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Summary 
 

S.1. This report has been prepared by Tyler Grange Group Ltd on behalf of Conrad Energy 
(Developments) II Limited. It sets out the findings of a Phase I habitat survey, desk study, and 
Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment (PBRA) of a parcel of land at Pound Farm Lane, Upper Boat, 
Pontypridd (Grid Reference: ST 09925 86702), hereinafter referred to as the “site”. 

S.2. The proposed development comprises the installation of a synchronous condenser (electrical 
transmission infrastructure) with associated ancillary infrastructure, access and landscaping. 

S.3. The purpose of this report is to set out results of the Ecological Assessment (EA) in the context of 
future development, and includes: 

• Phase I habitat survey and desk study: 

o The site is not covered by any designations that are the subject of statutory or non-
statutory protection and no such sites are likely to be affected by development at the 
site.  

o The majority of the site comprises semi-improved neutral grassland, with boundaries 
comprising species-rich hedgerows and trees. The habitats which are to be lost are of 
either negligible or local ecological importance, and it is considered that the impacts 
could be mitigated for and enhancements can be implemented through ecologically 
sensitive landscaping.  

• Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment (PBRA) – Tree T18 has high potential for roosting bats, the 
only other tree to be removed or disturbed, T11, has negligible potential for roosting bats. 
Further bat surveys are to be undertaken during the determination period on T18 to 
determine the presence or likely absence of a bat roost and to identify mitigation, if required.  

S.4. A soft-felling approach should be adopted for T18, assuming no bat roost is identified. In the event 
bats are discovered during felling works, then works must cease immediately and advice must be 
sought by a licensed bat ecologist. 

S.5. Precautionary checks for dormice, nesting birds (between March – August), and hedgehogs are 
recommended to be undertaken by an Ecological Clerk of Works where vegetation is to be 
removed. However, it should be noted that nests may be found at any time of year so due 
diligence must be shown at all times of year by all contractors. Should nesting birds be present 
with young or eggs (at any time of year), an appropriate buffer should be erected, and the nest 
checked periodically by an ECoW until it is clear the young have fledged or the nest is no longer 
active. 

S.6. It is recommended that sensitive working methods be adhered to during the construction phase 
in relation to hedgehog and badger, which can be secured through the production of/input into a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan. 

S.7. The development has been demonstrated to achieve a Biodiversity Net Gain for habitats and 
hedgerows, in accordance with Natural England’s (NE) latest BNG metric (The Biodiversity Metric 
3.1 Auditing and accounting for Biodiversity Calculator Tool, 2022).  
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S.8. Where adverse impacts on protected species are predicted, it is considered that these can be 
mitigated for appropriately and that the proposals present the opportunity to incorporate 
ecological enhancements. Creating new habitat and improving opportunities for fauna will be in 
line with Policy AW8- Protection And Enhancement Of The Natural Environment of the Rhondda 
Cynon Taf Local Development Plan (2011). In addition, enhancements for specific species groups 
could be provided post-construction, including specific features such as bat boxes and 
hibernacula, as well as overall habitat enhancement increasing species biodiversity. 
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Section 1: Introduction 
 

1.1. This report has been prepared by Tyler Grange Group Ltd on behalf of Conrad Energy 
(Developments) II Limited. It sets out the findings of a Phase I habitat survey, desk study, and 
Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment (PBRA) of a parcel of land at Pound Farm Lane, Upper Boat, 
Pontypridd (Grid Reference: ST 09925 86702), hereinafter referred to as the “site”. The purpose of 
this report is to set out the Ecological Assessment of the site in the context of future development 
which comprises the installation of a synchronous condenser (electrical transmission 
infrastructure) with associated ancillary infrastructure, access and landscaping. 

1.2. The proposed development follows a similar planning application for a battery storage 
installation to the immediate south of the site, which was refused by Rhondda Cynon Taf County 
Borough Council (RCTCBC) in April 2022 (planning ref: 21/1492/10). 

1.3. See Figure 1.1 below for the site location plan. 

 
Figure 1.1 Site boundary 
 

Context 

1.4. The site is approximately 4.2ha in size and comprises sheep-grazed grassland with boundaries of 
hedgerows and tree lines. A small ditch runs along the southwestern boundary of the site. The 
immediate areas to the south and east of the site are similar agricultural fields with areas of 
woodland nearby. Beyond the northern boundary is a rail line, after which an industrial estate is 
located. The River Taff passes within 350m of the northern boundary of the site, and the A473 is 
located c.150m to the west of the site. 
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Purpose 

1.5. This Report: 

• Uses available background data and results of field surveys, to describe and evaluate the 
ecological features present within the likely “zone of influence” (Zol)1 

• Describes the actual or potential ecological issues and opportunities that might arise as a 
result of the site’s future development or; 

• Where appropriate, makes recommendations for mitigation of adverse effects and 
ecological enhancement, to ensure conformity with policy and legislation; and 

• Can be used to accompany a planning application for the site’s redevelopment. 

1.6. This assessment and the terminology used are consistent with the 'Guidelines for Ecological 
Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland' (CIEEM, 2018).  

  

 
1 https://cieem.net/resource/guidelines-for-ecological-impact-assessment-ecia/ 
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Section 2: Methodology 
 
Data Search 
 

2.1 The aim of the data search is to collate existing ecological records for the site and adjacent areas. 
Obtaining existing records is an important part of the assessment process as it provides 
information on issues that may not be apparent during a single survey, which by its nature 
provides only a 'snapshot' of the ecology of a given site. 

2.2 The data search has been undertaken for a 10km radius around the site for European statutory 
sites, a 2km radius for national statutory, a 1km radius for non-statutory sites and a 1km radius for 
protected and priority2 species records. 

2.3 The following organisations and individuals have been contacted and, where relevant, the 
information provided has been incorporated with acknowledgement within this report: 

• Aderyn3 were contacted for details of protected and priority species and non-statutory sites 
on the 13th May 2022 and the information was received on 17th May 2022. Where relevant 
records were identified, the information provided has been incorporated into the report with 
due acknowledgement; 

• The Natural Resources Wales Interactive Map Viewer4 was accessed for information on the 
location of statutory designated nature conservation sites within a 10km and 2km search 
radius of the site; 

• Section 42 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act for priority species 
and habitats in Wales, subject to conservation action, to assist with the evaluation of 
ecological resources and to inform site enhancement strategies;  

• The Rhondda Cynon Taf Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)5 was assessed for local priority 
habitats and species subject to conservation action, to assist with the evaluation of ecological 
resources and to inform site enhancement strategies; and 

• The RCTCBC website was accessed for details of relevant local planning policies and 
supplementary planning guidance. 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

2.4 An “extended’ Phase I habitat survey was undertaken on 12th May 2022 by Eleanor Hewins, an 
experienced field ecologist and full member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management (CIEEM). The technique was based upon Phase I survey 

 
2 UK priority species and habitats are those subject to conservation action and referred to as Species of Principal Importance (SoPIs) or Habitats of Principal Importance (HoPIs). 
They are listed at Section 41 [42 in Wales] of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. Section 40 of the NERC Act states that local planning authorities 
must have regard for the conservation of both SoPIs and HoPIs. 
3 https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/ 
4 https://maps.cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk/Html5Viewer210/Index.html?configBase=https://maps.cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk/Geocortex/Essentials/ 
REST/sites/External_Map_Browser/viewers/EMB_Address/virtualdirectory/Resources/Config/Default&locale=en-gb 
5 
https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Resident/PlanningandBuildingControl/LocalDevelopmentPlans/LDPEvidenceBaseLibraryandAnnualMonitoringRe/RelateddocumentsEvidenceBase/
EB47c.pdf 
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methodology6. This 'extended' Phase I technique provides an inventory of the habitat types 
present and dominant species. 

