affects a listed building or its setting, the local planning authority or, as the case may be, the Secretary of State, shall have special regard to...
	4.4 In the 2014 Court of Appeal judgement in relation to the Barnwell Manor case, Sullivan LJ held that:
	“Parliament in enacting section 66(1) did intend that the desirability of preserving the settings of listed buildings should not simply be given careful consideration by the decision-maker for the purpose of deciding whether there would be some harm, ...
	4.5 With regards to development within Conservation Areas, Section 72(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 states:
	“In the exercise, with respect to any buildings or other land in a conservation area, of any powers under any of the provisions mentioned in subsection (2), special attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character o...
	4.6 Unlike Section 66(1), Section 72(1) of the Act does not make reference to the setting of a Conservation Area. This makes it plain that it is the character and appearance of the designated Conservation Area that is the focus of special attention.
	4.7 Scheduled Monuments are protected by the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 which relates to nationally important archaeological sites.5F  Whilst works to Scheduled Monuments are subject to a high level of protec...
	4.8 In addition to the statutory obligations set out within the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservations Area) Act 1990, Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that all planning applications, including those for Li...
	National Planning Policy Guidance
	Planning Policy Wales, Edition 11 (February 2021)
	4.9 National policy is set out within the Welsh Government’s Planning Policy Wales, Edition 11 (PPW11). PPW11 Chapter 6 deals with the historic environment and its contribution to the Welsh Government's seven well-being goals for a sustainable Wales. ...
	4.10 Paragraph 6.1.5 of PPW11 provides that:
	“The planning system must take into account the Welsh Government’s objectives to protect, conserve, promote and enhance the historic environment as a resource for the general well-being... Conservation Principles highlights the need to base decisions ...
	4.11 Paragraph 6.1.6 sets out the Welsh Government’s specific objectives for the historic environment as follows:
	 Protect the Outstanding Universal Value of the World Heritage Sites;
	 Conserve archaeological remains, both for their own sake and for their role in education, leisure and the economy;
	 Safeguard the character of historic buildings and manage change so that their special architectural and historic interest is preserved;
	 Preserve or enhance the character or appearance of Conservation Areas, while at the same time helping them remain vibrant and prosperous;
	 Preserve the special interest of sites on the register of historic parks and gardens; and
	 Protect areas on the register of historic landscapes in Wales.
	4.12 In relation to the setting of Listed Buildings, paragraph 6.1.10 provides that:
	“There should be a general presumption in favour of the preservation or enhancement of a listed building and its setting, which might extend beyond its curtilage. For any development proposal affecting a listed building or its setting, the primary mat...
	4.13 In relation to Conservation Areas, Paragraph 6.1.14 provides that:
	“There should be a general presumption in favour of the preservation or enhancement of the character or appearance of conservation areas or their settings. Positive management of conservation areas is necessary if their character or appearance are to ...
	4.14 In relation to Historic Parks & Gardens, Paragraphs 6.1.18 and 6.1.19 provide that:
	"Planning authorities should value, protect, conserve and enhance the special interest of parks and gardens and their settings included on the register of historic parks and gardens in Wales. The register should be taken into account in planning autho...
	"The effect of a proposed development on a registered park or garden, or its setting, is a material consideration in the determination of planning applications."
	4.15 In relation to archaeological remains, paragraphs 6.1.23–6.1.25 provide as follows:
	“The conservation of archaeological remains and their settings is a material consideration in determining planning applications, whether those remains are a scheduled monument or not.
	Where nationally important archaeological remains are likely to be affected by proposed development, there should be a presumption in favour of their physical protection in situ. It will only be in exceptional circumstances that planning permission wi...
	In cases involving less significant archaeological remains, planning authorities will need to weigh the relative importance of the archaeological remains and their settings against other factors, including the need for the proposed development.”
	Technical Advice Note 24
	4.16 Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment (TAN24) provides a detailed supplement to PPW10, and as such is consistent with those national policies. It contains detailed guidance on how the planning system considers the historic environmen...
	Local Planning Policy and Guidance
	4.17 Planning applications within Rhondda Cynon Taf county borough are currently considered against the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan up to 2021 (adopted March 2011). Policy AW 7 – Protection and Enhancement of the Built Environment states:
	“Development proposals which impact upon sites of architectural and / or historical merit and sites of archaeological importance will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated that the proposal would preserve or enhance the character and appearan...
	Development proposals which affect areas of public open space, allotments, public rights of way, bridleways and cycle tracks will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated that :-
	1. There is a surplus of such facilities in the locality, or;
	2. The loss can be replaced with an equivalent or greater provision in the immediate locality; or
	3. The development enhances the existing facility.”
	4.18

	5. The Historic Environment
	5.1 This section provides a review of the recorded heritage resource within the site and its vicinity in order to identify any extant historic assets within the site and to assess the potential for below-ground archaeological remains within the site.