2.5 The weather conditions for the survey were cool, dry, and with a light breeze. 

Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment (PBRA) 
 

2.6 A preliminary assessment of T18 (see Arboricultural plan in Appendix 3), a mature ash in the 
middle of the site, was undertaken, by Eleanor Hewins, to assess the potential to support roosting 
bats. This survey was undertaken alongside the ‘extended’ Phase I habitat survey. The surveys 
followed standard which are described below. 

2.7 The PBRA for trees comprised a ground level inspection of all trees present on the site on 12th May 
2022 to determine the potential of each tree to support roosting bats. During this survey, Potential 
Roost Features (PRFs) that may be used by bats, as identified within the BCT Good Practice 
Guidelines7  were sought. These included the following: 

• Woodpecker holes, rot holes, knot holes arising from naturally shed branches and man-
made holes; 

• Hazard beams and other vertical or horizontal cracks and splits (such as frost-cracks) in 
stems or branches; 

• Partially detached platey bark; 
• Cankers;  
• Other hollows or cavities, including butt-rots;  
• Partially detached ivy with stem diameters in excess of 50mm; and  
• Bird, bat or dormouse boxes. 

 
2.8 Evidence of the presence of bat roosts was also sought. These signs include: 

• Bat droppings in, around or below a PRF; 
• Odour emanating from a PRF; 
• Audible squeaking at dusk or in warm weather; and  
• Visible staining below a PRF. 

 
2.9 The potential for the tree to support roosting bats was then categorised against the criteria 

described in Table 2.1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 https://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/9578d07b-e018-4c66-9c1b-47110f14df2a/Handbook-Phase1-HabitatSurvey-Revised-2016.pdf 
7 https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Resources/Bat_Survey_Guidelines_2016_NON_PRINTABLE.pdf?v=1542281971 
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Table 2.1 – Roost Assessment Criteria (adapted from Collins, 2016) 
Suitability  Description of Roosting Habitats  

Negligible  Negligible habitat features on-site likely to be used by roosting bats. 

Low 

A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by individual bats 
opportunistically. However, these potential roost sites do not provide enough space, 
shelter, protection, appropriate conditions and/or suitable surrounding habitat to be used 
on a regular basis or by larger numbers of bats (i.e. unlikely to be suitable for maternity or 
hibernation). 
A tree of sufficient size and age to contain PRFs but with none seen from the ground or 
features seen with only very limited roosting potential. 

Moderate  
A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by bats due to 
their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding habitat but unlikely to support a 
roost of high conservation status. 

High  
A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously suitable for use 
by larger numbers of bats on a more regular basis and potentially for longer periods of 
time due to their size, shelter, protection conditions and surrounding habitat.  

Tree Climbing Survey  
 

2.10 T18 and T11 were subject to an aerial tree climbing survey. 

2.11 Tree climbing surveys were conducted on Friday 8th July by Brady Roberts, an experienced field 
ecologist and Welsh bat licence holder. An assistant was also present, and both surveyors are 
qualified to safely conduct such surveys and hold CS38 tree climbing and aerial rescue 
qualifications.  

2.12 Trees were inspected using dual rope technique to gain access to the canopy and to any potential 
roost features (PRFs) identified during the previous ground-level PRA, as well as any additional 
features identified during the survey. PRFs were inspected using torches and endoscopes where 
appropriate, and the presence or absence of bats at time of survey was confirmed. 

2.13 After inspection of roost features and confirmation of the absence of any bat roosts, the roosting 
potential of each tree has been reassessed. 

Evaluation 

2.14 The evaluation of habitats and species is defined in accordance with published guidance (CIEEM, 
2018).  The level of importance of specific ecological features is assigned using a geographic frame 
of reference, with international being most important, then national, regional, county, borough, 
and local. 

2.15 Evaluation is based on various characteristics that can be used to identify ecological features likely 
to be important in terms of biodiversity. These include site designations (such as Sites of Species 
Scientific Interest (SSSIs)), or for undesignated features, the size, conservation status (locally, 
nationally or internationally), and the quality of the ecological feature. In terms of the latter, quality 
can refer to habitats (for instance if they are particularly diverse, or a good example of a specific 
habitat type), other features (such as wildlife corridors or mosaics of habitats) or species 
populations or assemblages. 
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Limitations 

2.16 Tree T18 could not be fully climbed to assess the potential roosting status of the tree, owing to 
safety reasons associated with Ash dieback and the proximity of an overhead cable. 

Quality Control  

2.17 All ecologists at Tyler Grange Group Ltd are members of or working towards membership of 
CIEEM and abide by the Institute’s Code of Professional Conduct. 



 

 
Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg, Pontypridd 

Ecological Impact Assessment 

14923_R01_13th July 2022_HDBJ_CW 

 

Page 7 

Section 3: Ecological Features and Evaluation 
 
Context 

3.1 The site is approximately 4.2ha in size and comprises mostly sheep grazed grassland, with 
associated vegetated boundaries and a small ditch on the western boundary. 

Protected sites 

Statutory Sites 

3.2 There is one internationally important designation within a 10km radius of the site; Cardiff Beech 
Woods Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

3.3 Two nationally important designations within a 2km radius of the site were also recorded; Cwm 
Nofydd and Fforest Ganol is both a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) and Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

3.4 Table 3.1 details the site name, geographical importance, approximate distance from site and the 
reason for designation for these statutory sites. 

Site Name Designation Geographical 
Importance  

Approximate 
Distance 
from Site  

Reason for Designation 

Cardiff 
Beech 
Woods 

SAC International 
4.98km  
southeast 

This site is designated due to Annex I 
habitats: 9130 Asperulo-Fagetum 
beech forests, 9180 Tilio-Acerion forests 
of slopes, screes and ravines  * Priority 
feature.   
 
Cardiff Beech Woods contains one of 
the largest concentrations of Asperulo-
Fagetum beech forests in Wales, and 
represent the habitat close to the west-
ern limit of its past native range in both 
the UK and Europe. The woods show 
mosaics and transitions to other types, 
including more acidic beech woodland 
and oak Quercus and ash Fraxinus ex-
celsior woodland. Characteristic and 
notable species in the ground flora in-
clude ramsons Allium ursinum, sanicle 
Sanicula europaea, bird’s-nest orchid 
Neottia nidus-avis and yellow bird’s-
nest Monotropa hypopitys. 

Fforestganol 
and Chwm 
Nofydd 

LNR, SSSI National 
4.98km  
southeast 

The Cardiff Beech Woods SAC 
habitats occupy 12.9% of the SSSI. The 
rest of the SSSI supports semi natural 
broadleaved woodland that does not 
meet SAC criteria. The site also includes 
Fforest Ganol and Cwm Nofydd Local 
Nature Reserve.  



 

 
Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg, Pontypridd 

Ecological Impact Assessment 

14923_R01_13th July 2022_HDBJ_CW 

 

Page 8 

3.5 The Core Management Plan for Cardiff Beech Woods Special Area of Conservation (SAC)(2014)8 
and the JNCC standard data form9 for the SAC describes pressures affecting the SAC comprising 
interspecific floral relations, invasive non-native species, outdoor sports, and leisure/recreational 
activities.  

3.6 Fforestganol and Chwm Nofydd LNR and SSSI overlap with the Cardiff Beech Woods SAC, and 
are identified as experiencing similar recreational pressures to the SAC. 

Non-Statutory (Local) Sites 

3.7 Within 2km of the site, four Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) were identified 
from the data search, described in Table 3.2.  

Table 3.2 Details of the SINCs within a 2km radius of the site. 

Site Name  Geographical 
Importance 

Approximate 
Distance from 
Site 

Reason for Designation 

Mynydd Meio, 
south of 
Abertridwr 
SINC 

Local 
1.83 km 
northeast 

A large unenclosed upland site mostly dominated by 
a mix of acid grassland and Bracken. The most 
commonly occurring species include Wavy hair-
grass, Sweet vernal-grass, Soft rush and Bracken. The 
most botanically diverse habitat is an area of mire 
vegetation, which contains Purple moor-grass, 
Common cotton-grass, Cross-leaved heath and 
several Sphagnum mosses. Several small areas of 
flush vegetation are also present, mainly near the 
northern boundary. Plant species within the flushes 
include Soft rush, Bulbous rush, Star sedge, Ivy-leaved 
bellflower, Bog stitchwort and Sphagnum mosses. A 
disused quarry at the northern boundary (ST119888) 
supports acid grassland and heath, and rock-
exposures supporting bryophytes, ferns and scrub. 

The 
Willowford 
SINC 

Local 
0.14km 
southeast 

A near continuous series of small copses and 
woodlands on the eastern flank of the Garth, above 
Treforest Industrial Estate. The SINC includes areas of 
ancient woodland, and is primarily dominated by 
oak, ash, alder and birch, with hazel, willow and 
hawthorn. There is an ancient woodland ground flora 
in much of the woodland with bluebell, wood 
anemone, dog violet, bugle, primrose, red campion, 
wood speedwell, male fern, broad buckler fern and 
hart’s-tongue fern. There are associated smaller 
areas of bracken and marshy grassland. The SINC 
represents a large block of semi-natural woodland 
with good quality woodland bird and bat habitat, 
and potential for dormouse. The network of woods 
also performs an important connectivity role, linking 
the Tonteg Marsh/Llantwit Fardre Marsh SINC (to the 
north) with Coed Gedrys SINC (to the south). 

 
8 https://naturalresources.wales/media/672066/final-cdf-beech-woods-sac-man-plan.pdf  
9 https://jncc.gov.uk/jncc-assets/SAC-N2K/UK0030109.pdf  

https://naturalresources.wales/media/672066/final-cdf-beech-woods-sac-man-plan.pdf
https://jncc.gov.uk/jncc-assets/SAC-N2K/UK0030109.pdf
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Site Name  
Geographica
l Importance 

Approximate 
Distance 
from Site 

Reason for Designation 

Tonteg Marsh 
SINC 

Local 
1km 
southwest 

Large area of wet valley bottom habitat, bisected by 
the dismantled railway line. The Site can be 
characterised as a complex mosaic of wet and drier 
grasslands, wet scrub and species-rich woodland. 

Coed y Gedrys 
and Garth-
fawr SINC 

Local 
1.89km 
southeast 

A large mosaic SINC of woodland and marshy 
grassland. 

 

Habitats and Flora 

3.8 The site supports the following habitats: 

• Semi-improved neutral grassland; 

• Watercourse; 

• Hedgerows; 

o Species-rich hedgerow with trees; 

o Species-rich intact hedgerow; 

• Buildings; 

• Hardstanding/bare ground; 

 

3.9 All the features described are shown on the Habitat Features and Potential Bat Roost Features 
Plan 14923/P01. 

Semi-improved neutral grassland 

3.10 The site is a large, gently sloping, northeast facing field comprising short sheep-grazed semi-
improved neutral grassland, demonstrated in Photograph 3.1. 

3.11 This habitat supports perennial rye grass Lolium perenne, creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera, 
common bent Agrostis capillaris, sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, and ribwort 
plantain Plantago lanceolata in abundance, with frequent and occasional examples of meadow 
grass sp. Poa, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, white clover Trifolium repens, common 
mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum, dandelion sp. Taraxacum, red clover Trifolium pratense, and hop 
trefoil Trifolium campestre. Other species observed less frequently in this habitat include bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta, common bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus, common cat’s-ear 
Hypochaeris radicata, and hogweed sp. Heracleum. 
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Photograph 3.1 Semi-improved neutral grassland 

3.12 The grassland is typical of farmland habitat and is common and widespread in the locality. It is 
considered to offer limited biodiversity value, and is therefore of no more than negligible 
ecological importance. 

Watercourse 

3.13 A small stream enters the site through a drainage pipe in the southwest corner, running north 
partly along a broken farm track and partly within a channel, as captured in Photograph 3.2. The 
stream exits the site along the western boundary. 

3.14 The watercourse is unnamed on mapping resources, and is likely a drainage feature introduced 
for agricultural purposes. The stream itself is very shallow and features many stones and broken 
up pieces of hardstanding. No wetland vegetation is associated with the stream. 
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Photograph 3.2 Stream 

3.15 The stream is considered to be of negligible ecological importance. 

Hedgerows 

3.16 The site is bordered to the north (H1) (Photograph 3.3), east (H2), and south (H3) by hedgerows of 
varying condition and differing features.  

3.17 Habitat descriptions for each hedgerow are included below in Table 3.3. 

Table 3.3 Hedgerow habitat descriptions. 
Hedgerow Boundary Habitat description 

H1 
North & 
northwest 

Along the northern boundary, where the site meets the adjacent railway, a 
species-rich hedgerow with trees is present. This boundary primarily features 
mature pedunculate oak Quercus robur and a small number of mature willows 
Salix, interspersed with lower-growing hazel Corylus avellana, hawthorn 
Crataegus monogya, holly Ilex aquifolium, bramble Rubus fruticosus, European 
gorse Ulex europaeus, birch Betula sp., blackthorn Prunus spinosa, rowan 
Sorbus aucuparia, elder Sambucus nigra, and young sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus.  The ground-flora includes foxglove Digitalis sp., male fern 
Dryopteris filix-mas, broad-buckler fern Dryopteris dilatata, bracken Pteridium, 
violets Viola sp., bluebell, dog’s-mercury Mercurialis perennis, cleavers Galium 
aparine, enchanter’s nightshade Circaea lutetiana, honeysuckle Caprifoliaceae 
sp., creeping soft-grass Holcus mollis, nettle Urtica dioica, lords-and-ladies 
Arum maculatum. The northwestern boundary comprises similar habitat but 
with the additional presence of beech Fagus sp. 

H2 East 

The eastern boundary comprises a species-rich intact hedgerow, woody 
species include sycamore, hazel, holly, bramble, elder and hawthorn. The 
hedge is well managed, with ground flora including bluebells, bracken, 
bramble, and foxglove. 

H3 South 
The southern boundary also comprises a species-rich hedgerow with trees, 
albeit with gaps, rendering it defunct. The boundary predominantly comprises 
mature oak, with scattered hawthorn, ash Fraxinus sp., sycamore, and elder. 
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Photograph 3.3 Species-rich hedgerow with trees on the northern boundary 

3.18 Species-rich hedgerows are listed under section 42 of the NERC Act as a Habitat of Principal 
Importance (HoPI) for Wales. The on-site hedgerows are not isolated, and have good connectivity 
to similar off-site habitat, including more extensive areas of woodland in the vicinity. The northern 
boundary in particular reflects a species-rich hedgerow with trees in good condition, 
demonstrating a diverse range of native woody species and ground flora characteristic of 
woodland habitat. 

3.19 Overall, the species-rich hedgerows on site are part of a wider ecological resource, and are 
considered to be of local ecological importance.   