	5.2 Scheduled Monuments are referenced using their SAM Number, prefixed by ‘GM’. Listed Buildings are referenced using their Record Number, comprising four or five digits.
	5.3 GGAT HER ‘monument’ records are referred to by their PRN, comprising three to six digits followed by a single lowercase letter. GGAT HER ‘Event’ records are referred to by their PRN, prefixed with an ‘E’.
	5.4 A gazetteer of heritage data is included as Appendix 1 and key records are illustrated on Figures 1-3 within Appendix 2.
	Previous Archaeological Works
	5.5 The proposed development site is contained within the study area for three instances of previous archaeological works, comprising:
	 A Desk-Based Assessment for an overhead electricity line from Aberthaw to Cilfynydd via Upper Boat in 2013 (ref. E005468);
	 An Environmental Statement for the Church Village Bypass completed in 2004 (ref. E003223); and
	 Field visits and a hedgerow survey as part of the Church Village Bypass scheme in 2004 (ref. E003224).
	5.6 The results of selected previous investigations within the study area are discussed below, where relevant to understanding the known and potential archaeological resource of the site.
	Geography, Topography and Geology
	5.7 The land of the Site is at its highest elevation along its southern corner at approximately 75m aOD. The land drops steeply to the north to approximately 60m aOD along the northern extent of the Site adjacent to the Taff Valley Railway.
	5.8 The recorded geological composition of the site has been mapped by the British Geological Society. The bedrock geology of the site is composed entirely of Brithdir Member sandstone. The superficial geology of the Site is primarily composed of a di...
	Archaeological Baseline
	Prehistoric (pre- 43 AD) and Romano-British (AD 43 – 410)
	5.9 No instances of prehistoric or Romano-British activity have been identified within the proposed development or within a 1km radius of the Site’s boundary.
	5.10 Wales was properly settled during the Mesolithic (c.8000 B.C. – c. 4000 B.C.) with continuous occupation evident through to the Iron Age. Most notable evidence of prehistoric activity within Wales during prehistoric periods comprise burial or cer...
	5.11 Following the initial invasion of Britain by the Roman army in 43AD, Wales proved a difficult place to conquer. Anglesey was the final area to be taken, in AD60; however, the troops were withdrawn from much of Wales soon thereafter due to the Bou...
	Early medieval (410 AD – 1066) and Medieval (1066 – 1539)
	5.12 The early medieval period is of importance in Welsh history for the development of the Welsh language and identity; however, the archaeological record for the early medieval period is relatively poorly represented. No archaeological remains or ot...
	5.13 Within the 1km study area, one Scheduled Monument, Tomen Y Clawdd (Plate 3), has been dated to the medieval period. This monument comprises the remains of a steep-sided motte which is circular in plan and has a flattened top. It is surrounded by ...
	Post-medieval (1540 – 1900) and Modern (1901 – present)
	The Site
	5.14 No post-medieval or modern assets or features have been identified within the proposed development site with HER or CADW datasets. The development of the Site during the later post-medieval and modern period is detailed on historic mapping. The 1...
	5.15 Limited change within the proposed development site is seen on the 1885 Ordnance Survey Map (Plate 6) when compared to the Tithe Map. In the Site’s surrounds, the expansion of railways in the area can be seen to the west of the Site. Furthermore,...
	5.16 Observed change within the Site in plan is again limited on the 1947 Ordnance Survey Map (Plate 7). The only change of note comprises the establishment of two overhead powerlines running through the Site – both on a roughly northeast-by-southwest...
	5.17 Later changes within the Site include the loss of internal field boundaries and one set of overhead powerlines within the Site during the later 20th century. The former field boundaries are still visible as cropmarks on modern satellite imagery.
	Study Area
	5.18 All of the ‘monuments’ recorded within the 1km study area by GGAT are dated to the post-medieval or modern period. Those identified within HER datasets can be broadly grouped by historic functional purpose, comprising:
	 Transport features;
	 Industrial features; and
	 Miscellaneous ‘monuments’.
	5.19 Examples of transport features identified within HER datasets comprise the series of linear features demarking existing and former railways (including the Taff Vale Railway immediately north of the Site), canals and former tramways which run thro...
	5.20 The only Listed Building, comprising the Grade II Listed Treforest Textile Printers is located c.860m southeast of the Site (ref. 24885). The textile printer building was constructed in 1937 and was one of the first structures which formed the mo...
	5.21 Other industrial features identified within the study area include the Maes-Mawr Colliery which operated from the mid/late 19th century until the early 20th century. The colliery was located approximately 170m south of the proposed development si...
	5.22 The only other instance of post-medieval/modern features identified within HER datasets comprises two unknown structures located approximately 540m west of the Site (ref. 07516m). These features are first noted on the 2nd Ed. Ordnance Survey Map ...
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