Buildings 

3.20 Two structures are present on the southern boundary of the site. The sheep shelter (B1) is 
comprised of corrugated iron walls and roof, with wood panel reinforcement, as captured in 
Photograph 3.4. The adjacent two-storey building (B2) appears to be a shack of unknown 
purpose, comprising wood panelling and several other building materials. 
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Photograph 3.4 Corrugated iron structure B1 

3.21 Neither of these buildings are of any inherent biodiversity value, and are therefore considered to 
be of negligible ecological importance. 

Hardstanding/bare ground 

3.22 A small area in the southwest corner of the site comprises a hardstanding track where farm 
machinery is stored, as captured in Photograph 3.5. The track is broken up in places, where bare 
ground is also present as a result. 

 
Photograph 3.5 Broken track comprising hardstanding and bare ground 

3.23 This habitat offers no inherent biodiversity value to the site and is considered to be of negligible 
ecological importance and is not discussed further within this report.  
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Broadleaved parkland/scattered trees (off-site) 

3.24 A small area of broadleaved parkland/scattered trees extends off the southern boundary of the 
site, as captured in Photograph 3.6. 

3.25 The habitat comprises mostly mature oak, with a single ash present. The understory comprises an 
unshaded grassy area, celandines Ficaria verna, bluebells, creeping buttercup, herb Robert 
Geranium robertianum, violets, wood avens Geum urbanum, garlic mustard Alliaria petiolata ,and 
foxglove.  

 
Photograph 3.6 Broadleaved parkland/scattered trees 

3.26 This habitat is listed under section 42 of the NERC Act as a Habitat of Principal Importance (HoPI) 
for Wales. The parkland and trees are not isolated, and have good connectivity to similar nearby 
habitat, including more extensive areas of woodland in the vicinity 

3.27 Overall, the broadleaved parkland/scattered trees are considered to be of local ecological 
importance. 

Fauna  

Amphibians 

3.28 A total of 18 records of common and widespread amphibians were returned by the data search, 
comprising two common toads Bufo bufo, 10 common frogs Rana temporaria, five palmate newts 
Lissotriton helveticus, and a single smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris. The nearest records to the site 
were for multiple amphibians 0.94km away.  

3.29 Generally, the site only offers sub-optimal habitat for amphibians, with hedgerows offering the 
only suitable terrestrial habitat. The nearest pond is located c.125m southeast of the site, and there 
are no major barriers to dispersal between this pond and the site. However, there are more 
significant barriers to dispersal (A473 highway) between the nearby pond to the southeast and 
the other nearby off-site ponds (located to the northwest of the site).  



 

 
Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg, Pontypridd 

Ecological Impact Assessment 

14923_R01_13th July 2022_HDBJ_CW 

 

Page 15 

3.30 Given the sub-optimal terrestrial habitat on site, and the barriers preventing great crested newt 
(GCN) Triturus cristatus dispersal between the nearby off-site ponds, it is considered highly unlikely 
that GCN are present on site. This is further supported by the lack of GCN records and the presence 
of more optimal habitat around the off-site ponds. 

3.31 It is considered that common amphibians may use the hedgerows on site for resting or dispersal 
and any individual present will likely form part of a population of up to local ecological 
importance. 

Bats 

3.32 A total of 312 records of bats were returned by the data search, almost entirely comprising 
common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle species. Fewer than 12 records of noctule, Natterer’s 
Myotis nattereri, brown long-eared Plecotus auritus, and unidentified Myotis species were 
recorded each. The nearest record to the site is 0.25km to the north, and includes multiple bat 
species. 

3.33 The vegetated boundaries of the site are considered to be of high suitability to commuting bats, 
given their condition and connectivity to high quality off-site habitat. This includes the nearby river 
Taff and associated woodland edges. 

3.34 The site is considered to offer moderate suitability for foraging bats, with grassland and trees 
being present, although it is noted that higher quality foraging habitat is present immediately to 
the south of the site with broadleaved woodland, and a short distance north of the site with the 
river Taff. 

3.35 Any bat assemblage using the site is considered likely to be of at least local ecological 
importance.  

PBRA and Tree Climbing Survey 

3.36 A PBRA was undertaken on the two structures on the southern boundary of the site. The sheep 
shelter was considered to offer moderate potential to support roosting bats, with a possible cavity 
present between the corrugated iron and wood panelling, acknowledging that the metal roof 
would be a poor thermal regulator. Access to the two-storey building was not possible given the 
poor condition of the structure, however multiple potential roof cavities were identified from a 
ground level, and so this building is considered to have high potential to support roosting bats (see 
Photograph 3.7). 
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Photograph 3.7 Two storey building on the southern boundary 

3.37 Further tree climbing surveys were undertaken on T18, a mature ash in the middle of the site, and 
T11, a mature oak on the southern boundary, to assess their potential for roosting bats. T11 was 
judged to have negligible potential for roosting bats, as all the wounds and tears present on the 
tree had healed, and no other features were observed. T18 was considered to have a high 
potential to support roosting bats, with multiple large cavities that could not be observed from the 
ground, as captured in Photograph 3.8. Further emergence/re-entry surveys are to be conducted 
on T18 to determine the presence/likely absence of a bat roost. 

 
Photograph 3.8 T18 with ‘A’ representing a high potential roosting feature 



 

 
Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg, Pontypridd 

Ecological Impact Assessment 

14923_R01_13th July 2022_HDBJ_CW 

 

Page 17 

Badger 

3.38 Four records of badger Meles meles were returned from the data search, with the nearest being 
0.19km west of the site. 

3.39 Areas of woodland immediately adjacent to and in the vicinity of the site represent optimal 
badger habitat, and so it is possible that badgers may occasionally cross the site. No evidence of 
badger was observed during the Phase I survey. 

3.40 Badgers are unlikely to be reliant on the on-site habitat, given the presence of more suitable 
habitat in close proximity. Badgers are afforded protection due to historical issues of persecution, 
rather than because of their conservation status. Therefore, any population present within the 
vicinity of the site is of negligible ecological importance 

Birds 

3.41 Over 1500 records of birds were returned from the data search, comprising over 100 species. 

3.42 Whilst breeding birds may use the hedgerows and trees on site, given the current management 
the land is not suitable to support ground nesting bird, owing to the short sward of the grass, so 
any bird assemblage present is likely to comprise common and widespread species of local 
ecological importance. 

Dormice 

3.43 No records of dormice Muscardinus avellanarius were returned from the data search. 

3.44 The species-rich hedgerows on site and well-connected woodland in the vicinity would offer 
optimal habitat for dormice.  

3.45 Despite the optimal hedgerow habitat on site, this is not a rare feature in the vicinity, and areas of 
suitable woodland habitat also exist off-site nearby. In combination with the lack of records 
returned from the data search, it is considered that any local populations of dormice would not be 
reliant on the habitat on site, and any dormice using the site would be of local ecological 
importance.   

Invertebrates 

3.46 A total of 213 records of invertebrates were returned from the data search, comprising 64 different 
species. 

3.47 As the majority of the site comprises short-sward grassland, significant invertebrate populations 
are not considered to be present here, although the vegetated boundaries may offer more suitable 
habitat. Any invertebrate populations using the site are considered to be of no more than local 
ecological importance. 

Reptiles 

3.48 Four records each of slow-worm Anguis fragilis and grass snake Natrix natrix were returned from 
the data search, the nearest being 0.7km west of the site. 
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3.49 With the grassland being generally short across the site, there is limited suitable habitat for reptiles. 
Hedgerow bases may offer suitable resting places and allow connectivity off-site.  

3.50 With a combination of the limited habitat and low numbers of common and widespread species 
returned from the data search, it is considered that any population of reptiles using the site would 
be of local ecological importance. 

Water vole and Otter 

3.51 Six records were returned for otter Lutra lutra from the data search, with the nearest being 0.56km. 
No records were returned for water vole Arvicola amphibius. 

3.52 The stream on site is too small, unvegetated, and unestablished to present suitable habitat for 
either otter or water vole. No other water courses were identified on or immediately adjacent to 
the site, and so it is considered that water vole and otter do not use the site, and are not discussed 
further in this report. 

Western European Hedgehog 

3.53 A total of 76 records of Western European hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus were returned from the 
data search, with the nearest record being approximately 0.29km south and the most recent being 
from 2021.  

3.54 The hedgerows could provide habitat for hedgehog, although given the extensive presence of this 
habitat in the vicinity, it is unlikely that hedgehog are reliant on the site, and therefore any on site 
population is considered to be of local ecological importance.  
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Section 4: Potential Impacts, Mitigation and 
Enhancements   
 
Proposed Development 
 

4.1 The proposals are for the installation of a synchronous condenser (electrical transmission 
infrastructure) with associated ancillary infrastructure, access and landscaping. A portion of 
grassland in the east of the site will be development for industrial use, with an area in the west of 
the site to remain undeveloped for the purpose of landscaping. A 10 metre portion of hedgerow is 
to be removed in the southwest corner of the site to facilitate access, and trees T18 and T11 are to 
be removed. Otherwise, no further vegetation removal is to take place. A new native hedgerow 
will be planted, running from north to south, bisecting the site. A hardstanding track will be 
installed to connect the access point to the development. A minimum of a 5 metre buffer is to be 
retained between the development and all vegetated boundaries, to be managed as a dark 
corridor for wildlife. A layout of the proposed scheme is provided in Appendix 2. 

4.2 Both the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 and the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act 2006 give the importance of conserving biodiversity a statutory basis, 
requiring government departments (which includes Local Planning Authorities) to have regard for 
biodiversity in carrying out their obligations (which includes determination of planning 
applications) and to take positive steps to further the conservation of listed species and habitats.  
These articles of legislation requires Rhondda Cynon Taff Borough Council to take measures to 
protect species or habitats from the adverse effects of development, where appropriate, by using 
planning conditions or obligations. Planning authorities should refuse permission where harm to 
the species or their habitats would result, unless the need for, and benefits of, the development 
clearly outweigh the harm. 

4.3 The results of the desk study and ecological surveys have informed the design of the masterplan, 
with a focus on the retention of the features of most importance.  Where there are potential 
impacts to ecological features during the construction and operational phases of the development 
which would trigger legislation or planning policy (see Appendix 1), these are described below 
together with the proposed mitigation. In line with local and national planning policy, a strategy 
for enhancement of the biodiversity on the site is also outlined. 

4.4 Central to the mitigation and enhancement strategy is the provision of high quality multi-
functional green infrastructure and provision of:  

• A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), based on principles outlined 
in this report, which will set out the measures to protect retained habitats of importance, 
namely the retained boundary features; and protected and priority fauna, including 
badgers, bats, breeding birds and otters; and   

• The implementation of a Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) to 
maximise the biodiversity potential of retained and newly created habitats. Also 
included would be a programme of monitoring and a mechanism to modify the 
management prescriptions, if required.    
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Protected Sites 

Internationally Designated Statutory Sites 

4.5 Cardiff Beech Woods SAC is within 5km of the site boundary and faces pressures from interspecific 
floral relations, invasive non-native species, and recreational activities. 

4.6 Given the proposed development will comprise a small industrial development c.5km away from 
the SAC, no pathways for impact have been identified in relation to the aforementioned pressures, 
and therefore likely significant effects on the SAC are not anticipated. 

Nationally Designated Statutory sites 

4.7 The Fforestganol and Chwm Nofydd LNR and SSSI are described as also experiencing 
recreational pressure which could be detrimental to the designated status of the sites.  

4.8 As described above, owing to the non-residential nature of the development, it will not lead to an 
increase in recreational activity at any designated sites.  

4.9 Further possible impacts on nationally designated sites, such as direct pollution or traffic air 
quality, are considered unlikely given the distance between the site and these designations. It is 
also understood that the number of trips to be generated by the development will be small (<1000 
average annual daily trips), and unlikely to lead to an appreciable difference in the current traffic 
levels on the A470, and subsequently the associated air quality is unlikely to be affected. 

Non-statutory Sites 

4.10 There are four SINC’s within 2km of the site boundary, with most of them being beyond 1km away. 
The exception is the Willowford SINC, located 0.14km to the southeast of the site. 

4.11 Direct impacts would not be anticipated; however, there is potential for pollution during 
construction. In order to mitigate the potential effects of construction on the nearby Willowford 
SINC, standard construction safeguards will take place, with further detail to be provided within a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP).  

4.12 The other SINC’s are considered to be a sufficient distance from the site so as not to be affected 
by construction methods. 

4.13 During the operational phase, the development will incorporate measures to manage light  
pollution emanating from the site to ensure that certain habitat features on-site remain 
unaffected, as well as nearby off-site designations. These measures can be secured by a suitably 
worded planning condition. 

Habitats 

4.14 The proposals will result in the loss of approximately half the grassland habitat presently on site 
to facilitate development. A 10 metre stretch of native species-rich defunct hedgerow will also be 
removed to facilitate access in the southwest corner of the site. 

4.15 The grassland is considered to be of no more than local ecological importance, and so it is 
considered that its loss can easily be mitigated through the enhancement of the remaining areas 
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of grassland on site. Furthermore, by enhancing the habitat on such a large portion of the site, 
there is an opportunity to attract fauna which would not presently have cause to use the site, 
thereby increasing the biodiversity value significantly. 

4.16 A native species-rich meadow planting mix is proposed for the undeveloped western area of the 
site, the exact specifications for which can be secured through a suitably worded planning 
condition.  

4.17 The species-rich hedgerows on the boundaries represent the most important ecological asset on 
the site. They are to be retained within the scheme, with the exception of a 10 metre removal of 
hedgerow in the southwest corner to facilitate an access point.  

4.18 Of the hedgerows on site, the southern boundary features more gaps than any other, and is 
therefore defunct. The creation of another minor gap in the hedgerow is not considered to 
constitute ecological harm, especially when considering the other biodiversity enhancements 
offered across the site as a consequence of development. 

4.19 Aside from the minor vegetation removal, the rest of the hedgerows will benefit from a 5 metre 
buffer being implemented between them and the development. The primary intention of this 
buffer is to preserve the ecological importance of the hedgerows, and not disturb them by way of 
noise or light pollution. However, as the site is currently sheep grazed, the grass sward is kept short 
right up to the base of the hedgerows, meaning there is currently no buffer between the 
ecologically significant hedgerows and the grassland. The development will actually enhance the 
value of the hedgerow through the creation of a semi-natural buffer of taller grassland, unaffected 
by grazing or other agricultural practices. This would increase the habitat offering for fauna which 
use hedgerows for sheltering or commuting, and similarly, through reduced management, allow 
the woody species within the hedgerow to mature. 

4.20 Further to this enhancement, a new native hedgerow is proposed, running from the northern to 
the southern boundary, creating additional habitat for sheltering and commuting species. 

4.21 Other on-site habitat including the watercourse, buildings, hardstanding, and the majority of 
hedgerows are to be retained and protected within the scheme. 

4.22 As noted in Appendix 1, policy AW8 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan (2011) 
states that development will only be permitted where “There would be no unacceptable impact 
upon features of importance to landscape or nature conservation, including ecological networks, 
the quality of natural resources such as air, water and soil, and the natural drainage of surface 
water”.  

4.23 To be conformity with AW8, the vast majority of important ecological features will be retained, 
and where minor vegetation removals occur, this is mitigated through the introduction of new 
habitat and enhancement of existing features as well. Specifically, these enhancements will 
comprise the introduction of new hedgerow through the middle of the site, the inclusion of buffer 
planting between the existing hedgerows and the proposed built form, and the improved 
management of the retained grassland in the west of the site, to be planted with a native meadow 
species mix. Further details on this management can be detailed within a Landscape Ecological 
Management Plan (LEMP) to be conditioned. 

4.24 A calculation has been conducted using the DEFRA 3.1 metric to determine the potential for the 
development to achieve a Biodiversity Net Gain. It is recognised that this methodology is not 



 

 
Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg, Pontypridd 

Ecological Impact Assessment 

14923_R01_13th July 2022_HDBJ_CW 

 

Page 22 

currently part of the planning system in Wales, although the delivery of a net gain is a requirement 
under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. The calculation has therefore been undertaken to provide 
a quantified context to the biodiversity provision and benefits likely to arise from the proposed 
development. 

4.25 The calculation has demonstrated that a 1.84% net gain in habitat units and 10.84% net gain in 
hedgerow units can be achieved from the delivery of the proposed development, in combination 
with the habitat creation measures aforementioned.   

Fauna 

Amphibians 

4.26 The site presently offers little suitable habitat for amphibians. Where hedgerow is to be removed, 
the vegetation must first be checked for amphibians by a suitably qualified Ecological Clerk of 
Works (ECoW). An ECoW must then be present during the clearance works to ensure amphibians 
are not unintentionally harmed or killed, if present. 

4.27 The proposed development will enhance terrestrial habitat on site through the creation of semi-
natural buffers from hedgerows, thereby widening the corridor for amphibians to disperse 
through. 

Badger 

4.28 The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 consolidates the previous Badger Acts of 1973 and 1991.  The 
legislation aims to protect the species from persecution, rather than being a response to an unfa-
vourable conservation status.  As well as protecting the animal itself, the 1992 Act also makes the 
intentional or reckless destruction, damage, or obstruction of a badger sett an offence.   

4.29 A sett is defined as 'any structure or place which displays signs indicating current use by a badg-
er'.  In addition, the intentional elimination of sufficient foraging area to support a known social 
group of badgers may, in certain circumstances, be construed as an offence by constituting 
'cruel ill treatment' of a badger.  Badgers are not the subject of conservation action. 

4.30 No badger setts or signs of badger were identified during the Phase I survey. Given the presence 
of suitable woodland habitat in close proximity, badgers may periodically cross the site. 

4.31 During the construction phase, precautionary methods should be implemented and detailed in a 
CEMP to avoid disturbance to foraging badgers, including: 

• Pre works badger survey to assess levels of activity around any new setts;  
• All earth works and excavations which could potentially trap badger should be covered at 

the end of daily operations where practicable, with the inclusion of a ramp to escape; 
• Work is to be undertaken during the daytime where practicable, when badgers are least 

active, to minimise disturbance to their foraging activities; and 
• Overnight lighting should be kept to a minimum. 

4.32 The scheme design will retain and enhance foraging opportunities for badger through the intro-
duction of new hedgerows, semi-natural buffers, and enhanced grassland areas. 
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Bats 

4.33 As European protected species, all UK bats receive legal protection in Wales under the Conser-
vation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2018 (as amended) and the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended). In addition, planning policy set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (February 2019) requires planning authorities to consider bats (alongside other pro-
tected species) when determining planning applications and to ensure that development pro-
posals do not lead to an adverse effect on the conservation status of bats or other protected 
species. 

4.34 All British species of bat are listed on Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2018 (as amended) as a European protected species (EPS) of animal. Regulation 41 (1) 
makes it an offence to: 

• Deliberately take , injure or kill a wild bat 
• Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its roost or deliberately disturb a group of bats. 
• Damage or destroy a place used by bats for breeding or resting (roosts) (even if bats are 

not occupying the roost at the time) 
• Possess or advertise/sell/exchange a bat of a species found in the wild in the EU (dead or 

alive) or any part of a bat. 
• Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost. 

 
4.35 All British bats are listed in Schedule 5 of the WCA and in England and Wales are protected un-

der Section 9 subsections 4b, 4c and 5 which makes it an offence to: 

• Disturb any bat while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protec-
tion; or 

• Obstruct access to any structure or place which any such animal uses for shelter or protec-
tion; 

• Sell, offer or expose for sale, or have in possession or transport for the purpose of sale (any 
live or dead wild Schedule 5 animal or any part or anything derived from such an animal); 
or 

• Publish or cause to be published any advertisement likely to be understood as conveying 
that he buys or sells, or intends to buy or sell, any of those things. 

4.36 All British bats are also listed under Schedule 6, Section 11 of the WCA 1981 (as amended), which 
states that bats cannot be killed or taken by certain methods, such as traps and nets, poisons, 
automatic weapons, electrical devices, smoke / gases etc. 

Roosting 

4.37 Two structures on the southern boundary of the site were considered to have a moderate and 
high potential to support roosting bats respectively. They are to be retained within proposals and 
will not be subject to disturbance from the development during both the construction and 
operational phase. 

4.38 Two trees are to be removed from the site to facilitate development. T11, a mature oak on the 
southern boundary, was found to have negligible potential to support roosting bats after being 
subject to a tree climbing survey. 
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4.39 T18, a mature ash in the centre of the site, was determined to have a high potential to support 
roosting bats following a tree climbing survey. In line with best practice guidance (Colins, 201610), 
a total of three surveys are required to determine the presence or likely absence of a bat roost. 
These are scheduled to take place during the validation and determination period of the planning 
application, with survey results and mitigation (if required) submitted as an addendum to this EcIA.  

4.40 Assuming no roost is identified during the surveys, then there will be no requirement to apply for 
a European Protected Species (EPS) licence to enable the development to proceed. A soft-felling 
approach should be adopted for T18, assuming no bat roost is identified. In the event bats are 
discovered during felling works, then works must cease immediately and advice must be sought 
by a licensed bat ecologist.  

Foraging and Commuting  

4.41 The site features habitat which supports foraging and commuting bats, primarily along the tree 
lines and at the site boundaries, although the grassland within the site is also suitable foraging 
habitat. 

4.42 The scheme proposes to remove two trees and a small section of hedgerow. Only one of the trees 
is situated on a boundary, and the small section of hedgerow to be removed is at the end of an 
already defunct hedgerow. Because of the minor nature of the vegetation removal, it is not 
considered that the suitability of the boundary features for commuting bats will be affected by 
these losses.  

4.43 Nevertheless, the loss of a small section of hedgerow will be mitigated for, and the site enhanced 
overall, with the introduction of a new, native, central hedgerow, connecting two areas of 
woodland at the northern and southern boundaries of the site. This will create a new commuting 
feature and, with it being significantly longer than the section of hedgerow being removed, will 
represent an overall improvement to the commuting habitat available on site for bats. 

4.44 The existing hedgerows are to be protected from development by a 5 metre buffer, which is to be 
managed so as to reduce light spill. In particular, the light levels on the hedgerow will be limited to 
a maximum of 0.5lux, thereby retaining a dark corridor for bat species to use for commuting (see 
Appendix 2). 

4.45 In addition, the creation of semi-natural buffers from the hedgerows will further enhance the 
foraging value of the existing hedgerows on site. The buffers will attract a wider range of 
invertebrates, in turn encouraging more diversity amongst the foraging bats. 

4.46 As well as the vegetated boundaries, the grassland on site offers some foraging potential. 
Approximately half of the grassland on site is to be subject to development, and therefore lost. 
However, the remainder of the grassland is to be enhanced with a native meadow planting mix, 
providing greater foraging opportunities through the increased diversity of invertebrates attracted 
to the enhanced grassland. 

 

 

 
10 https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Resources/Bat_Survey_Guidelines_2016_NON_PRINTABLE.pdf?v=1542281971 
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Birds 

4.47 In England and Wales, birds and their nests are protected under the Wildlife and Country-
side Act (1981) (as amended). 

4.48 The existing on site mature trees and hedgerows have the potential to support common and 
widespread nesting birds. As the vast majority of suitable habitat is to be retained and enhanced, 
with new habitat delivered in addition, it is considered that the development will yield an improved 
habitat offering for birds, and attract a greater diversity of species than those which presently use 
the site. 

4.49 Where a small section of hedgerow is to be removed, any impacts to nesting birds which would 
potentially be using the site will be mitigated through the construction phase of works by sensitive 
timing of works. For instance, scheduling any vegetation works for outside of the core nesting bird 
season (March-August,), although nests can be present at any time of year. If works must take 
place during the breeding bird season, the vegetation must first be checked for nesting birds by a 
suitably qualified Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW). Should any active nests be found during 
works, a suitable buffer must be erected around the nest and no works may take place within that 
buffer until the nest can be confirmed fledged or inactive by an ECoW. 

Dormouse 

4.50 Dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius are European Protected Species (EPS) and subject to 
stringent protection under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2018 (as 
amended) (commonly referred to as the ‘Habitat Regulations’) and Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(WCA) 1981 (as amended).   

4.51 Dormouse are listed as Species of Principal Importance (SoPI), under Section 41 of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 which requires the Local Planning Authority 
to have regard for their conservation. 

4.52 Where hedgerow is to be removed, the vegetation must first be checked for dormouse by a 
suitably qualified ECoW. An ECoW must then be present during the clearance works to ensure 
dormouse are not unintentionally harmed or killed, if present 

4.53 The majority of suitable dormouse habitat is to be retained and enhanced, as well as the creation 
of a new native species hedgerow, significantly longer than that which is to be removed, and of a 
continuous nature, rather than the defunct hedgerow on the southern boundary. This hedgerow 
will also connect two separate areas of woodland, improving the connectivity between suitable 
dormouse habitat. 

Invertebrates 

4.54 The invertebrate population on site is not currently considered to be of ecological importance. 
Therefore, the development proposals offer an opportunity for enhancement. It is considered that 
the creation of hedgerow buffers and enhanced meadow grassland will provide an array of 
ecotones and nectar sources that can support a common and widespread assemblage of 
invertebrates. 
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Reptiles 

4.55 All reptiles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), which makes 
it an offence to intentionally (or recklessly, in Scottish law) kill or injure a reptile. 

4.56 The current habitat offering for reptiles on site is sub-optimal. However, the creation of semi-
natural buffers from hedgerows will create a corridor of taller vegetation sward, offering more 
opportunities for reptiles to shelter and disperse. The same will be true of the enhanced grassland 
area. 

Western European Hedgehog 

4.57 Western European hedgehogs are listed under Section 41 of the NERC act and as a result, public 
bodies must take the conservation of hedgehogs into consideration when undertaking any of its 
functions.  

4.58 As a small section of hedgerow is to be removed, vegetation clearance works ought to be 
supervised by an ECoW. Sensitive construction methods should be put in place during the 
construction phase of the development to prevent harm to any hedgehogs that may be using the 
site. These would include measures such as the safe storage and disposal of chemicals and 
covering up holes at night-time. These measures could be secured through inputs into a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). 

4.59 Overall the site will represent an enhancement in the habitat offering for hedgehog, as a new 
native hedge is to be installed, significantly longer than that which is to be removed, and of a 
continuous nature, rather than the defunct hedgerow on the southern boundary. This hedgerow 
will also connect two separate areas of woodland, improving the connectivity between suitable 
hedgehog habitat. 
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Section 5: Conclusion  
5.1 With the implementation of the mitigation and enhancement strategy described in Section 4, and 

the combination of habitat creation and management, the proposed development would be in 
conformity with relevant planning policy and legislation as listed in Appendix 1. 

5.2 The mitigation and enhancement strategy could be secured by planning controls devised to: 

• Secure a sensitive lighting strategy to ensure dark corridors are retained around the devel-
opment area to ensure any potential bat assemblage using the site can continue to com-
mute and forage during operation; 

• Secure a mitigation strategy within a Construction Environmental Management Plan 
(CEMP) to avoid impacts to important habitats, amphibians, badgers, bats, birds, dormice, 
and reptiles based on the principles outlined in this report, to be submitted to and subject 
to agreement by the LPA prior to commencement of works on site; 

• Secure the production and implementation of a Landscape and Ecological Management 
Plan (LEMP), to include newly created habitats and a programme of monitoring and a 
mechanism to modify the management prescriptions, if required. 

5.3 The development has been demonstrated to achieve a Biodiversity Net Gain for habitats and 
hedgerows, in accordance with Natural England’s (NE) latest BNG metric (The Biodiversity Metric 
3.1 Auditing and accounting for Biodiversity Calculator Tool, 2022). 

5.4 Three further surveys are to be conducted on tree T18 to determine the presence/likely absence of 
a bat roost during the determination period of the application. The results of the survey will be 
submitted to the LPA as an addendum to this EcIA. Should a roost be identified, appropriate 
mitigation will be included with this submission.  

5.5 In conclusion, it is considered that the principle of development at the site should be compliant 
with the relevant planning policy and legislation with regard to ecology.
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Appendix 1: Legislation and Planning Policy 

National Planning Policy  
 
Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Edition 11   

A1.1. Chapter 6 of the PPW (Distinctive and Natural Places) includes the following commitments and 
what they relate to where they are applicable to this site:   

• 6.2: Green Infrastructure – The planning system should protect and enhance green infra-
structure assets and networks because of [their] multi-functional roles. The protection and 
enhancement of biodiversity must be carefully considered as part of green infrastructure 
provision…The quality of the built environment should be enhanced by integrating green 
infrastructure into development.  

• 6.4: Biodiversity and Ecological Networks – Promoting biodiversity by enhanced biodiver-
sity and resilience of ecosystems duty (as set out in The Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 
The Nature Recovery Action Plan supports this legislative requirement to reverse the de-
cline in biodiversity, address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss and increase the 
resilience of ecosystems.   

A1.2. Development plan strategies, policies and development proposals must consider the need to:   

• support the conservation of biodiversity, in particular the conservation of wildlife and 
habitats;   

• ensure action in Wales contributes to meeting international responsibilities and obliga-
tions for biodiversity and habitats;   

• ensure statutorily and non-statutorily designated sites are properly protected and man-
aged;   

• safeguard protected and priority species and existing biodiversity assets from impacts 
which directly affect their nature conservation; interests and compromise the resilience of 
ecological networks and the components which underpin them, such as water and soil, 
including peat; and  

• secure enhancement of and improvements to ecosystem resilience by improving diver-
sity, condition, extent and connectivity of ecological networks.   

A1.3. Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty (Section 6 Duty) – Planning authorities must seek 
to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions. This means development 
should not cause any significant loss of habitats or populations of species, locally or nationally 
and must provide a net benefit for biodiversity. In doing so planning authorities must also take 
account of and promote the resilience of ecosystems.   

A1.4. Designated sites - Planning authorities must have regard to the relative significance of interna-
tional, national and local designations in considering the weight to be attached to nature con-
servation interests.   

A1.5. Protection and Management of Designated Sites - Statutorily designated sites must be pro-
tected from damage and deterioration, with their important features conserved and enhanced 
by appropriate management.   



 

 

 

Land at Pound Farm, Tonteg, Pontypridd 
Ecological Impact Assessment 

14923_R01_13th July 2022_HDBJ_CW 

 

A1.6. Maintaining and Enhancing Biodiversity - Planning authorities must follow a stepwise ap-
proach to maintain and enhance biodiversity and build resilient ecological networks by ensur-
ing that any adverse environmental effects are firstly avoided, then minimized, mitigated, and 
as a last resort compensated for; enhancement must be secured wherever possible.  

A1.7. Protected species - The presence of a species protected under European or UK legislation, or 
under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 is a material consideration when a plan-
ning authority is considering a development proposal which, if carried out, would be likely to 
result in disturbance or harm to the species or its habitat and to ensure that the range and 
population of the species is sustained.   

A1.8. Trees, woodlands and hedgerows - Planning authorities should protect trees, hedgerows, 
groups of trees/...woodland where they have ecological value, contribute to the character or 
amenity…or perform a beneficial…green infrastructure function.   

Technical Advice Note 5 (TAN 5), Nature Conservation and Planning (2009)   

A1.9. The purpose of Technical Advice Note (Wales) 5 (TAN5) is to supplement the information pro-
vided in PPW. This provides advice for local planning authorities on:   

• The key principles of positive planning for nature conservation;   

• Nature conservation and Local Development Plans;   

• Nature conservation in development management procedures;   

• Development affecting protected internationally and nationally designated sites and 
habitats; and   

• Development affecting protected and priority habitats and species.  

Local Planning Policy 
 

Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan (2011) 

Policy AW 8 - Protection And Enhancement Of The Natural Environment 

A1.10. Rhondda Cynon Taf’s distinctive natural heritage will be preserved and enhanced by protect-
ing it from inappropriate development. Development proposals will only be permitted where:-  

A1.11. 1. They would not cause harm to the features of a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINC) or Regionally Important Geological Site (RIGS) or other locally designated sites, unless it 
can be demonstrated that:- a)The proposal is directly necessary for the positive management 
of the site; or b)The proposal would not unacceptably impact on the features of the site for 
which it has been designated; or c) The development could not reasonably be located else-
where and the benefits of the proposed development clearly outweigh the nature conservation 
value of the site.  

A1.12. 2. There would be no unacceptable impact upon features of importance to landscape or nature 
conservation, including ecological networks, the quality of natural resources such as air, water 
and soil, and the natural drainage of surface water. All development proposals, including those 
in built up areas, that may affect protected and priority species will be required to demonstrate 
what measures are proposed for the protection and management of the species and the miti-
gation and compensation of potential impacts. Development proposals must be accompanied 
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by appropriate ecological surveys and appraisals, as requested by the Council. Development 
proposals that contribute to the management or development of Ecological Networks will be 
supported. 

 
Biodiversity Action Plans 
 

A1.13. The UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework succeeded the UK BAP partnership in 2011 and co-
vers the period 2011 to 2020. However, the lists of Priority Species agreed under the UK BAP still 
form the basis of much biodiversity work in the UK. The current strategy for England is ‘Biodi-
versity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services’ published under the UK 
Post-2010 UK Biodiversity Framework. Although the UK BAP has been superseded, Species Ac-
tion Plans (SAPs) and Habitat Action Plans (HAPs) developed for the UK BAP remain valuable 
resources for background information on priority species under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity 
Framework.  
 

A1.14. Most areas now possess a Local BAP (LBAP) to complement the national strategy where prior-
ity habitats and species are identified, and targets set for their conservation. BAP’s are the key 
nature conservation initiative in the UK, working at national, regional and local levels.  

A1.15. The Rhondda Cynon Taf Biodiversity Action Plan (2000) can be found at the following link:  

https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Resident/PlanningandBuildingControl/LocalDevelop-
mentPlans/LDPEvidenceBaseLibraryandAnnualMonitoringRe/Relateddocu-
mentsEvidenceBase/EB47c.pdf 
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Appendix 3: Arboricultural Plan 
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CREDITS

*

KEY
Category A Tree - High quality
(Retention highly desirable)

Category A - Hedgerow, Group, Woodland - High quality
(Retention highly desirable)

Category B Tree - Moderate quality
(Retention desirable)

Category B - Hedgerow, Group, Woodland - Moderate quality
(Retention desirable)

Category C Tree - Low quality
(May be retained but should not constrain development)

Category C - Hedgerow, Group, Woodland - Low quality
(May be retained but should not constrain development)

Category U Tree - Very low quality
(Mostly unsuitable for retention)

Category U - Hedgerow, Group, Woodland - Very low quality
(Mostly unsuitable for retention)

Root Protection Area (RPA) - Layout design tool indicating the minimum area around a
tree deemed to contain sufficient roots and soil volume to maintain the tree’s viability

Shrub mass/offsite tree/out of scope (OOS)

Tree/Group/Hedgerow not on topographical survey. Location given is an estimate

T1 Beech (Common) 16 EM 7.2 163

T2 Oak 14 M 10 312

T3 Oak 7 M 8.4 222

T4 Hazel (Common) 6.5 EM 4.8 72

T5 Hawthorn 4 EM 1.8 10

T6 Hawthorn 3 SM 1.8 10

T7 Oak 16 M 8.6 235

T8 Ash (Common) 18 M 9.6 290

T9 Hawthorn 4 EM 1.8 10

T10 Willow (Goat) 14 M 7.2 163

T11 Oak 14 M 8.8 241

T12 Oak 15 M 7 152

T13 Ash (Common) 14 M 8.3 215

T14 Oak 13 M 10.3 335

T15 Oak 14 EM 4.9 76

T16 Oak 15 EM 4.8 72

T17 Oak 16 EM 6.2 122

T18 Ash (Common) 18 M 13 528

T19 Oak 17 M 11.3 400

Tree Ref Species Height (m) LifeStage RPA Radius (m) RPA (m2)

G1 Birch; sycamore; hazel 4.5 SM 1.6 8

G2 Birch; rowan; oak; sycamore; 3 - 12 M 7.2 163

G3 Birch; hawthorn; elder 2 - 4 SM 1.1 4

G4 Oak; sycamore; birch; hazel; 2 - 14 M 7.8 191

G5 Oak; sycamore; birch; goat 2 - 14 M 7.8 191

G6 Oak; sycamore; birch; goat 2 - 14 M 8.4 222

G7 Oak; alder 14 - 16 M 8.2 209

G8 Ash; sycamore 12 - 16 EM 5.8 104

G9 Beech; oak; ash; birch; hazel; 4 - 16 EM 7.7 185

Group Ref Species Height Range (m) LifeStage RPA Radius (m) RPA (m2)

H1 Hazel; sycamore 5.5 SM 0.8 2

H2 Hawthorn; hazel; holly; ash; 2 EM 0.8 2

H3 Hawthorn; hazel; holly; ash; 1.5 EM 0.8 2

Hedge Ref Species Avg. Height (m) Life Stage RPA Radius (m) RPA (m2)
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Habitat Features & Potential Bat Roost Features 
Plan (13340/P02b) 
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